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The  following  Biographical  Sketch  of  General  L.  V.  Bierce. 
we  copy  from  “ Biographical  Sketches  of  Eminent  Americans.” 

“ Gen.  Lucius  V.  Bierce  was  born  at  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county, 
Connecticut,  on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  1801.  His  paternal 
ancestors  eame  from  England,  and  settled  at  Halifax,  N.  S. 
From  thence  they  removed  to  Plymouth.  Mass.,  and  from  thence 
to  Cornwall,  where  the  subject  of  our  present  memoir  was  born. 

“ On  the  maternal  side  he  was  descended  from  the  Bells,  of 
Scottish  renown,  from  whom  he  inherited  a sprinkling  of  the 
wild  and  chivalrous  propensity  that  marks  the  Highland  clans- 
man. 

“ His  father  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  war,  having  enlisted  in  April,  1775,  and  was 
discharged  in  November,  1783.  He  belonged  to  Col.  Heman’s 
Swift’s  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops,  and  was  sent  immediately 
after  his  enlistment,  to  Ticonderoga,  then  considered  on  the  con- 
fines of  the  world.  He  was  orderly  sergeant  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  in  the  battles  of  Monmouth,  White 
Plains,  Fort  George,  and  in  the  dreary  winter  spent  at  Valley 
Forge,  every  officer  of  his  company  higher  than  himself  waa 
killed,  or  died, and  he  left  in  command. 

“ During  his  seven  years’  service  he  clothed  himself  from  home, 
and  laid  up  his  pay  and  the  amount  allowed  him  for  clothing,  so 
that  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  had  a “ pile  ” of  worthless  con- 
tinental bills.  The  only  use  they  ever  were  to  himVas  to  quiet 
the  little  ones  : and  the  whole  compensation  for  standing  target 
for  British  soldiers  seven  years,  was  given  to  the  children  to  play 
with.  This  circumstance,  probably  gave  a tinge  to  the  mind  of 
our  subject,  as  hr  ever  been  a most  bitter  enemy  to  a paper  cur- 
rency. 

“ During  the  sc  on  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  of  1830-31,  numer- 
ous applications  we  c made  for  additional  bank  charters.  Petitions 
were  sent  in,  signed  by  Democrats  as  well  as  by  their  opponent*, 
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askiDgaddition.nl  “bank  facilities.”  Gen.  Bierce  got  up  are- 
monstrance  against  them  : and,  unable  to  get  an  additional  name, 
sent  it  in,  signed  by  himself  alone.  The  closing  sentence  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  man.  Said  lie : “ If  we  must  have  monied  in- 

corporations to  control  the  currency,  and  regulate  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  let  us  have  a United  States  Bank.  For  my  part, 

I had  rather  be  swallowed  by  a whale  than  nibbled  to  death  by 
minnows.” 

“All  else  that  remained  to  lii*  father  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
an  honorable  discharge,  and  a hundred  acres  of  land  in  Muskingum 
Ohio — which  he  sold,  sixty-six  years  afterwards,  for  two  dollars 
an  acre. 

“ The  subject  of  this  notice  received  the  common  rudiments  of 
an  English  education  at  the  school  in  his  native  town,  which  was 
all  his  father  was  able  to  bestow  on  him.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  lost  l»is  mother  when  his  father  being  advanced  in  life,  con- 
cluded to  abandon  housekeeping.  Young  Bierce  wras  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  his  mind  was  soon  settled  upon  his  future 
course  of  life. 

“ The  year  subsequent  to  his  mother’s  death,  his  father  re- 
moved from  Cornwall  to  Nelson,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  within 
one  week  after  his  arrival  there,  young  Bierce  announced  his  de- 
termination of  acquiring  an  education.  II is  father  gave  his  assent, 
with  the  chilling  remark — “ But  you  must  rely  on  your  own  re- 
sources ; I cannot  help  you.”  That  very  day  he  left  his  paternal 
roof,  and  started  for  the  Ohio  University,  at  Athens,  w’hcre  he 
arrived  on  the  dd  of  September,  1817.  To  add  to  his  difficulties, 
he  was  taken  sick  with  a bilious  fever  iinmediatly  on  his  arrival, 
which  confined  him  for  three  months,  most  of  the  time  dangerous- 
ly ill,  and  for  a considerable  time  without  reason.  On  liis  re* 
covery  he  found  himself  possessed  of  the  one  fifth  of  a quater  ol 
a dollar,  it  being  at  the  time  of  making  “ cut  money,”  when  the) 
cut  five  sixpences  from  a quarter.  This  with  a father’s  blessing, 
was  all  that  remained  of  his  patrimony.  But  discouragement  was 
a word  unknown  to  his  vocabulary;  and  on  the  od  of  December 
1817,  lie  commenced  his  academic  course,  under  the  charge  of  Rev 
Jacob  Lindley,  long  President  of  the  Ohio  University.  On  th< 
1 1th  of  September,  1822,  he  graduated,  and  received  the  degree  o 
A.B.  lie  now  determined  to  go  to  the  Southern  States  and  see  i 
he  could  not  ret  rive  his  fortune,  and  replenish  his  empty  purse 
Although  in  debt  for  his  tuition,  board,  and  clothing,  yet  s< 
much  confidence  had  he  inspired  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  lion 
Amos  Crippen,  of  Athens,  than  whom  does  not  live  a nobler  man 
gave  him  an  unlimited  letter  of  credit,  on  which  to  raise  mone; 
for  his  journey.  Having  arranged  liis  business,  which  consists 
in  packing  his  knapsack,  he  started,  on  foot,  on  the  9th  of  Octo 
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ber,  and  on  the  3d  of  November,  1822,  landed  in  Yorkville,  South 
Carolina.  Here  he  remained  a few  days,  when  lie  went  to  Lan- 
caster, and  not  finding  business  as  good  ns  he  had  hoped,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Robert  J.  Fenill,  which  hecontinu- 
ed  until  the  4th  of  March  following,  when  he  left  there  en  route 
for  Alabama,  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th  of  April,  and  commenc- 
ed study  with  Dr.  Sterne  Houghton,  in  Limestone  county.  On 
the  12th  day  of  September,  1823,  he  was  examined,  and  licensed 
as  an  attorney  .and  counsellor  at  law,  by  C.  C.  Clay  and  lt.chard 
Ellis,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State. 

The  father  of  young  Bierce  being  far  advanced  in  life,  and  an- 
! xious  to  have  his  son  near  him  in  his  declining  days,  deeidcd  his 
future  course.  Prompted  by  a sense  of  filial  duty,  he  left  the 
sunny  south,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1823,  and  on  the  10th  again 
! arrived  in  Athens,  having  been  absent  a year  and  ten  days  during 
which  time  he  had  studied  the  law,  and  h id  been  admitted  to 
practice,  besides  walking  over  1800  miles,  with  his  knapsack  on 
his  back. 

On  returning  to  Ohio  he  concluded  to  settle  in  Ravanna.  Port- 
! age  county,  and  accordingly  pursued  his  law  studies  for  one  year 
longer,  under  the  instruction  of  lion.  J.  Slaim,  of  that  town.  In 
1824  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  ofOhio,  and  in  1825  received  the 
appointment  of  district  attorney  which  he  held  by  successive  ap- 
pointments and  elections  for  eleven  years,  when  he  resigned  the 
office,  and  removed  to  Akron,  now  the  county  seat  of  Summit. 
He  now  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  liis  profession, 

1 until  the  “Patriot  war”  broke  out  in  1837.  lie  then  entered 
1 into  that  with  a spirit  and  perseverance  that  was  worthy  of  suc- 
1 cess.  H<s  time  and  money  were  freely  expended  to  little  purpose. 
McKenzie,  Sutherland,  and  Van  Rensselaer,  and  others  had  fail- 
ed : the  fairest  portion  of  Canadi  had  been  laid  in  ashes  by  order 
1 of  Sir  John  Colburn,  and  many  of  her  bravest  sons  had  perished 
7 on  the  scaffold.  In  this  desponding  state  of  affairs  he  was  aston- 
’>  ished,  on  his  reception  in  Cleveland,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1838, 
18  at  the  official  information  that  he  had  been  unanimously  elected 
r'  commander  in-chief  of  the  Patriot  forces  in  Canada, 
v. 

JC  Desponding  as  were  the  prospects  of  Canadian  independence, 
'()f  after  so  many  defeats,  and  responsible  and  dangerous  as  was  the 
jl  situation,  he  accepted  it,  and  immediately  repaired  to  his  post,  and 
c ' commenced  arranging  for  another  campaign,  lie  opened  a cor- 
fi0  respondence  with  Colonel  Von  Schultz,  a Polandev,  win*  had  under 
his  command  300  vetran  Poles,  who  had  seen  service,  and  been 
’ compelled  to  flee  their  country  for  participating  in  the  Polish  re- 
' hellion.  These  were  ordered  to  Detroit,  to  serve  as  a nucleus 
J arouud  which  to  form  an  army.  General  Putnam,  a defendant 
l0  of  the  revolutionary  hero,  but  for  twenty  years  a resident  of  Can- 
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ada,  was  rectuiting  in  Michigan,  where  he  had  over  1200  on  his 
muster-roll;  and  Colonel  Harnell,  a Kentuckian,  was  recruiting 
in  Ohio,  and  had  187  on  his  roll  : and  Gen.  Birge  was  in  com- 
mand of  a considerable  force  in  New  York.  These  latter  were 
ordered  to  Buffalo,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  cross,  and 
fortify  Fort  Erie,  as  soon  as  they  should  learn  that  Gen.  Bierce 
had  possession  of  Fort  Malden. 

While  things  thus  assumed  a favorable  aspect,  Gen.  Bierce 
learned  with  surprise  that  Gen.  Birge  had  countermanded  his  or- 
ders to  Colonel  Von  Schultz,  and  had  planned  the  unfortunate 
expedition  on  Fort  Wellington,  at  Prescott.  An  express  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  stop  the  wild  scheme,  but  scarcely  had  it  left 
before  another  express  arrived  saying  they  should  cross  and  at- 
tact  Fort  Wellington  at  all  hazards.  Gen.  Bierce  then  started,  in 
person,  in  hopes  to  be  in  lime  to  prevent  it,  but  arrived  in  Buff- 
alo just  in  time  to  hear  that  his  worst  fears  were  realized. 

Seeing  his  hopes  all  blasted,  he  immediately  repaired  to  Swan 
Creek,  opposite  Malden,  where  his  troops  were  then  rendezvous- 
ing, but  instead  of  raising  that  cheering  news  which  animates  the 
soldier,  he  was  compelled  to  announce  that  all  hope  of  success 
was  blasted. 

Von  Schultz,  on  whose  military  experiences  so  much  reliance 
had  been  placed,  had  perished  on  the  scaffold  and  his  brave  Poles 
were  dead  or  prisoners.  No  aid  could  now  be  expected  from  New 
York,  and  the  Canadians  had  lost  their  confidence.  Gen.  Bierce 
laid  the  matter  fully  before  his  troops — told  them  there  was  no 
prospect  of  success — but  if  they  decided  to  attempt  it,  he  would 
lead  them.  All  but  180  immediately  left,  and  returned  to  their 
homes.  A council  of  war  was  held,  and,  with  one  exception, 
they  unanimously  declared  they  had  rather  cross,  and  die  honora- 
ble, than  return  to  their  homes,  and  be  sneered  at  as  cowards. 
On  the  determination  of  this  council  of  war,  the  order  was  given, 
and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  3d  of  December,  1838,  this 
liitle  band  left  Detroit  for  Windsor,  with  little  expectation  of  ever 
returning.  To  add  to  their  misfortunes,  Gen.  Brady,  on  the 
night  before  they  left  their  camp,  witfi  a party  of  United  States 
troops,  had  seized  all  the  Patriot  guns  he  could  find,  under  the 
misnamed  neutrality  law,  so  that  they  had  but  one  hundred  and 
twelve  guns  on  landing  on  the  Canada  shore. 

The  attack  commenced  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  by 
driving  in  the  British  outpost,  and  charging  on  their  main  posi- 
tion. This,  too,  was  soon  carried,  and  the  Patriots,  after  an  en- 
gagement against  treble  their  number,  for  five  hours,  the  burning 
oi  il.cpull.c  lairncks.  ar.d  stenmbiaf,  wcie  ct mpcllcd to reti eat 
on  the  arrival  of  a reinforcement  from  Malden,  with  field  artillery. 
The  enemy  now  numbered  over  600 ; the  Patriots,  but  137  at 
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crossing  now  reduced  by  killed  and  wounded  to  about  100,  and 
they  incumb3red  with  23  prisoners.  As  evidence  of  the  moral 
principle  that  governed  the  Patriots,  it  need  only  be  mentioned 
! that  though  in  possession  of  Windsor  several  hours,  not  a cent 
of  private  property  was  injured.  Three  large  barracks  ' and  a 
! government  steamboat  were  taken  and  burned,  the  latter  in  re- 
venge for  the  burning  of  the  Caroline. 

As  the  Patriots  rushed  into  the  fight  the  cry  was  raised,  “ Re- 
member Prescott,”  and  every  man  fought  as  if  it  were  a personal 
duty  devolved  on  him  to  avenge  Von  Schultz  and  his  companions. 

“ Thus  terminated,  as  Gen.  Bierce  had  foreseen  it  would,  after 
the  fatal  expedition  to  Fort  Wellington,  the  campaign,  of  1838,  and 
the  Patroit  war.  Seeing  that  further  agitation  would  result  in 
nothing  but  a waste  of  blood,  he  returned  to  Akron,  and  resumed 
his  profession. 

“Soon,  however,  he  was  called  before  the  United  States  Court, 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  answer  for  a violation  of  the  Neutrality 
Law  of  1818  ; but  withas  pointed  a charge  as  Judge  McLean  could 
give,  so  popular  was  the  man  and  his  cause,  that  a grand  jury 
could  not  be  induced  to  indict  him. 

“ This  was  at  the  January  term,  1839,  and  so  persevering  were 
the  prosecutors  of  the  U.  S.  that  before  Gen.  B.  left  the  city  of 
j Columbus,  anew  process  was  served  on  him  to  appear  at  the  next 
term  of  said  court  to  answer  to  the  charge.  While  attending  court 
at  Columbus  he  received  intelligence  that  his  only  child,  a son, 

! was  lying  at  the  point  of  death  ; and  on  his  return  he  found  his 

fond  hopes  blasted,  and  his  only  child  dead. 

“ At  the  ensuing  term  of  the  court  he  again  attended,  but  in- 
I stead  of  a persevering  enemy  in  the  prosecution,  he  found  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  removed  N.  H.  S wayne,  District  Attorney,  and  appoint- 
ed in  his  place  Israel  Hamilton,  an  old  schoolmate  and  personal 
friend  of  Gen.  Bierce.  Their  meeting  under  such  circumstances, 
after  a separation  of  sixteen  jyeaxps,  may  be  imagined.  Mr.  Ham- 
i ilton  at  once  dismissed  the  ja^ecution,  and  Gen.  Bierce  returned 
' home  to  find  his  hearth  desdftite.  During  his  absence  his  wife, 

! overcome  by  the  intensity  of  her  feelings,  had  died  by  a rush  of 

i blood  upon  the  heart,  which  terminated  her  life  in  about  ten  min- 
3 utes  from  the  first  symptoms  of  the  attack. 

^ “ When  the  call  was  made  by  the  Governor  of  Ohio  for  volun- 

teers to  goto  Mexico,  Gen.  Bierce  volunteered  as  a private  soldier, 
f and  was  fast  filling  up  a company,  when  notice  was  given  that  the 
• quota  of  Ohio  was  full,  and  they  were  disbanded.  Since  then  he 
. has  devoted  himself  to  his  profession,  and  to  the  cause  of  popular 
g education.  For  several  years  he  has  been  President  of  the  Board 
it  of  Education  of  Akron,  and  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the 
r,  eubject  of  educating  the  whole  people,  Education  and  morality 


8 


SUMMIT  COUNTY. 


are  the  great  pillars  of  the  state,  in  his  opinion  ; and  his  only  hope 
of  a continuance  of  our  government  is  in  the  general  diffusion  of 
them  among  the  mass.  In  his  own  language,  “ Education  is  the 
helm  which  guides  the  ship  of  state;  but  as  the  helm  in  the  hands 
of  the  inexperienced  mariner  may  guide  the  ship  into  the  whirl- 
pools of  destruction,  so  educated  intellect,  guided  by  passion 
instead  of  moral  principle,  by  vicious  impulse  instead  of  well-reg- 
ul  ited  reason,  may  guide  its  possessor  to  a whirlpool  more  danger- 
ous than  Soylla,  and  more  destructive  than  Charybdis.” 

He  is  of  a medium  bight,  five  feet  ten  inches,  light  complexion, 
light  hair  and  eyes,  and  slightly  inclining  to  corpulency.  The 
cast  of  his  mind  is  practical , rather  than  theoretical,  and  he  is 
ever  inclined  to  look  on  the  bright  side  of  a subject.  His  aim  is 
to  make  things  go  as  he  wishes,  if  he  can,  but,  if  he  cannot,  to 
let  them  to  as  they  please.  , 

“ In  his  law  studies  he  has  compiled  two  volumes  of  digested  | 
cases,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  but  they  will  probably  lie  I 
in  manuscript  during  his  life.  j 

“ Technicalities  he  abhors,  and  those  technicalities  which  serve  , 
to  delay  and  prevent  right  and  justice,  he  despises.  It  is  only  i 
when  the  law  is  the  protector  of  right,  and  the  honorable  arena 
of  disciplined  mind,  that  he  loves  it.  I 

“ For  many  years,  and,  indeed,  until  he  refused  longer  to  accept  ! y 
the  office,  he  was  Mayor  of  Akron  ; but  having  acquired  a com-  ] 
petency,  with  no  desire  for  wealth,  he  is  striving  to  withdraw  from  \ r, 
active  life,  and  in  retirement,  to  enjoy  that  quietude  lie  basso  long  „ 
denied  to  himself.  c 

“He  has  just  completed,  and  has  now  in  press,  “ A History  of  T 
the  Western  Reserve.”  He  is  a regular  contributor  to  the  Ohio  j: 
Historical  and  Philosphical  Society,  and  the  Minnesota  Historical  j ]j 
Society,  of  both  of  which  he  has  been  elected  a member.”  j 

At  the  Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  in  v 
October,  1863,  he  was  elected  and  installed  Grand  Master  of  Cl 
Masons  in  Ohio.  p 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  State  of  Connecticut  claimed,  under  an  old  grant  of  Charles 
of  England,  a large  part  of  the  territory  now  embraced  within 
the  limits  of  Ohio.  In  September,  1786,  she  relinquished  to  the 
United  States  all  of  her  claim,  except  to  that  portion  included 
between  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  a line  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  said  boundary,  and  the  41st 
degree  of  north  latitude  on  the  south  to  the  parallel  of  42°  V on 
the  north.  This  tract  was  divided  into  townships  of  five  miles 
square,  and  designated  by  numbers  and  ranges.  The  townships 
were  to  be  numbered  from  south  to  north,  commencing  on  the 
latitude  of  41°  north  as  a base;  and  the  ranges  were  to  be  distin- 
guished by  progressive  numbers  westward,  the  first  range  resting 
upon  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  as  a base  line.  In 
counting  ranges,  then,  we  begin  on  the  western  line  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  count  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west.  In  count- 
ing townships  we  begin  on  the  line  of  41°  north,  being,  the  south 
line  of  the  reserve,  and  count  north  to  latitude  42°  2'.  There 
being  then,  ten  townships  of  five  miles,  or  fifty  miles  between  the 
western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  Northampton,  that  is 
called  range  11;  and  there  being  two  townships  (Coventry  and 
Portage)  between  the  latitude  of  41°  north  and  Northampton, 
that  is  called  range  three. 

By  the  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh  in  1785,  all  of  said  territory 
east  of  the  Cuyahoga,  was  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United 
States.  By  the  treaty  of  Fort  Industry,  in  1805,  the  balance  of 
the  territory  which  lay  west  of  the-  Cuyahoga,  was  also  ceded  to 
the  United  States.  In  May,  1801,  the  State  of  Connecticut  ce- 
ded to  the  United  States  her  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  said  ter- 
ritory, and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  patent,  con- 
veyed the  fee  of  said  land  to  the  Governor  for  the  use  of  the 
grantees  of  that  State. 

This  tract  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  I have  before  stated, 
jold  to  the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  It  fell  a trifle  short  of 
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4.000. 000  of  acres,  for  which  said  company  agreed  to  pay  $1-, 

200.000.  The  amount  was  divided  into  400  shares  of  $3,000 
each.  Any  one  paying  in  an  amount  received  a certificate  en- 
titling him  to  the  same  proportion  of  the  whole  Reserve  that  his 
payment  bore  to  $1,200,000. 

On  receiving  the  title  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  stock- 
holders in  the  Connecticut  Land  Company  conveyed  it  to  Jona- 
than Brace,  John  Caldwell  and  John  Morgan,  to  hold  in  trust  for 
the  proprietors;  and  singular  as  it  may  appear,  the  three  lived 
until  they  had  sold  or  disposed  of  all  the  land  and  closed  their 
trust.  John  Morgan  is  still  living  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  certificates  were  all  numbered,  and  then  the  numbers 
drawn  in  the  same  manner  as  a lottery,  each  holder  of  a certifi- 
cate drawing  an  amount  of  land  proportioned  to  the  4,000,000 
acres  as  his  payment  was  to  $1,200,000. 

Each  proprietor  thus  drew  a township  or  a fraction  of  a town- 
ship according  to  the  amount  of  his  interest.  Thus  some  town- 
ships became  the  exclusive  property  of  an  individual,  others 
became  the  property  of  various  owners.  In  this  manner  each 
individual  got  his  proportion  of  land  in  severalty,  and  located ; 
the  book,  in  which  an  account  of  these  drawings  was  kept,  called 
‘‘the  Book  of  Drafts,”  being  the  foundation  of  all  our  titles  on 
the  Reserve,  But  singular  as  it  may  appear,  this  “ Book  of 
Drafts,”  wnich  is  the  basis  of  all  our  land  titles,  is  not  recog- 
nized as  legal  evidence  ; and  of  so  little  importance  was  it  deem- 
ed, that  on  inquiry  a few  years  ago,  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Hartford,  it  could  not  be  found;  and  when  it  was,  after 
a long  search,  discovered,  it  was  found  among  old  waste  paper  in 
the  upper  loft  of  an  old  ware  house  on  the  Connecticut  river. 

Although  these  drafts  located  the  land  and  gave  to  each  his 
quantity  of  acres,  a great  diversity,  of  course,  existed  in  the 
value  on  account  of  quality  and  location.  To  equalize  them,  and 
make  them  all  of  an  average  value,  certain  towns  were  set 
apart  called  “Equalizing  Townships,”  which  were  cut  up  into 
strips  of  various  sizes,  and  portions  attached  to  different  town- 
ships to  make  them  equal  to  the  average  townships.  Thus  Ja- 
cob Welch  drew  township  six  in  range  seven,  now  known  as  Troy, 
in  Geauga  county.  The  Cuyahoga  river  running  through  it,  and 
causing  much  swampy  ground,  the  tract  in  lot  six  in  our  town- 
ship, known  as  the  “Welch  Tract,”  was  added  to  town  six  in 
range  seven,  to  make  it  equal  to  the  average  townships  on  the 
Reserve. 
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“ Dikd  at  Atwater,  Portage  county,  on  the  22d  day  of  June, 
1851,  Amzi  Atwater,  aged  75  years,  and  1 month.  ” 

Such,  is  the  brief  notice  that  announces  to  the  world 
the  death  of  the  last  member,  but  one,  of  the  first  exploring 
expedition  on  the  Reserve.  Warham  Shephard,  of  Westfield, 
Mass.,  now  alone  remains.  The  life  of  Amzi  Atwater  comprises 
the  early  History  of  Northern  Ohio. 

Judge  Atwater  was  born  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1776.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  unable  to  give 
him  anything  more  than  an  ordinary  education.  Ushered  into 
life  in  the  early  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  that  part 
of  the  colonies  most  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  his 
almost  only  lullaby  was  the  booming  of  artillery,  and  the  rattling 
of  musketry.  On  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  on  Long  Island, 
r in  1776,  when  Amzi  was  but  three  months  old,  his  father  was 
called  out  with  the  militia,  for  the  defence  of  New-York — from 
which  he  returned  sick,  and  with  a constitution  broken.  When 
e j old  enough  young  Atwater  was  sent  to  school,  where  he  obtained 
* a little  knowledge  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  So  strait- 
J ened  were  his  parents’  circumstances,  that  he  was  hired  out  to 
work  by  the  day,  week  or  month,  as  opportunities  offered,  till  he 
a-  became  a man.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  his  father  hired  him 
b , out  to  work  for  an  uncle,  for  sixty  dollars  a year,  who  transferred 
him  over  to  a man  by  the  name  of  Watson.  “At  the  end  of  the 
year,  says  Judge  Atwater,  in  a letter  now  before  me,  “ my  parents 
lie  gave  me  my  time,  with  their  good  advice  and  blessing.  ” lie 
then  hired  to  Watson  for  seven  months,  at  eight  dollars  a month, 
but  Watson  died  before  the  term  expired,  Being  out  of  employ- 
ment, young  Atwater  went  to  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  to  visit 
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his  uncle,  Rev.  Noah  Atwater,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  teaching 
mathematics  to  a class  of  young  men.  He  invited  young  Atwater 
to  come  and  study  with  him  the  ensuing  winter,  which  he  did. — 
Here  he  learned  the  art  of  surveying,  in  company  with  Warham 
Shepherd,  who  was  one  of  the  first  exploring  party  on  the  Reserve. 
In  the  minutes  of  that  expedition,  Warham  Shepherd  and  Amzi 
Atwater  are  called  “ Explorers’  Assistants.  ” At  this  school  a 
friendship  was  formed  between  them,  which  lasted  till  the  death 
of  Atwater. 

In^April,  1796,  being  then  nineteen  years  of  age,  young  At- 
water left  Connecticut,  on  foot  and  alone,  with  a heavy  knapsack 
on  his  back,  to  meet  his  friend  Shepherd,  at  Ontario  county,  New 
York — with  whom  he  remained  until  the  agents  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Land  Company  were  ready  to  commence  their  survey,  when 
he  left  for  the  then  unknown  West.  He  joined  them  at  Canan- 
daigua, June  13,  1796. 

His  business  was  to  collect  cattle  and  pack-horses,  with  which 
he  went  all  the  way  by  land. 

The  rest  of  the  company  were  shipped  in  four  boats,  called 
batteaux,  in  which  they  went  up  the  Mohawk  river — then  down 
Wood  creek  to  Oneida  lake — through  the  lake  to  Oswego  river — 
down  that  river  to  Fort  Oswego,  when  they  were  stopped  by  the 
British  officers  in  command — [it  being  a few  days  before  that  fort 
was  to  be  given  up  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty] — but  they  muf- 
fled their  oars,  and  in  the  night  run  past  the  Fort,  and  launched 
out  into  Lake  Ontario.  At  Girandequot  bay,  a few  miles  east  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  they  took  in  provisions  for  their 
voyage,  and  started  out  into  an  almost  unknown  region. 

Gen.  Moses  Cleveland,  agent  for  the  Connecticut  Land  Compa- 
ny, had  called  a council  of  Indians  to  assemble  at  what  is  now 
Buffalo,  to  hold  “ a talk.  ” Atwater,  having  charge  of  the  cattle, 
was  ordered  to  meet  him  there — where  several  of  the  cattle  were 
butchered  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  during  the  treaty,  which 
lasted  several  days. 

The  chiefs  of  the  “ six  nations,  ” and  many  others  were  present, 
to  the  number  of  five  or  six  hundred.  Here  Gen.  Cleveland  ex- 
plained to  them  the  right  of  the  whites  to  the  land,  by  treaty  at 
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Forts  McIntosh,  and  Greenville.  The  Indians  acknowledged  they 
had  sold  the  land,  hut  claimed,  (and  justly,  too,)  that  they 
had  not  received  a full  compensation  for  it,  but  hoped  the 
company  would  confirm  their  professions  of  friendship  by  bestow- 
ing liberal  presents.  This  was  done,  and  the  council  broke  up 
with  mutual  expressions  of  friendship. 

The  boats,  on  leaving  the  treaty  ground,  made  good  headway 
until  they  came  opposite  to  Cattaraugus,  when  they  became 
wind-bound,  and  remained  so  until  Atwater’s  land  party  arrived. 
Some  difficulty  having  arisen  in  this  party,  for  the  want  of  an 
acknowledged  leader,  Major  Spafford  left  the  boats  at  Cattaraugus, 
and  took  command  of  the  land  party.  They  all  arrived  at  Con- 
neaut  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1796,  where  they  celebrated  our 
nation’s  Independence. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  forty-five  men,  two  women,  and 
one  child.  A negro,  called  Black  Joe,  had  come  from  Buffalo  as 
a pilot.  The  officers  were : — 

Moses  Cleveland,  Agent , 

Augustus  Porter,  Principal  Surveyor , 

Seth  Pease,  "] 

1 Moses  Warren,  | 

Amos  Spafford,  Surveyors , 

3 Milton  Hawley,  | 

Richard  M.  Stoddard,  J 
Joshua  Stow,  Commissary , 

Theodore  Shepherd,  Physician , 
d Joseph  Tinker,  Principal  Boatman. 

)f  Among  the  assistants  were  Amzi  Atwater,  Warham  Shepherd, 
ir  Elijah  Green  (with  his  wife  and  child),  and  Job  P.  Stiles  (with 
his  wife). 

i*  The  first  object  of  the  party  was  to  fix  the  south-east  corner  of 
* the  Reserve.  The  Pennsylvania  line  had  been  run  seven  years 
*i  S before,  and  on  the  lake  shore  a monument  was  erected,  on  which 
re  the  latitude  was  marked.  From  this  monument  the  line  was  run 
south  by  Porter  and  Pease  to  the  highlands  south  of  the  Mahon- 
ing, where  it  was  supposed  the  corner  would  be.  There  Mr. 
rti  Pease  took  the  latitude  with  a quadrant,  and  found  he  was  within 
|X*  half  a mile  of  the  corner. 
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In  the  meantime,  the  party  left  at  Conneaut  were  engaged  in 
building  a large  store-house  on  the  beach,  which  they  named 
“ Stow  Castle,  ” in  honor  of  their  Commissary,  for  whose  accom- 
modation it  was  built.  On  the  completion  of  this  job,  they  started 
down  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  overtook  the  first  party,  while 
taking  observations,  and  ascertaining  the  latitude.  Finding  they 
had  not  run  far  enough  south,  they  measured  half  a mile  further, 
and  set  up  a large  post,  marked — “ 41°  N.  Lat.  ” 

From  thence  a line  was  run  west  twenty  miles  for  the  south 
line  of  the  Reserve.  At  each  five  miles  a meridian  was  run  to 
the  lake.  Mr.  Hawley  run  the  first,  Spafford  and  Stoddard  the 
second,  Warren  the  third,  Porter  and  Pease  the  fourth.  Atwater 
was  chainsman  for  Warren.  These  were  all  the  meridians  run  that 
year.  They  are  now  known  as  Ranges. 

While  these  meridians  were  being  run,  Gen.  Cleveland,  with 
Joseph  Tinker,  the  principal  boatman,  went  up  the  Lake  on  an 
exploring  voyage,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and  then 
up  that  river  till  they  discovered  a large  creek,  which,  in  honor 
of  his  boatman,  Gen.  Cleveland  named  “ Tinker's  Creek."  Unfor- 
tunately, both  in  going,  and  returningf  they  did  not  discover 
Chagrin  river — then  called  by  the  Indians,  Mishaway-see-bie, 
(Elk  river,)  which  afterwards  caused  the  party  great  trouble.  On 
their  return,  they  reported  that  there  was  no  stream  of  any  im- 
portance between  Grand  River  and  Cuyahoga. 

After  the  first  four  meridians  were  run,  Gen.  Cleveland,  with 
Porter,  and  a party  of  assistants,  took  a boat,  and  went  up  to 
traverse  the  Lake  shore  to  Sandusky.  Before  leaving,  he  ordered 
four  surveyors  to  run  the  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  parallels  from  the 
Pennsylvania  line  west  to  the  Cuyahoga  river,  or  wherever  it  might 
strike,  and  then  to  repair  to  a camp  to  be  estalished  as  far  up  the 
river  as  convenient.  Warren,  to  whose  party  Atwater  was  at- 
tached, was  ordered  to  the  6th  parallel,  which  he  run  west  until 
he  struck  the  Chagrin,  where  Bentley’s  mills  now  are;  set  a post 
as  directed  (supposing  it  to  be  the  Cuyahoga),  and  then  followed 
down  the  stream,  expecting  hourly  to  find  the  camp. 

The  surveyors  on  the  parallels  north  of  Warren’s  were  led  into 
the  same  error ; when  they  arrived  at  the  Lake,  they  found  that 
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the  boats  bad  been  there,  but  had  left  no  trace  behind  thorn. — 
This  party  then  went  to  Conneaut  for  provisions,  when  they  found 
I that  they  had  not  been  to  the  Cuyahoga,  but  to  a newly  discovered 
river.  During  this  time  the  other  surveyors  had  been  ordered  to 
finish  the  survey  of  the  meridians,  and  commence  tlio  survey  of  a 
city  plat  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga. 

To  Augustus  Porter,  the  principal  surveyor,  who  since  resided 
at  Black  Rock,  belongs  the  honor  of  laying  out  that  city.  He 
was,  I believe,  the  brother  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  Black  Rock. 

0 : 

About  the  eighteenth  of  October  the  men  mostly  left1- having 
completed  the  meridians,  the  parallels,  the  plat  of  Cleveland,  the 
’ one  hundred  acre  lots  in  that  township  and  Newburgh,  some 
division  lines  in  Mentor,  and  most  of  the  traverse  of  the  Cuyahoga 
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Thus  terminated  the  first  exploring  expedition — leaving  “Stow 
Castle”  on  the  beach  at  Conneaut,  and  a house  near  the  foot  of 
what  is  now  Union  lane,  in  Cleveland,  as  the  relics  of  civilization. 

In  the  second  expedition,  or  that  of  1797,  the  Connecticut  Land 
Company  had  changed  their  agent.  The  officers  this  year  were 


Seth  Hunt,  Agent. 

William  Shepherd,  Explorer. 

Amos  Spafford,  1 Explorers  and 

Moses  Warren,  / Surveyors. 

Seth  Pease,  Principal  Surveyor. 

Richard  M.  Stoddard,  ) 


Nat'ian  Redficld,  / 

Theodore  Shepherd,  Physician. 
Joseph  Tinker,  Principal  Boatman. 
Ezra  Wait,  | 


Surveyors. 


David  Beard, 
Warham  Shepherd, 
Amzi  Atwater, 


Explorers’  Assistants. 

) Assistants  and 
j Surveyors. 
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The  men  assembled  at  Schenectady,  New-York,  about  the  middle 
rf  April,  1797.  They  ascended  the  Mohawk  as  the  year  before 
—took  their  boats  over  the  Portage  at  Rome,  to  Wood  creek, 
ind  through  Oneida  Lake  and  Oswego  river  into  Lake  Ontario. — 
Atwater  with  eight  or  ten  men  was  ordered  to  Canandaigua  to 
purchase  and  drive  on  pack-horses  and  cattle  to  Buffalo,  and  take 
;are  of  them  at  that  place,  till  Major  Shepherd  should  arrive.— 
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On  arriving  at  Buffalo,  Atwater  drove  them  across  the  creek  on 
to  what  is  since  known  as  the  Indian  Reservation.  While  lying  1 
there,  one  of  the  chiefs  called  on  him  and  presented  a bill  for  ' 
pasturage.  He  asked  three  dollars,  which  he  thought  very  low  ( 
compared  with  what  the  whites  charged  them  when  they  were 
traveling.  Atwater  told  him  that  the  whites  did  not  charge  for  s 
pasture  unless  it  was  fenced  in.  The  chief  said  their  custom  was  • 
different — that  they  wanted  the  pastures  for  their  own  use,  but  t 
if  he  would  pay  them  three  dollars,  lie  might  keep  the  cattle  there  ( 
as  long  as  he  pleased.  Atwater  paid  his  demand,  and  soon  l 
received  the  reward  of  fair  dealing  with  the  Indians  ; for  one  of  t 
his  horses  having  strayed  away,  was  sent  back  to  him  by  the  s 
chief  without  any  charge.  1 

In  a few  days  after  Atwater’s  arrival,  Major  Shepherd  arrived,  \ 
and  they  started  up  the  lake  with  their  drove.  They  arrived  at  $ 
Conneant  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  the  boats,  with  the  balance  of  t 
the  Company,  a few  days  afterwards. 

Some  of  the  surveyors  were  sent  into  the  woods  from  Conneaut,  i 
but  most  of  them  went  to  Cleveland.  Atwater,  with  the  cattle  ( 
and  horses,  went  by  land.  In  swimming  their  horses  over  Grand  g 
river,  near  its  mouth,  David  Eldridge  was  drowned.  The  body  t 
was  soon  after  obtained,  but  too  late  to  restore  animation.  The  ] 
boats  soon  after  arrived,  and  took  the  body  to  Cleveland,  where  t 
was  buried  in  the  newly  laid  out  cemetery,  being  the  first  white  ] 
person  buried  in  that  place.  I 

From  Cleveland  two  boats  with  a part  of  the  men,  were  sent 
up  the  river,  on  an  exploring  excursion,  and  Atwater  was  sent  I fi 
by  land  with  pack  horses  to  carry  provisions  for  them.  He  de-  I \\ 
livered  the  provisions  to  the  boats’  crews  a little  above  Tinker’s  j 
creek,  and  joined  the  boats,  which  then  proceeded  with  as  much  j 
expedition  as  possible.  But  it  was  “ hard  sledding,”  as  the  river  } 
was  low  and  obstructed  by  logs  and  stones.  4 

Atwater  left  the  boats  on  the  north  line  of  Boston,  with  as  much  * 
provision  as  he  could  carry  on  his  back,  and  went  up  past  where  a 
Brandywine  mills  are  to  the  north  west  corner  of  Hudson.  Here  8I 
he  placed  the  provisions  on  the  top  of  high  forks,  to  secure  it  j g 
from  wolves;  covered  it  over  with  bark,  and  returned  to  the  boats  [ 
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By  clearing  out  the  channel  in  some  places,  and  lifting  the 
boats  over  in  others,  they  finally  succeeded  in  getting  their  boats 
up  to  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  above  the  mouth  of  the  little 
Cuyahoga.  There  they  established  a camp,  or  what  was  called 
“ Upper  Head  Quarters.’’  The  surveyors  dispersed  and  took  the 
several  lines  assigned  them.  This  was  the  15th  of  June,'  1797. 
Atwater  was  left  to  take  charge  of  the  provisions,  baggage,  &c., 
as  it  should  arrive.  Having  charge  of  the  stores,  Mr.  Atwater 
erected  a storehouse,  or  bark  shantee,  for  the  accomodation  of 
himself?  and  which  also  answered  for  a hospital.  Surveying  par- 
ties and  boatmen  were  continually  arriving  and  departing.  The 
sick  were  left  at  Upper  Head  Quarters,  and  thus  Mr.  Atwater 
became  storekeeper,  commissary,  keeper  of.  the  hospital,  nurse, 
physician,  and  “all  hands.”  David  Beard  was  confined  there 
several  days  with  the  dysentery,  but  a boat  arrived  and  took  him 
to  Cleveland,  where  he  finally  recovered. 

The  great  object  of  the  second  expedition,  was  to  finish  the 
meridians  commenced  by  the  first  expedition — the  traverse  of  the 
Cuyahoga  Portage  Path,  and  Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskin- 
gum— as  this  was  the  boundary  between  the  purchase  made  by 
the  United  States  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Western  tribes. — 
That  east  of  this  line  had  been  purchased,  and  to  that  alone  had 
the  Indian  title  been  extinguished.  This  line  was  run  by  Moses 
Warren,  whose  field  notes  are  now  in  possession  of  Gen.  Samuel 
D'.  Harris,  the  only  surviving  surveyor  of  that  early  day. 

While  Atwater  was  lying  at  Upper  Head  Quarters,  an  Indian 
frequently  visited  him,  who  informed  him  that  he  was  in  the  bat- 
tle at  Maumee  Rapids,  and  by  gestures  showed  him  how  Wayne’s 
men,  or  the  “long  knives”  as  he.called  them,  cut  them  down. — 
Mr.  Pease  wishing  to  go  to  the  Salt  Springs,  in  what  is  now 
Weathersfield,  to  meet  Redfield,  and  then  run  the  the  latitude  of 
41°  N.,  or  south  line  of  the  Reserve,  employed  the  Indian  to  go 
with  his  horse  and  a load  of  provisions,  and  pilot  him  there.  In 
about  three  days  the  Indian  returned,  with  a line  from  Pease, 
saying  the  Indian  had  been  faithful,  and  directing  Atwater  to 
give  him  a quart  of  whiskey,  “or  more  if  that  would  not  make 
him  drunk.” 
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Atwater  filled  a junk  bottle  and  gave  to  him,  in  the  name  of 
the  “ big  Captain,”  as  he  called  Pease.  In  the  night  the  Indian 
came  back,  and  presented  the  bottle,  saying  “ more  whiskey,  big 
captain  very  good  man — you  very  good  man — me  very  good  man.” 
Atwater  filled  his  bottle  again,  and  told  hifii  that  was  all  “ the 
big  captain”  had  ordered  him  to  give  him.  He  went  away  re- 
peating “very  good’ man,  very  good  man.”  The  next  day  he 
came  back,  and  presented  a deerskin  for  the  big  captain,  and 
then  his  bottle  for  “more  whiskey.”  Atwater  told  him  they  had 
but  little  whiskey,  and  must  keep  it  for  the  sick.  He  then  gave 
him  a little  in  the  bottle,  with  which  he  left  well  satisfied,  re- 
peating “very  good  man.”  The  next  day  he  returned  the  bottle 
to  Atwater  but  never  said  any  more  about  whiskey. 

On  the  8th  of  July  1797,  Warham  Shepherd  and  Atwater, 
were  sent  to  survey  the  9th  meridian,  from  the  4th  parallel,  south 
to  the  south  line  of  the  Reserve — one  carrying  the  compass,  the 
other  the  chain,  alternately.  Soon  after  their  return  to  camp  af- 
ter finishing  that  work  all  the  surveyors  came  in,  and  reported 
all  the  lower  lines  run,  except  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  meridians. 
To  complete  these  Redfield  was  ordered  to  the  7th,  Stoddard  to 
the  6th,  and  Shepherd  and  Atwater  to  the  5th,  which  was  the 
west  line  of  Trumbull  and  Ashtabula. 

Stoddard  being  lame,  Atwater  took  his  compass,  and  run  his 
line  for  him,  ten  miles,  when  he  met  Stoddard,  with  one  man, 
who  took  the  line  and  finished  it.*  Atwater  with  one  man  then 
left  that  line,  and  met  Mr.  Shepherd  at  the  North  East  corner  of 
Palmyra.  Here  he  found  Shepherd  sick  with  the  dysentery,  and 
Miner  Bicknell,  the  man  who  accompanied  Atwater,  was  taken 
with  a violent  fever.  Atwater  took  the  compass  and  run  seven 
miles,  between  Braceville  and  Windham,  when  Bicknell  became 
too  unwell  to  ride  on  a horse.  In  the  language  of  Judge  Atwater, 
in  a letter  now  before  me,  “here  was  a difficult  case  to  know 
what  to  do.  We  were  at  a great  distance  from  any  comfortable 
place  for  the  sick.  Medicine  we  had  none,  and  ignorant  of  its 
use  if  we  had  it.  No  guide  but  our  compass,  or  township  lines. 
To  get  him  to  Cleveland  seemed  most  desirable  if  it  was  practica- 
ble.. We  were  in  hopes  some  of  our  boats  were  at  our  late  camp, 
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mt  how  to  get  him  there  was  the  question.1’  “ Necessity  was 
he  mother  of  invention.”  They  took  two  poles,  and  fastened 
hem  together  with  bark,  so  as  to  go  by  the  sides  of  the  horses 
ike  the  thills  of  a wagon,  one  horse  following  the  other,  so  far 
ipart  as  to  admit  a man  to  lie  lengthwise  between  them.  With 
larks  and  blankets  they  made  his  bed  as  comfortable  as  possible, 
tnd  by  twisted  bark  ropes  lashed  it  to  the  packsaddles.  Atwater 
eft  Shepherd  with  one  man  to  run  the  line  as  best  he  could,  and 
started  with  the  sick  man  for  Cleveland.  They  went  south  to  the 
jorner  of  Palmyra,  then  west  on  the  third  parallel.  The  next 
norning  after  they  started,  Atwater  sent  a man  ahead  to  have  a 
>oat  ready  at  the  Upper  Head  Quarters  to  carry  the  sick  man 
iown  the  river.  Atwater  proceeded  west  to  the  corner  of  Stow 
ind  Hudson,  on  the  0th  meridian,  then  south  to  the  old  Indian 
rail  from  Forth  McIntosh  to  Sandusky,  where  he  met  his  mes- 
senger with  the  disagreeable  intelligence  that  the  camp  was  bro- 
ken up,  and  the  boats  gone.  Atwater  then  directed  him  to  go  to 
Cleveland,  and  get  a boat  to  come  up  and  meet  him  at  the  south 
ine  of  Independence.  Atwater  then  proceeded  on  the  west  line 
)f  Stow,  to  the  north  line  of  Summit  county  then  west  to  the 
:>lace  appointed  for  meeting  the  boats.  In  this  litter  they  had 
hus  conveyed  Bicknell  about  live  days,  and  a distance  of  fifty 
niles.  He  had  a high  fever  all  the  time  and  had  his  reason  but 
ittle  part  of  it.  They  arrived  at  the  river  early  in  the  forenoon 
>f  July  25th,  and  Bicknell  died  about  two  hours  after.  Tinker 
vith  the  boat  and  Dr.  Shepherd,  arrived  a little  afternoon.  At- 
vater  urged  to  have  the  corpse  carried  to  Cleveland,  but  the 
loatmen  would  not  consent,  and  he  was  buried  near  the  river,  on 
he  south  line  of  Independence,  on  land  since  cleared  hy  Esq. 
Frazer. 

This,  says  Judge  Atwater,  in  the  letter  I have  before  referred 
,o,  “was  the  most  afflicting  scene  of  my  life.  My  feelings  I can 
lot  pretend  to  describe.  My  fatigue  was  gveat  during  the  whole 
iistance.  My  anxiety  stimulated  every  power  I possessed,  of 
iody  or  mind. 

I was  in  perfect  health,  and  in  the  most  active  part  of  life,  but 
vhen  I had  got  through,  and  the  man  was  dead,  and  my  extreme 
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fatigue  was  at  an  end,  it  seemed  as  if  every  nerve  was  unstrung;  ^ 
and  in  ordinary  circumstances  I should  have  thought  myself  enti- 1 
tied  to  a few  days’  rest.  But  we  were  obliged  immediately  to  f w 
leave  there,  to  return  and  find  Mr.  Shepherd. 

Atwater  and  his  company  followed  the  marked  line  east  to  the  1 116 
northeast  corner  of  Portage  county,  when  they  found  he  had  got 1 ® 
the  line  up  there,  and  lie  and  his  party  were  in  good  health. 

The  whole  company  then  proceeded  to  run  the  line  to  the  lake, 
which  completed  the  township  lines.  Thus  was  completed  the 
survey  of  the  Western  Reserve,  east  of  the  Cuyahoga. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  season  sickness  prevailed  to  an  1 ^ 
alarming  extent,  and  but  few  escaped.  William  Andrews  and 1 ^ 
Peleg  Washburn  died  at  Cleveland  in  August,  and  one  or  two  ^ 
boat  loads  of  sick  were  sent  off  early  in  the  fall.  The  last  of1 
September,  1797.,  Judge  Atwater  was  taken  with  the  ague  and  I 
fever,  which  lasted  till  he  left  the  Reserve.  Says  Judge  Atwater 
in  the  letter  referred  to,  “I  was  at  Cleveland  in  a sad  situation 
— and  all  others  there,  about  as  bad  as  1 was.  When  the  fit  was 
off,  I with  a great  deal  of  exertion  could  go  to  the  spring  and  get  j 
a little  water,  and  set  it  by  the  side  of  my  old  bearskin  and  blan-  i 
ket,  where  I lay  through  the  long  nights  of  ague  and  fever  and  all 
around  were  much  in  the  same  situation.  Oh!  these  were  days 
and  nights  of  sorrow  and  affletion.” 

Tinker,  the  principal  boatman,  was  discharged  in  the  fall  and 
in  going  down  the  lake  with  three  others,  the  boat  capsized  near 
the  mouth  of  Chautauque  creek,  and  Tinker  and  two  of  the  men 
were  drowned. 

The  last  of  the  surveyors  left  the  Reserve  the  fore  part  of  No- 
vember, 1797,  for  the  most  part  a sorry,  sickly  looking  set  of 
beings,  the  very  reverse  of  what  they  were  in  the  Spring. 

In  1798  and  ’99,  Judge  Atwater  was  in  the  service  of  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company,  in  the  Western  part  of  New  York,  and  as- ' 
sisted  in  running  nearly  all  the  township  lines.  In  the  fall  of 
1799  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  spent  the  winter  with  his 
uncle,  in  study. 

In  1800,  in  company  with  his  brother  Jotham,  he  came  to 
Mantua,  and  made  a permanent  settlement  on  the  farm  where  he 
died. 
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In  1808,  on  the  organization  of  Portage  county,  he  was  elected 
tj.  le  of  the  Associate  Judges,  and  subsequently  held  many  public 
t0  lists,  such  as  his  neighbors  urged  upon  him,  but  which  he  did 
Dt  covet.  He  chose  retirement,  and  in  the  language  of  his  old 
lje  lend,  Abram  Tappan,  of  Ashtabula,  “ his  disposition  was  mild, 
,ot  ad  he  was  honest  to  a proverb.” 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Tappan,  written  March  24th,  1851,  Judge 
e twater  says — 

|je  “I  need  not  say  much  about  how  I have  run  the  line  of  life.  I 
ave  run  though  some  of  the  swamps  of  adversity,  and  over  many 
M f the  plains  of  prosperity.  My  assistants  have  generally  been 
B(j  heerful,  and  I may  say  faithful.  My  provisions  hold  out  well, 
yo  nd  perhaps  I have  enough  to  carry  me  through  to  the  end  of 
of  \y  line,  which  I have  good  reason  to  believe  will  soon  be  com- 

to*-" 


$umnnt  Cnuntij. 

AKRON, 

POBTAGE  TOWNSHIP. 


When  we  cast  our  eyes  north,  and  see  Old  Portage,  a celebra- 
.ed  boundary  in  the  Treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh  in  1785 — south,  and 
tee  New  Portage,  from  which  Boats  were  formerly  fitted  out  to 
Orleans — when  we  look  west,  and  see  within  our  Township, 
ind  almost  within  our  corporation,  the  celebrated  “ Indian  Trail,” 
mce  the  boundary  between  the  six  nations,  and  the  western  ln- 
iians — and  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795  made  the  bound- 
ary between  the  United  States  and  Indians — we  find  ourselves  on 
^lassie  ground,  surrounded  by  historic  mementoes  that  connect 
^ Akron  with  the  past,  as  a child  of  promise.  In  speaking  of  her 
we  are  necessarily  led  to  a consideration  of  the  Indian  Trail,  or 
Portage  Path — then  to  the  history  of  the  Indians  connected  with 
that  “ Path ,”  and  this  leads  us  to  a consideration  of  the  history 
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of  that  early  day  when  that  Path  was  the  great  highway  of  Nation  40 
— nations  that  existed  before  America  was  known  to  Europeans^  ^ 
I will  not  claim  for  Akron  a history  as  remote  as  Knickerbocke 
claims  for  New  York,  but  it  is  so  connected  with  the  Indian  wars 
treaties,  and  boundaries,  that  we  cannot  well  speak  of  Akron:pt 
without  beginning  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  rd 

At  the  close  of  that  war,  this  vast  North-Western  Territory  belta 
came  a subject  of  great  interest  to  the  National  Government,  m T 
well  as  to  certain  States.  Virginia  claimed  about  one  half,  ancyiti 
Connecticut  the  other  half  of  what  is  now  Ohio.  Virginia  subse  ie 
quently  relinquished  all  except  the  tract  between  the  Scioto  anc  1 
Miami  rivers,  known  as  the  Virginia  Military  Tract,  and  Connect  M 
icat  relinquished  all  but 4,000,000 acres,  knowrras  the  “Connect  a; 
icut  Western  Reserve,  M or  “New  Connecticut.  ” In  1786  th*| f 
“Ohio  Company”  was  formed,  consisting -chiefly  of  offioers  am  it 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who  had  expended  everything  but  life  It 
in  that  struggle,  and  received  as  pay  the  promises  of  a Govern  i 
ment  that  was  totally  insolvent.  These  unfortunate  men  pur 
chased  the  Tract  known  as  “the  Ohio  Company  Purchase”  anc 
paid  in  the  currency  known  as  “Continental  Money.”  Of  thi: 
company  was  Gen. , Parsons  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  He 
was.  a Major  General  in  Hie  war,  and  served  to  the  close  of  ii 
with  credit.  He  subsequently  became  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  Reserve,  as  he  obtained  permission  from  the  Governor  o1[ 
Connecticut  to  occupy  the  salt  springs,  in  what  is  now  Weathers- 
field,  in  Trumbull  County.  He  had  some  kind  of  a grant,  bj 
which  his  heirs  claimed  the  property,  but  he  was  accidentally 
drowned  in  the  big  Beaver  on  his  return  to  Connecticut  in  1780, i 
his  claim  was  rejected,  and  “ the  Salt  Spring  tract”  became  again1 
vested  in  Connecticut.  lie  may  be  said  to  be  the  pioneer  of  “ the. 
Reserve,”  and  the  connecting  link  between  the  two  companies. 

In  1795  Connecticut  sold  her  lands  to  the  “Connecticut  Land 
Company,”  and  thus  the  two  gieat  companies  became  rivals  in 
the  settlement  of  the  Territory.  The  Ohio  Company  oommencedi 
their  settlement  at  Marietta  in  April  1788 — eight  ytara  before 
the  Connecticut  Company  commenced  theirs. 
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ai!  As  early  as  January  1785,  a treaty  had'been  concluded  at  Fort 
8 clntosh,  (near*  Beaver)  with  the  Indians,  by  which  it  was  de- 
sired that  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  In- 
8i  ans  should  “ commence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  to  extend 
Di>  the  river  to  the  Portage,  between  that  and  the  Tuscarora 
anch  of  the*  Muskingum,  tnen  down  that  branch  to  the  crossing 
e ove  Fort  Laurens”  (near  Bolivar). 

^The  Indians  being  still  dissatished,  a new  treaty  was  made 
id  th  them,  by  Gov.  St.  Clair  in  1789,  by  which  the  boundaries  as 
e*i:ed  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh  were  confirmed, 
id  This  did  not,  however,  produce  the  results  anticipated,  and  the 
t-i  dians  seemed  determined  to  hold  on  to  their  beloved  rivers- 
t lyahoga  and  Tuscarawas.  This  produced  the  fatal  expeditions 
ie  Harmar  in  1790,  and  St.  Clair  in  ’91,  and  the  victorious  expe- 
id  tion  of  Wayne  in  J94.  In  the  spring  of  1794  the  army  assem- 
e,  ed  at  Fort  Greenville,  now  the  County,  seat  of  Darke  county,  and 

i t the  20th  of  August,  of  that  year,  encountered  the  combined 
r-  dian  forces  at  the  foot  of  the  Maumee  rapids  and  then,  forever, 
id-oke  down  the  Indian  spirit.  At  least  a dozen  tribes  were  en- 

ii  iged  in  the  Battle,  and  nearly  every  chief  except  Richardville, 

(e  tief  of  the  Mlamies,  was  slain.  In  August  1795  Wayne  concluded 
it  treaty,  at  Greenville,  with  some  of  these  tribes,  by  which  they 
■y  mfirmed  the  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh,  and  the  Cuyahoga  rivei 
if  id  Portage  Path  were  again  established  as  the  Western  Bound- 
s' *y  of  the  United  States. 

iy  But  50  years  have  passed  since  the  title  to  the  ground  ontthicli 
lye  stand  was  decided  by  the  arbitration  of  the  sword  and-toma- 
3,  iwk ; and  fifty  years  have  not  yet  passed  since  the  gronnu  un 
in  hich  the  public  buildings  are  located,  were  in  the  undisputed 
ie  ossession  of  the  red  men  of  the  forest. 

In  July,  179G,  one  year  after  the  formation  of  the  Connecticut 
id  and  Company,  the  first  surveying  party  arrived  at  Cleveland, 
in  nd  in  the  fall  of  that  year  the  first  permanent  settlement  was 
id  lade  where  that  city  now  stands.  In  September  and  October 
A f that  year  the  city  was  laid  out,  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
en.  Moses  Cleveland,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  one  of  the  exploring 
arty.  Cleveland  was  then  on  the  western  verge  of  tho  United 


24 


8UMM.IT  COUNTY 


Spates,  the  river  only  separating  it  from  the  Indian  land.  Bu  nrj 
two  families  remained  there  through  the  winter  of  ’96—7,  an|t 
their  nearest  neighbors  were  at  River  Raisin,  the  mouth  of  Bijiei 
Beaver,  and  Conneaut.  Sickness  and  other  causes  conspired  t id 
retard  its  growth,  and  from  January  '99  to  April  1800,  a perio  Ii 
oi  16  months,  Lorenzo  Carter,  from  Rutland,  Vermont,  was  then 
only  inhabitant  of  that  city.  ipi 

The  spring  of  ’99  was  a noted  era  in  the  history  of  the  Reserve  % 
A grist-mill  was  erected  at  the  Falls  in  Newburgh,  in  which  thlfj 
inhabitants  could  get  their  corn  ground,  instead  of  pounding  it  ft 
This  was  the  first  mill  on  the  Reserve.  u» 

In  May  ’99,  Lewis  Day,  and  others,  arrived  at  Deerfield,  Ponei 
tage  County,  in  a wagon,  which,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  was  thuoo 
first  wagon  ever  so  far  west;  and  on  the  7th  of  November  of  tham 
year,  Gen.  John  Campbell  married  a daughter  of  Mr.  Ely,  whic  ai 
I believe  was  the  first  wedding  in  the  bounds  of  Portage  Countyl  f 
which  then  included  this.  They  were  married  by  Calvin  Austiij  I 
Esq.,  of  Warren,  who,  in  company  with  Calvin  Pease,  afterward  1 
Judge  of  our  Supreme  Court,  came  to  the  wedding  on  foot,  theri 
being  no  roads.  in 

The  first  permanent  settlement  made  in  this  county,  was  bits 
1800,  by  David  Hudson,  at  what  is  now  called  Hudson,  in  hono  c 
of  him.  This  year  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  whites,  through 
the  imprudence  of  two  men,  McMahon  and  Story,  who  killer 
Capt.  George  and  Spotted  John,  two  Indians,  at  the  salt  work 
in  Trumbull  County.  McMahon  ^as  tried  and  acquitted.  Sta 
cy  fled.  Onondaga  George  was  present  and  insisted  upon  takinj 
immediate  vengeance  by  fin  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  white! 
before  they  had  time  to  unite  for  defence;  but  captain  Peters,  an 
other  chief,  was  bribed  by  the  whites,  and  he  prevented  the  exter 
mination  of  the  white  race  on  the  Reserve. 

McMahon  in  the  war  of  1812  served  in  the  north  western  arnu 
under  Harrison,  and  was  discharged  in  Nov.  of  that  year,  an< 
took  a path  for  the  Old  Portage,  but  was  overtaken  by  some  In 
dians  and  made  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the  Salt  Spring  murder.  I 
The  first  mail  route  through  any  part  of  this  county  was  es 
tablished  by  Mr.  Granger,  P.  M.  General,  in  1805,  from  Pitts 
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ft  urgh  to  Warren,  Ashtabula  and  Cleveland,  thence  to  Hudson 
to  t this  county — then  through  the  wilderness  to  Deerfield,  and 
ft  J eq  to  Pittsburgh,  which  route  was  performed  weekly  on  horse- 
1 1 lick. 

iolln  1806  one  of  those  occurrences  happened  that  again  endan- 
tli  Ired  the  peace  of  the  settlement.  Some  Mohawk  Indians  en- 
mped  in  Deerfield,  conceiving  themselves  wronged  in  a horse 
vi  jade,  shot  Daniel  Diver  through  the  head.  The  party  consisted 
‘John  Mohawk,  Bigson  and  his  two  sons.  At  this*  time  all  the 
i ilitia  in  Portage  county  composed  one  Battalion  under  the  com- 
and  of  Maj.  Byers  of  Deerfield.  He  assembled  some  of  his 
en,  and  started  in  pursuit.  Gn  the  following  night  they  over- 
lok  the  Indians  encamped  on  the  western  bank  of  the.  Cuyahoga, 
i what  is  now  Boston.  They  fired  upon  them,  and  killed  Nick- 
iiW,  and  took  Bigson  and  his  son  prisoners.  It  was  in  the  depth 
: winter,  and  the  Indians  were  taken  back,  bound,  and  not  even 
dowed  the  covering  that  would  have  made  a brute  comfortable. 
The  consequences  were  that  the  Indians  were  frozen  so  tha& 
fiey  were  crippled  for  life.  They  were  tried  and  acquitted,  as 
le  act  was  that  of  Mohawk,  in  consequence  of  a quarrel  between 
Am  and  Diver,  in  which  the  others  had  no  part.  But  though 
icquitted  he  could  no  longer  pursue  the  chase.  His  squaw  per- 
ched in  the  woods  after  his  capture,  and  the  poor  old  Indian  and 
is  sons  would  sit  for  hours  on  the  banks  of  the  Mahoning,  and 
reep  over  their  fallen  condition.  What  made  his  regrets  more 
ainful  was,  he  had  ever  been  the  friend  of  the  whites — served 
nder  Wayne  in  his  battle  with  the  Indians — had  been  entrusted 
rith  important  charges,  and  ever  proved  faithful  to  his  trust. — 
uchwas  the  gratitude — such  the  reward  bestowed  by  the  whites.  * 

* Capt.  Heman  Oviatt,  of  Bichfield,  who  lived  in  Hudson  at 
he  time  of  the  capture  of  Bigson,  says: 

“Bigson  was  brought  to  my  house,  bare-footed,  and  begged 
f me  a pair  of  moccasins,  to  keep  his  feet  from  freezing.  I was 
;oing  to  give  him  a pair  when,  Major  "Rogers  threatened  to  put 
ae  under  guard;  if  I did,  and  he  was  taken  away  without  any.” 
In  “Ohio,  its  history  and  antiquities,”  page  417,  it  is  said  : 

“ The  narrator  has  seen  this  old  frost-bitten  chief,  Bigson,  who 
tad  been  almost  frozen  to  death,”  etc. 
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In  1811  Onondaga  George,  with  a large  body  of  Indians  wer 
found  stationed  along  the  river  without  any  apparent  object.-  ^p 
The  Indians  were  sulky  and  hostile,  and  Capt.  George,  as  he  wa 
called,  would  flourish  his  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  in  appa  ^ 
rent  defiance.  After  a few  days  they  disappeared  as  suddenl  y i 
as  they  appeared,  and  have  not  been  seen  here  since.  Threj  ^, 
days  after  their  departure  news  came  of  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  ^] 
It  was  then  evident  that  they  were  a part  of  the  great  India:  fo 
plan  for  exterminating  the  whites,  and  had  the  issue  of  that  bat,^ 
tie  been  different,  Capt.  George  with  his  band  would  have  d%i 
stroyed  all  the  scattered  settlements  west  of  the  Cuyahoga.-,  ^ 
During  the  time  they  remained  they  kept  a ‘‘look  out”  on  i ^ 
high  bluff  point  west  of  the  place  where  the-second  lock  is  locate^ 


at  Old  Portage.  | os 

Their  runners  brought  intelligence  of  the  Indian  defeat,  tyy 
them,  three  days  before  the  news  reached  the  whites.  1(1] 

On  the  bursting  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  so  important  was  th»| 
Old  Portage  deemed  as  a military  post,  that  Gen.  Wadsworth  r 
with  a portion  of  the  army,  was  stationed  there  an  the  bank  wes  jj 
of  the  two  Locks ; but  so  signal  had  been  the  defeat  of  the  In-  j 
dians  at  Tippecanoe,  that  few,  if  any,,  have  ever  returned  to  theij 
favorite  haunts  on  the  Cuyahoga,  or  traversed  their  war-path 
across  the  Portage.  Their  council  fires  are  extinguished — th< 
warwhoop  is  still — the  war-path  untrodden.  The  furnace  standi 
on  the  cold  council  hearth — the  shuttle  and  the  mill  are  hearc, 
instead  of  the  war-whoop — and  the  railroad  and  canal  occupy 
the  war-path.  Most  of  them  have  gone  with  their  chief,  Tecum- 
seh,  to  the  Great  Spirit;  the  survivors  have  been  driven  to  thfe 
setting  sun — civilization  has  been  advanced  by  their  destruction, 
but  humanity  weeps  over  the  wrongs,  and  extinction,  of  the  Beol 
man  of  the  forest. 


On  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  settlers  began  to  flock  in.i 
in  1811  Maj  Spicer,  Amos  Spicer,  Paul  and  B.  Williams  made  a 
settlement  a little  east  of  the  present  corporation,  where  Maj. 
Spicer,  and  his  Lady,  formerly  Mrs.  Williams,  still  reside  on  the 
old  location,  surrounded  by  his  own,  and  the  descendants  of  the 
others. 
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Immediately  on  the  location  of  the  Ohio  Canal,  Gen.  Perkins 
id  Paul  Williams  laid  out  Akron,  and  it  began  to  improve.  The 
*rst  house  erected  was  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
xchange  streets,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  McDonald  as  a Tavern, 
he  timber  was  cleared  from  the  ground  where  it  stands,  and  the 
iuse  erected,  in  Sept.  1825,  after  the  Town  was  located,  but 
efore  it  was  named. 

f In  1827  Akron  had  become  a Port,  and  Woolsey  Wells*  Esq., 
as  Attorney  at  Law,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Postmaster,  and  Ca- 
al  Collector,  for  the  Port  of  Akron.  I have  in  my  Cabinet  of 
xriosities,  his  desk,  about  two  feet  by  eighteen  inches,  that  con- 
fined, in  its  pigeon  holes,  all  the  files,  and  documents  of  his 
liultifarious  offices.  He,  with  Major  Mills,  Joshua  King,  and 
oseph  Keeler,  the  last  of  whom  kept  a little  log  grocery  on  the 
ink  North  of  the  Summit  House,  then  composed  the  business 
art  of  Akron. 

[ In  1831  Dr.  Crosby,  to  whom  Akron  owes  a debt  that  can  nev- 
' be  cancelled,  conceived  the  project  of  bringing  the  Little  Cuy- 
hoga,  from  Middlebury,  round  to  Akron,  *and  thus  creating  an 
nmense  water-power. 

No  sooner  was  the  project  conceived  than  it  was  undertaken, 
ad  before  his  plan  could  be  comprehended,  by  others,  he  had 
Cascade  mill  race”  dug,  and  the  Stone-mill  in  operation. 

In  1832,  Charles  W.  Howard,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  bus- 
iess  men  that  ever  lived  in  Akron,  erected  the  building  on  the 
>rner,  known  as  Hall’s  store,  which  was  burnt  February,  1851. 

:i  honor  of  his  enterprise  the  proprietors  named  the  principal 
eet,  after  him,  “Howard  Street.”  The  Town  at  this  time,  con- 
ned about  GOO  inhabitants. 

The  first  Canal  Boat,  for  Cleveland  cleared  from  Akron,  July 
1827,  causing  great  rejoicing,  as  it  moved  off  at  a speed  of 
|iree  miles  an  hour  through  the  Portage  and  Northampton  hills. 
It  is  usually  thought  that  business  and  literature  are  incom- 
Gbtible  with  each  other — but  if  the  number  of  publications  is 
ridence  of  the  literature  of  Akron,  she  is  the  Athens  of  Ohio. — 
o less  than  twenty-two  periodicals  have  been  published  in  this 
iwn  since  1836.  The  first  was  “The  Akron  Weekly  Post,”  by 
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Madison  H.  White — the  first  number  of  which  was  issued  Marc 
19,  1836;  then  the  “ Akron  Journal,”  by  C.  Bryan;  “ The  Era, 
by  J.  F,  Fenn;  “ The  American  Balance,”  by  Smith  and  Gallo 
way;  “ The  Buzzard,”  by  Jedediah  Brownbread;  “ Glad  Tidings,’ 
by  Whitney,  Davis,  and  Doolittle;  “The  Flower  of  the  West,”  b; 
Allison  and  Rumrix;  “The  Pestalozzian,”  by  S.  L.  Sawtell  amtii 
Co.;  “The  Cascade  Roarer,”  by  S.  A.  Lane  and  Co.;  “Summit!* 
Beacon,”  by  H.  Bowen;  “The  Flail,”  by  L.  L.  Howard;  “Th,lf 
American  Democrat,”  by  H.  Canfield;  “The  Casket,”  “Freeith 
Soil  Platform,”  “Akron  Eagle,”  “ Free  Democrat,”  “True  Kin  w 
dred,”  “Akron  Offering,”  “Free  Democratic  Standard,”  “ Th«:th 
Sockdolager,”  “ The  Whip,”  and  the  “School-Mistress.”  tc 

As  an  additional  evidence  of  our  being  a literary  people,  th  m 
Legislature  in  1844  chartered  a college  in  Akron,  with  power  t m 
confer  literary,  legal,  medical,  and  theological,  degrees,  whic.'tl 
is  in  full  force,  to  be  acted  upon  when  the  times  and  circumstan  s 
ces  render  it  expedient.  n 

Such  is  a brief  outline  of  the  ancient  history  of  Akron.  Whe: 
we  look  forward,  we  are  lost  in  wonder.  The  Portage  Path,  th1  j 
ancient  boundary  of  the  United  States,  is  now  the  dividing  lin  lu 
between  the  East  and  the  West.  Instead  of  the  Indian  trail  th.|Ji 
Railroad  is  running  in  all  directions;  and  when  the  route  conect  it 
ing  the  Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland,  with  the  Central  Rail-road  a 
Wooster  shall  be  completed — when  our  immense  beds  of  stone  j 
coal,  iron  and  pottery,  shall  have  an  opening  to  market — whe  ci 
our  flour,  by  a speedy  transportation  to  market,  can  come  i ci 
competition  ivith  the  New  York  and  Eastern  production— whe  ! to 
the  milk  from  our  dairies  can  be  sent  while  yet  almost  warm,  t oi 
the  New  York  market,  Akron  will  indeed  be  not  only  the  child  cl  la 
promise,  but  of  fulfillment.  ’ s 

By  the  fires  of  June,  and  September  1848,  December  1849,  an 
February  1851,  the  business  part  of  ancient  Akron  has  beejf 
laid  in  ruins,  but,  like  the  Phoenix,  she  has  arisen  from  the  ash  \ 
es,  reinvigorated,  rejuvenated,  and  beautified.  This  is  “-ou  < 
much  loved  home.” 

| !l 
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BATH  TOWNSHIP. 

El  

\ This  Township  is  No.  3,  in  the  12th  Range  which  makes  it  one 
u her  of  townships  west  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and  was  included  in  the 
and  purchased  of  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Industry  in 
1.805.  It  was  originally  called  Wheatfield,  and  is  so  called  in 
he  original  survey  book  of  Col.  Rial  McArthur,  and  R.  Warden, 
ivho  surveyed  the  township  into  lots  in  1808,  three  years  after 
he  purchase  of  the  Indians.  How  long  the  township  continued 

0 be  called  by  that  name  cannot  be  definitely  known,  as  it  grad- 
ually went  out  of  use.  In  1810  Jason  Hammond,  Theodore  Ham- 
mond, and  others  settled  in  this  township,  and  it  gradually  took 
he  name  of  Hammondsburgh;  and  I ha^  e letters  now  in  my  pos- 
session, written  in  1847,  directed  to  “ Jason  Hammond,  Ham- 
mondsburgh, No.  3, 12  Range,  Western  Reserve,  State  of  Ohio.” 

1 The  township  was  organized  in  1818,  and  when  the  question 
was  put,  “ what  shall  it  be  called?”  Deacon  Jonathan  Hale,  who 
Had  a little  of  the  wag  in  him,  replied:  “ call  it  Jerusalem,  or 
iferico,  or  Bath,  or  anything  but  Hammondsburgh;”  upon  which 
t was  immediately  christened  Bath. 

The  township  belonged  to  several  proprietors,  among  whom 
were  Ezekiel  Williams,  and  Thomas  Bull,  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. In  June,  1810,  Jonathan  Hale,  of  Glastenbury,  Connecti- 
cut, exchanged  his  land  there,  with  Mr.  Bull,  for  lands  in  this 
township.  Jason  Hammond,  of  Bolton,  Connecticut,  had  previ- 
ously, in  the  same  year,  exchanged  his  lands  with  Mr.  Bull,  for 
lands  in  this  township.  Mr.  Hammond  having  the  first  choice, 
and  Mr.  Hale  the  second. 

In  June  1810,  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Hammond  both  left  Connecti- 
cut for  their  new  homes;  Mr.  Hammond  leaving  four  days  before 
Mr.  Hale,  but  arrived  two  weeks  later.  These  were  the  first 
legal  settlers  im  Bath,  although  Aaron  Miller,  Gibson  Gates,  Hez- 
ekiah  Burdit,  Aaron  and  Moses  Decker,  and  Moses  Latta,  had 
squatted  previously.  They  came  into  the  town  in  the  spring  of 
1810. 


30 


SUMMIT  COUNTY. 


An  anecdote,  here,  will  illustrate  the  mode  of  traveling,  and 


ill 


family,  in  a wagon  drawn  by  oxen  the  12th  of  June  1810.  Just 
after  he  passed  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  he  over- 
took a man  on  foot,  with  a bag  on  his  back,  containing  meat, 
bread,  and  oats — provisions  for  himself  and  family,  and  horse. 
He  was  followed  by  his  wife  on  horseback,  with  a little  boy  be- 
hind her.  On  coming  up  a conversation  ensued,  which  I cannot 
give  any  better  than  in  Mr.  Hale’s  own  words. 

Says  the  footman  to  Mr.  Hale: 

“ Where  mout  you  be  going,  stranger?  ” 

“ To  Ohio.” 

“I  swan,”  says  he,  “I  am  going  there  too.  What  part  of 
Ohio,  stranger  ?” 

“ To  town  3,  Range  12.” 

“I  swan,”  says  he;  “so  am  I.” 

I said  to  him:  “ I have  the  second  choice  in  the  Bull  tract,  in 
that  township.” 

“ Then,”  saye  he,  “I  swan,  you  will  go  right  into  my  house — 
for  I have  got  the  best  house  in  Wheatfield.  I hewed  the  logs 
and  split  the  floor  from  an  ash  log.” 

I found  it  to  be  Aaron  Miller,  the  father  of  Morris  Miller,  one 
of  our  best  men  in  Bath. 

Miller  passed  Hale  and  arrived  in  Wheatfield  before  him.  He 
had  located  on  lot  eleven,  built  a cabin,  and  been  back  for  his 
family.  Moses  Latta  on  the  lot  east  of  Mr.  Capron’s,  on  what 
is  now  the  road  from  Ellis’  corners  to  Old  Portage.  Mr.  Hale 
arrived  on  the  4th  of  July  1810,  and  sure  enough  he  drove  right 
up  to  the  house  of  Aaron  Miller.  His  team  being  weary,  he  en- 
quired of  Miller  where  he  could  find  a pasture  to  turn  them.— 
Miller  replied  “the  wide  world  is  before  you.”  Such  was  the 
accommodation  of  the  first  settlers. 

Jason  Hammond,  having  the  first  claim,  selected  lots  26,  27, 
28,  29,  and  30.  Jonathan  Hale,  having  the  stMgd  claim,  se- 
lected lots  11,  12,  13,  and  part  of  14.  These  two  locations  em- 
braced the  land  lying  between  the  Cuyahoga  River  and  the  high 
hills  west,  and  were  the  site  of  the  old  Mingo  town. 
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t)n  an  old  map,  published  by  Lewis  Evans  in  1755,  a copy  of 
ivhich  is  given  on  page  120  of  ‘ 1 Ohio,  its  History  and  Antiquities,’’ 
t will  be  seen  that  the  Mingoes  are  located  on  the  Cuyahoga 
River,  a little  above  the  Tawas — which  were  in  Northampton. — 
The  “ French  house,”  there  laid  clown,  although  the  author  thinks 
t is  in  Brooklin,  was,  undoubtedly  at  Ponty’s  camp  in  Boston. 
Ef  there  is  any  correctness  in  the  map,  this  is  undoubtedly,  the 
ocation  of  that  trading  post. 

The  Mingoes  who  inhabited  this  valley  when  Hale  and  the 
Hammonds  located,  were  a band  of  the  Cayugas.  Skikellimus, 
the  father  of  “ Logan,  the  Mingo  chief,”  was  the  chief  of  this 
band,  and  once  lived  at  Shamokin,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Where  he  became  convert  to  Christianity  under  the  preaching  of 
the  Moravians.  He  was  ever  the  friend  of  the  whites,  and  so 
highly  did  he  esteem  James  Logan,  then  the  secretary  of  the 
Province,  that  he  named  his  son  “ Logan,”  after  him.  This 
was  the  celebrated  “Logan  the  Mingo  chief,”  whose  speech,  at 
Old  Chillicothe,  in  1774,  Mr.  Jefferson  gives  in  his  notes  on  Vir- 
ginia. 

It  will  be  recollected,  by  all  who  are  posted  in  the  aboriginal 
history  of  the  country,  that  his  father,  brother,  and  sister,  were 
murdered  near  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Creek,  on  the  Ohio,  in  1774 
by  a party  commanded  by  Capt.  David  Greathouse,  one  of  the 
Sindian  hunters.  A more  base  and  brutal  murder,  was  never 
committed.  Iu  the  spring  of  1774,  a party  of  Indians  encamped 
on  the  north  west  of  the  Ohio,  near  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Creek. 
A party  of  whites  called  “Greathouse’s  party,”  were  encamped 
on  the  opposite  bank.  The  Indians  consisted  of  Logan’s  father, 
his  brother,  his  sister  and  her  babe.  The  whites  got  the  Indians 
to  drink  rum,  and  when  they  were  drunk,  tomahawked  the  whole 
of  them.  The  woman,  with  her  babe,  attempted  to  escape,  but 
was  sliot  down.  Till  this  time  Logan  had  been  the  advocate  for 
peace — and  to  him  the  Indians  had  given  their  consent,  when  the 
inews  arrived  from  Yellow  Creek.  The  consequence  was  that 
’ Logan,  who  had  been  for  peace,  raised  the  hatchet,  and  declared 
he  would  never  bury  it  until  he  had  taken  ten  for  one.  This 
threat  he  literally  fulfilled.  His  celebrated  speech,  at  Old  Chilli 
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cothe  in  November,  1774,  at  the  treaty  for  peace,  is  well  known 
ho  alb  lover?  of  native  eloquence. 

“ 1 agpoal  to  any  white  man  to  Say,  if  ever  he  entered  Logan rs 
cabin,  hv&gry,  and  he  gave  him  no  meat — if  ever  he  came  cold, 
and  naked,  and  he  clothed  him  not.  During  the  last,  long,  and 
bloody  war,  Logan  remained  in  his  cabin  an  advocate  for  peace. 
Nay!  such  was  my  love  for  the  whites,  that  my  countrymen  point- 
ed at  me,  as  they  passed  by,  and  said,  Logan  is  the  friend  of  the 
white  man.  I had  even  thought  to  live  with  you,  but  for  the  in- 
juries of  one  man.  Col.  Cresap,  the  last  spring,  in  cold  blood, 
and  unprovoked,  cut  off  all  the  relatives  of  Logan,  not  sparing 
even  my  women  and  children.  There  runs  not  a drop  of  my 
blood  in  the  veins  of  any  human  creature.  This  called  on  me  for 
revenge.  I have  sought  it.  I have  killed  many.  I have  fully 
glutted  my  vengeance.  For  my  country  I rejoice  at  the  beams  of 
peace.  But  do  not  harbor  the  thought  that  mine  is  the  joy  of 
fear.  Logan  never  felt  fear.  He  would  not  turn  on  his  heel  to. 
save  his  life.  Who  is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ? Not  one.” 

One  branch  of  Logan’s  band  were  settled  at  what  was  called 
the  “Old  Mingo  Town,”  on  the  Ohio  river,  three  miles  below 
SteubenvilLe,  where  Logan,  at  one  time  resided,  but  in  the  Dun- 
more  war  his  Town  was.  destroyed,  and  the  last  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  his  tribe  was  in  Bath.  Poor  old  Logan,  the  friend, 
of  the  white  man,  broken  hearted  at  the  murder  of  his  family, 
and  the  destruction  of  his  tribe  became  a wanderer  upon  the  earth, 
and  was  basely  murdered,  near  Detroit,  as  he  sat  at  the  door  of 
his  cabin,  unsuspicious  of  harm.  Thus  perished  the  last  of  the 
Mingoes.  The  .remains  of  their  town  are  yet  to  be  seen  in  a 
meadow,  a little  north  of  east  from  Jonathan,  Hale’s.. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hale  moved  into  the  township,  the  Indians 
were  very  plenty,  and  generally  friendly.  The  ruling  passion 
among  all  was  a love  of  whiskey.  There  mis  amefcg  them  an 
old  Chief  by  the  name  of  Jambolas,  who  had  one  black  eye,  and 
one  of  a beautiful  blue.  One  day,  being  in  at  Mr.  Hale’s  he  be- 
gan to  jabber  over  his  Indian,  when  Mrs.  Miller  told  him  to  talk 
English.  Jambolas  shook  his  head,  and  says — “me  Indian.” — 
Mfii  Miller  said — “ I know  you  are  Indian,  but  you  can  talk 
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nglish  if  you  have  a mind  to.”  Jambolas  shook  his  head  and 
ys  ume  Indian.”  Mr.  Hale  handed  him  a glass  of  N.  E.  rum, 
at  he  brought  from  Connecticut,  which  the  old  chief  drank  off, 
lacked  his  lips  and  says — “ damn  Indian — me  white,”  and  pull- 
lg  down  the  under  lid,  “ see  blue  eye.” 

On  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull  at  Detroit,  in  1812,  the  settlers 
3st  of  the  Cuyahoga,  became  entirely  exposed  to  the  incursions 
I the  Indians.  Not  knowing  when  an  attack  might  be  made, 
e inhabitants  dug  holes  in  the  earth,  and  buried  their  provis- 
os, and  furniture.  William  Hale,  a son  of  Jonathan,  who  was 
st  old  enough  to  see  the  necessity  of  burying  those  articles 
lich  were  most  valuable,  took  the  pudding  stick,  and  hid  it  in  a 
|lit  rail,  where  it  remained  till  the  return  of  “ the  piping  notes 
; peace,”  when  it  was  returned  to  its  long  vacant  place  in  the 
bin;  where  it  rewarded  him,  many  a time,  with  the  luxury  of 
ish,  for  his  thoughtfulness  and  care. 

[Throughout  the  war  Mr.  Hale,  and  his  neighbors,  lived  thus 
posed  to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  As  a specimen  of 
sir  exposed  situation,  and  fears — the  only  opening  that  admit- 
i light  and  air,  was  a small  .hole,  made  by  cutting  a piece  out 
tone  of  the  logs.  Such  a thing  as  a glass  window  was  a luxury 
[known,  and  was  beyond  coveting.  Every  night,  at  dark  the 
hts  were  extinguished,  and  the  oven  board  put  up  to  close  the 
le  in  the  log,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  looking  in  to 
sot  them.  Mr.  Hale  slept  with  his  rifle  within  reach,  and  with 
oaded  pist'ol  under  his  pillow,  and  the  axe  within  reach  of  his 
|fe — and,  as  the  old  gentleman  related  it  to  me,  his  eyes  kin- 
id  with  the  fire  of  other  days,  and  he  said — “ if  they  had  come 
she  would  have  hewed  down  two  or  three  of  them.” 
Notwithstanding  the  hardships  and  perils  that  the  first  settlers 
|d  to  endui^,  there  was  not  a death  in  the  township  until  two 
ars  after  to  first  settlement.  In  1812  Adam  Vance,  an  old 
chelor,  from  Pennsylvania,  was  drowned  in  the  Cuyahoga,  as 
was  crossing  it  on  his  way  to  Hudson  to  meeting.  He  was  the 
it  person  that  died  in  the  township,  and  was  buried  on  the 
:th  side  of  lot  80,  in  what  was  then  the  north  west  corner  of 
i lot  laid  out  fo» « grave  yard,  a little  south  of  where  William 
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Hale  now  lives.  His  brother  William  was  killed  a few  years  later 
by  a fall  from  a load  of  hay,  and  lies  by  his  side. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  township,  was  kept  in  1811,  in 
the  house  of  Aaron  Miller  a little  north  east  of  Jonathan  Hale’s,  , 
by  Rachel  Hammond,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Leman  Faraum  of 
Richfield. 

In  1811  the  inhabitants  began  to  think  a road  a very  conven- 
ient thing  for  a town,  and  they  got  up  a petition  for  one,  and 
Jonathan  Hale  went  to  Ravenna,  to  lay  it  before  the  Commission-  * 
ers,  who,  on  his  paying  $5  cost,  allowed  him  to  out  out  a road, 
at  his  own  expense,  from  Ponty’s  camp,  in  Boston,  to  old  Portage,® 
a distance  of  eleven  miles. 

The  township  was  organized  in  1818,  and  Dr.  Henry  Hutsor 11 
elected  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Eleazer  Rice  the  first® 
constable.  Rice  was  a small  man  and  generally  disliked.  One® 
Sunday  Lewis  Hammond  and  Isaiah  Fowler,  for  sport  tipped^ 
Rice’s  sled  over  and  broke  it.  Rice  complained  of  them  to  Squire 
Hutson,  for  a breach  of  the  Sabbath,  and  as  he  was  the  only  con  ®1 
stable  the  warrant  was  placed  in  his  hands  for  service.  Just  a i 0 
he  arrived  with  his  captives,  at  the  Squire’s,  Hammond  and  Fow  8 
ler  started  and  ran,  in  opposite  directions.  Here  was  a dilemma  0 
Poor  Rice  could  chase  but  one,  and  he,  unfortunately,  selectee 
Hammond,  who  was  a large,  and  powerful  man.  Rice  came  uj  & 
with  him,  and  jumping  on  his  back,  locked  his  arms  around  Mr 
neck.  Hammond,  without  the  least  halt  seized  him  by  the  legs  p 
and  ran  away  with  him.  This  was  the  first  trial  in  Bath. 

Abner  Robinson,  the  poet,  who  was  mentioned  in  the  histor  ® 
of  Richfield,  was  a roving  genius,  but  generally  located  in  tlii  ^ 
town.  He  was  “ one  of  'em”  and  made  a graat  deal  of  "sport  b ^ 
his  crawfish  manner  of  expresson.  Speaking  one  dax,  of  Jak  le 
Morter,  he  says: 

“Jake  says,  Abner,  come  and  look  at  my  pigs.  went,  an  ^ 
they  were  fine  ones.  Jake  sajs,  the  youngest  is  the  oldest — n ^ 
— I mean  the  biggest  is  the  littlest — no — I talk  like  a damne  ^ 
fool.  Any  how,  they  looked  so  much  apart  you  couldn’t  tell  ’ei  ^ 
alike  ’ * 

This  township  particularly  the  eastern  half,  is  rich  in  minera’!  ^ 
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id  fossil  remains.  The  wealth  was  discovered  by  the  surveyors, 
ho  made  the  following  entry  in  their  field  book : 

“ The  attraction  of  the  needle,  on  these  lines  (in  the  east  part 
the  town)  is  on  account  of  the  vast  quantity  of  iron  ore  that 
?s  in  the  earth  under  where  those  lines  pass  over — or  near  to  it. 
aero  is  all  the  appearance  of  ore  on  the  rivulets.  Small  pieces 
ted,  and  held  towards  the  needle,  had  particular  influence  on 
and  by  passing  through  these  deep  hollows  has  had  particular 
fluence  on  those  lines. 

On  examination  this  mark  of  the  surveyors  i 
e road  from  Hammond’s  comers  to  Niles  the  stones  are  mostly 
itruginous;  and  most  of  the  land  that  was  swampy,  in  a state  of 
;ture,  is  underlaid  with  a bed  of  bog  ore  ; but  as  Hie  country 
s been  cleared  up,  and  the  water  drained  off,  it  has  oxydized, 
d become  what  furnace  men  call  “ dead  ore.”  There  is,  how- 
er,  much  rock  ore  of  an  excellent  quality. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  geological  formation  of  this 
rt  of  the  town,  is  its  fossil  remains.  In  the  field  of  Esq.  Ham- 
pnd,  a little  west  of  Hammond’s  comers,  are  large  quantities  of 
3sil  coral,  clearly  showing  that  it  was  once  the  bed  of  the  ocean. 
>ssil  shells,  too,  underlay  this  part  of  the  town,  at  a depth  of 
jpm  30  to  50  feet.  A few  rods  east  of  Judge  Voris  is  a deep 
jull,”  the  bottom  of  which  is  a lime  stone  rock,  of  a bluish  cast, 
mposea  almost  entirely  of  salt  water  fossil  shells. 

Two  miles  east  of  there,  on  lots  12  and  13,  and  on  the  verge  of 
e hill  as  it  descends  to  the  river,  rises  as  small  stream,  called 
Bale’s  run,”  which  cuts  through  the  hill  at  a depth  of  from  40 
50  feet  to  the  house  of  Jonathan  Hale.  The  bottom  of  this 
£ull”  is  also  composed  of  fossil  shell  limestone,  which  dips  with 
b hill,  so  as  to  preserve  a pretty  uniform  depth  from  the  top  of 
0 bank.  This  fossil  shell  rock,  when  burnt,  makes  the  whitest 
lime,  and  can  be  procured  in  any  quantities.  How  this  vast 
derl-ay  of  fossil  shell  came  to  be  deposited  with  a stratum  of 
feet  of  earth  above  it,  is  for  geologists  to  determine.  It  is 
l{  obable  that  it  was  done  by  that  vast  flood  that  caused  the  veg- 
ition  that  formed  our  vast  coral  beds — and  that  it  dates  back 
the  antediluvian  World. 
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As  I have  had,  frequently,  to  remark,  the  Cuyahoga,  Portage 
Path,  and  Tuscarawas  were  formerly  the  boundary  between  “thelth 
six  nations”  and  the  western  Indians.  On  the  east  of  it  were  the 
Mohawks,  Senecas,  Onondagas,  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and  Ottaways. 
On  the  west  were  the  Delawares,  Potowatomies,  Wyandot,  Weas, 
&c.,  and  the  small  band  of  Mingoes.  By  reference  to  Lewis 
Evans’  map  of  the  middle  British  Colonies,  published  in  1755, 
and  to  which  I have  alre  ady  referred,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Tawas,  which  were  located  in  Northampton,  were  a little  lower 
down  than  the  Mingoes.  This  map,  made  at  the  time  the  Indians 
were  at  their  several  locations,  fixes  the  Mingoes  in  Bath ; the 
Tawas  in  Northampton.  The  Wyandots,  Potawatomies,  Senecas, 
Mohawks,  and  other  tribes  hunted  on  the  Cuyahoga,  but  had  no 
villages  on  the  river.  As  would  be  expected,  the  boundary  be- 
tween so  many  nations  became  the  theatre  of  war,  and  forts, 
breastworks,  and  entrenchments,  on  both  sides  of  the  river  give 
evidence  of  a high  state  of  military  science  and  of  oft  repeatec 
conflicts. 

Directly  east  of  William  Hale’s  house,  on  lot  eleven,  is  a higl 
ridge,  about  a hundred  rods  long,  terminating  on  the  north  an( 
south  ends  in  a perpendicular  bank.  On  the  north  end  of  thimri 
ridge,  are  the  remains  of  a fort  fifteen  rods  in  circumference  flow 
with  bastions,  curtains,  and  every  other  part  that  characterize!  ,ttli 
a scientific  fortification  at  the  present  day.  It  was  so  located  a:  At 
to  control  or  defend  the  Mingo  town,  when  there,  being  about  ainh 
quarter  of  a mile  from  it,  and  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  above  it  iort] 

About  a quarter  of  a mile  north-east  of  this  fort  is  another  ohk 
the  same  form,  and  size,  but  on  ground  about  ten  feet  lower  downUac 
This  last  is  on  a plateau  of  about  a half  mile  in  width,  terminal?  estrt 
ing,  towards  the  river,  very  abruptly.  It  is  covered  over,  as  ar  As 
the  walls  and  interior  of  the  fort,  with  trees  of  the  largest  growtl* outh 
The  curtains,  bastions,  and  indeed  the  whole  outline  is  easil: ificat: 
traced  as  the  walls  are  generally  from  two  to  three  feet  high,  ‘omt 

About  half  a mile  east  of  this  fort  is  a large  number  of  moundi  ieba 
from  ten  to  twenty  feet  diameter,  and  from  three  to  ten  feet  higl  8 {of 
These,  tieo,  with  one  exception,  are  covered  with  large  trees,  ao  at  t 
must  have  existed,  for  centuries,. 
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A little  to  the  south-east  of  these  mounds  is  another  fort,  of 
he  same  size  and  form  as  the  others,  except  it  has  a double  wall 
;owards  the  river,  as  is  represented  in  the  annexed  figure: 
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at  | It  is  in  the  south-east  corner  of  lot  eleven  in  Bath.  The  main 
tii  |ork  is  exactly  like  the  others  in  size  and  form.  The  river  is 
ici  «ow  nearly  a mile  distant,  though  it  is  apparent  that  it  once  ran 
in  t the  foot  of  the  hill  some  twenty  feet  below  the  fort, 
li  About  a mile  from  this  fort,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,- 
it  id  a little  further  up,  is  another  fort,  on  the  river  bottom,  in 
ei  orthampton.  This  last  fortification,  is  much  larger  than  either 
er  t?  those  on  the  Bath  side  of  the  river.  This  containing,  probably, 
ol  1 acre  and  a half.  As  it  is  in  a cultivated  field,  the  plow  is  fast 
ina  sstroying  this  relic  of  antiquity. 

i A short  distance  on  the  North  of  the  mounds,  and  about  a mile 
3fll  outh  of  the  North  line  of  Northampton,  is  a very  sing\ilar  fbr- 
,asi  fication.  Hale’s  run  comes  in  from  the  west,  and  Furnace  run 
lorn  the  north-west  cutting  deep  channels.  At  a point  where 
0 e banks  are  a hundred  feet  high  they  come  so  near  each  other 
jjjj  ji  to  form  a sliding  ridge,  so  narrow  that  but  one  person  can  pass 
3 9i  i at  a time.  They  then  diverge'  and  the  bank  between  them 
adually  widens  for  130  rods  where  the  plat  is  between  three 
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and  four  rods  wide,  terminating  on  the  north  end,  as  well  as  on  li- 
the sides  in  perpendicular  slide  banks,  which  no  one  can  ascend,  jog 
Near  the  north  end  are  four  holes,  about  ten  feet  apart,  arranged  * 
in  a square.  They  have  the  appearance  of  old  wells,  partly  filled  ago 
up,  and  are  now  about  four  feet  deep.  i 

From  this  point,  passing  south,  a few  rods  from  the  narrowest  yea 
point  of  the  neck,  is  a breastwork,  eight  rods  long,  with  a ditch  j ^ 
on  the  inside  next  to  the  neck.  There  is  a space  at  each  end  of  1 
the  breast  work,  of  two  rods,  between  the  breast  work  and  the f 6511 
bank,  which  is  not  fortified.  ^ 

Two  miles  south-east,  at  the  junction  of  “the  feeder”  with  thop 
canal,  on  the  north-west  corner  formed  by  Yellow  creek  crossing  P 
the  canal,  is  an  extensive  grave  yard.  It  is  covered  with  a forest  P 
of  a growth  as  large  as  the  surrounding  woods,,  and  its  size,  and  m 
number  of  graves,  prove  it  to  be  the  final  resting  place  of  an  im- ' tor( 
mense  population.  Crockery  of  a good  quality  has  been  taken  F 
from  the  graves,  but  nothing  to  fix  the  date  of  this  ancient  people.  ^ 
All  we  know  is  that  they  once  existed — their  works  prove  that  to 
they  were  almost  numberless — their  fortifications  show  them  to  N 
have  been  warlike— their  burial  mounds  are  monuments  of  their  Hi 
desire  to  have  their  names,  deeds,  and  memories  handed  down  to  I w 
posterity — but  this  evidence  of  their  desire  is  all  that  remains.  » 
They  are  forgotten  and  their  history  is  unknown, 
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The  first  settlers  in  this  Township  were  Samuel  Ewart,  from  j i, 
Ireland,,  and  Alfred  Wolcott,  from  Hartford,  Connecticut.  They  Sjj 
came  into  Boston  together,  about,  the  first  of  March  1806.  Ewart  \k 
building  himself  a house  on  the  top  of  the  hill  a little  north  of  ^ 
east  from  the  present  village,  on  lot  44;  and  Wolcott  locating  in  1 
the  south  part  of  what  is  now  called  the  village  of  Boston.  Wol-  jle 
cott  surveyed  out  the  Township.  Ewart  died  at  Sandusky  in  It 
1815.  On  the  24th  of  March  1806  James  Stanford,  Abner  Rob-  ? 
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)E  nson,  and  Adam  and  William  Vance,  came  into  the  Township 
d*  ogether.  They  were  soldiers  in  Wayne’s  army.  Mr.  Stanford 
fed  January  13,  1827.  Abner  Robinson  died  about  five  years 
go.  Adam  Vance  was  drowned  in  the  Cuyahoga  in  1812,  and 
is  brother  William  was  killed  by  a fall  from  a load  of  hay  a few 
ears  later. 

There  was  then  an  Indian  settlement  near  the  north  line  of  the 
township,  below  the  present  site  of  the  village.  They  were  Sen- 
ca,s,  under  their  Chief  Stygwanish,  or  Seneca.  An  orchard 
lanted  by  the  Indians,  is  still  standing  near  their  old  village 
[je  ;round.  Ponty’s  Camp  is  about  half  a mile  north  west  of  this 
Id  village,  on  the  West  side  of  the  river.  It  was  a celebrated 
lace  in  early  times,  and  was  one  of  the  great  land  marks  of  the 
ountry.  It  was  at  this  place  where  Major  Rogers,  with  his 
orces,  overtook  Nicksaw,  and  the  other  Indians  who  were  pres- 
nt  when  Daniel  Diver  was  shot,  in  Deerfield,  1806.  It  was  a 
elebrated  place  for  the  coE&Sting  of  war  parties,  previous  to 
tarting  on  their  expeditions.  They  had  erected  here,  a wooden 
rod — a kind  of  home-made  Mars; — to  whom  they  made  offerings, 
nd  sacrifices,  to  propitiate  his  favor,  before  starting  on  a war- 
jarch.  The  offering  generally  consisted  of  tobacco — and,  -on 
saving  they  usually  hung  two  or  three  pounds  around  his  neck, 
3r  his  use  during  their  absence.  Abner  Robinson,  and  Bob 
lays,  whom  I had  occasion  to  mention  in  the  sketches  of  Rich- 
eld  and  Bath,  loving  tobacco  better  than  hard  work,  volunteered 
} minister  at  the  altar  of  this  Indian  Deity;  and  what  of  the  sac- 
ifice  was  not  eaten  by  the  God,  was  stolen  by  the  Priests. 

James  Stanford  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Boston,  but  was'  a 
ative  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1795. 

In  1814  George  Wallace  of  Cleveland  purchased  the  land  where 
randy  wine  village  now  stands,  and  erected  a saw- mill — and  in 
le  fall  of  that  year  erected  a gristmill  at  the  same  place.  The 
ibsequent  year  he  brought  on  a store  of  goods.  These  were  the 
rst  mills,  and  the  first  store  in  Boston.  The  tract  embracing 
le  village,  and;  mills  has  since  been  attached  to  Northfield. 

In  1821  Capt.  W.  Mather  erected  a large  flouring  mill  on  the 
nyahoga  river,  at  Boston  village.  It  is  now  owned  by  J.  D„, 
tfson  of  Akron. 
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Harmon  Bronson  came  into  tne  Township  in  1825,  and  settled 
on  tract  2,  about  half  a mile  west  of  the  village  of  Peninsula,  1 
where  he  built  a sawmill  on  a small  run  since  called  sawmill  run,  “ 
where  J.  H.  Curtiss  has  now  a tannery. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  Township  is  a large  bend  in  the  Cuya-  1 
hoga,  which  forms  a peninsula,  the  course  of  the  river  being  a 1 
mile,  and  coming  within  sixty  feet  of  the  starting  point.  In  183 1 J 
Mr.  Bronson  commenced  tunnelling  through  this  neck,  by  which, 
having  a dam  of  ten  inches  high  on  the  opposite  side,  he  secured 
a fall  of  six  feet  in  the  river.  On  the  lower  end  of  this  tunnel 

C( 

he  erected  a flouring  mill,  which  he  still  occupies. 

In  the  speculating  seasons  of  1836-’37  it  was  supposed  that 
Boston  would  soon  rival  its  eastern  namesake.  Alfred  and  Irad 
Kelley,  and  other  capitalists  formed  a company  called  “The  Bos- 
ton  Land  Company,’"  purchased  the  land  in  and  around  the  vil-  ^ 
lage,  laid  out  a city,  and  made  calculations,  like  most  other  pro-  ^ 
prietors  of  paper  cities,  but  to  be  disappointed.  The  city  is  still  ^ 
there,  but  the  inhabitants  are  missing.  This  Township,  which  is  j 
Town  5,  Bange  11,  being  one  of  the  equalizing  Towmships,  was  • 
cut  up  into  strips , and  attached  to  other  Townships  to  make  ^ 
them  equal  to  the  average  Townships  of  the  Reserve.  Tract  1 in! 
this  Township,  lying  on  the  north  end,  and  west  of  the  Cuyahoga,  K 
was  attached  to  Eaton,  in  Lorain  county,  and  belonged  to  Judge) 
Kirtland.  Tract  2 lying  south  of  tract  1,  was  attached  to  No.  5,<e01 
in  Range  15,  now  Columbia,  in  Lorain  county,  and  belonged  to;  |( 
Levi  Bronson,  Harmon  Bronson,  Azor  Bronson,  J.  Prichard,  andfM 
Calvin  Hoadly. 

The  equalizing  of  the  Townships  was  done  by  a committee  who  1 
went  through  each  Township  from  east  to  west,  and  from  north  Jor 
to  south.  In  going  through  Columbia  they  went  north  about  tlr 
three-fourths  of  a mile  west  of  the  centre,  which  was  swampy  i 
almost  the  whole  way,  In  passing  through  from  east  to  west,,  tlr 
they  went  about  a mile  and  a half  north  of  the  centre,  crossing  | ] 
Rocky  River  where  there  was  no  bottom  land,  and  they  set  the!  k 
Townshiu  down  at  third  rate,  and  attached  Traet  2,  in  Boston,  Ul 
to  to  make  it  average.  : bo 
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When  Judge  Kirtland  surveyed  out  his  tract  (tract  1)  which 
was  set  to  Eaton,  he  found  a surplus  of  200  acres.  He  then  or- 
dered his  surveyor,  Alfred  Wolcott,  to  survey  Tract  2,  which  was 
attached  to  Columbia.  Here  was  found  a surplus  of  400  acres, 
and  Kirtland  ordered  his  surveyor  to  equalize  the  Tracts  by  tak- 
ing 129  acres  from  tract  2,  and  attaching  it  to  tract  1.  Th  s 129 
acres  Kirtland  afterward  sold  to  Robert,  and  Thomas  Brannan-*- 
the  first  payment  for  which  was  made  in  a barrel  of  whiskey — 
which,  in  those  days  was  a legal  tender.  When  Harmon  Bronson 
came  into  the  Township,  finding  the  Brannans  on  his  tract,  he 
commenced  an  action  of  ejectment  against  them,  and  after  a se- 
vere litigation  Kirtland’s  equalizing  was  set  aside,  and  the  Bran- 
nans  ousted. 

From  the  numerous  streams  running  through  the  Township, 
it  might  be  supposed  to  be  unhealthy — but  observation  proves 
this  not  to  be  the  case.  In  1830  there  were  living  in  the  Town- 
ship, five  persons  of  about  100  years  of  age.  Henry  Brown, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Thomas  Brannan,  Eleazer  Gillson,  and  Eleazer 
Mather.  The  first  three  of  them  were  Irishmen.  Brown  died 
ji  1831,  aged  103,  Brannan  in  1829,  Johnson  in  1834,  Gillson  in 
1841. 


At  the  building  of  the  canal  one  of  the  laborers  died,  and  just 
before  the  lid  of  the  coffin  was  screwed  down,  old  Brannan  went 
take  Irish  leave  of  him.  Looking  down  upon  his  departed 
countrymen  he  says:  “ Pathric,  you  and  I have  long  been  friends. 
tVe  have  taken  many  a good  glass  of  grog  togither — but  now  we 
nust  part.  Pathric,  ye  have  got  intil  a house  ye  can  niver  get 
>ut  of — Pace  to  yer  ashes,  Pathric !” 

When  digging  the  canal,  in  this  Township,  near  what  is  called 
'tl  jionny  cake  Lock,  a number  of  ancient  skulls  were  dug  up,  and 
jboiit brown  up  with  them  were  antique  copper  coin.  Being  consider- 
ably corroded,  th§y  were  considered  of  no  value,  and  lost,  or 
est  hrown  away. 

The  date,  and  coining  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  Whether 
hese  skulls  have  any  connection  with  the  fortifications  described 
n Bath,  which  are  about  a mile  south  of  the  Lock,  can  never  be 
nown.  If  the  skulls  exhumed  at  the  Lock  had  been  preserved, 
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so  as  to  compare  them  with  those  found  in  the  mounds,  and  forts  i ^ 
in  Bath,  it  might  have  thrown  some  light  on  the  subject — but  the  i K0 
skulls,  like  the  coins,  were  thrown  away  as  worthless.  Science  i ' 
has  lost  the  benefit  of  the  comparison.  ^ 

Jonny  cake  Lock  took  its  name  in  1828  from  the  following  cir- ; 
cumstance: — ^ 

In  the  spring  of  that  year,  soon  after  the  boats  started  on  the  I ® 
canal,  there  was  an  extraordinary  freshet  in  Furnace  run,  which, 1 ^ 
flowing  into  the  canal  entirely  stopped  navigation.  A large  num-  ! ^ 
ber  of  boats  being  thus  water  bound , the  crews  and  passengers 
eat  up  all  their  provisions,  and  all  that  could  be  got  in  the  neigh-  j 1 : 
borhood,  except  corn  meal.  They  had  to  live  on  Jonny  cake  I 
while  repairs  were  making  in  the  canal.  It  was  new  Jonny  cake  | ( 
for  breakfast,  warmed  up  for  dinner,  cold  for  supper.  Many  at- 1 
tempts  have  been  made  to  change  its  name  ; but  to  no  purpose.  | & 
Jonny  cake  will  stick  to  it  as  long  as  the  lock  exists. 

Abner  Robinson,  the  Poet,  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  near  fe 
this  lock.  Billings  Chaffee  Esq.,  for  many  years  a worthy  Justice  | 
of  the  Peace,  also  lived  in  the  vicinity,  and  was  often  called  upon  u 
to  measure  out  Justice  to  Abner.  Abner  often  dissented  from  the  K 
opinion  of  the  court,  and  usually  gave  his  dissenting  opinion  e 
in  verse.  On  one  occasion  when  Judge  Bliss  was  opposing  coun-  t' 
sel  to  Abner,  and  the  decision  adverse,  Abner  gave  off  im-  k 
promptu  : 

j la 

1 ‘My  name  is  Billings  Chaffee, 

In  Boston  I do  dwell; — 

There’s  not  a neighbor  in  the  Tow^, 

But  wishes  me  in  hell 

. 

They  say  that  I am  partial, 

And  all  such  stuff  as  .this, 

That  I’ve  no  judgment  of  my  own, 

But  am  controll’d  by  Bliss.” 

juois  Ann  Gear  taught  the  first  school  in  the  Township,  in  the 
summer  of  1811.  The  school  house  stood  near  where  the  house 
of  George  Stanford  now  stands.  Miss  Gear  afterwards  married 
Phineas  White,  who  died  in  1816.  She  afterwards  married  a 
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(5  Mr.  Barnard,  and  she  is  now  living  in  Cincinnati,  over  three 
ie  i score  and  ten  years  of  age . 

5e  Malinda  Wolcott,  daughter  of  Alfred  Wolcott,  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  Township.  She  was  born  April  14,  1807, 
r.  is  now  the  wife  of  Sherman  Oviatt,  and  is  living  in  Hudson. — 
Henry  Post  jr.,  was  the  first  male  child  born  in  the  Township, 
io  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of  April  1809  and  is  now  living  in  Bos- 
jj  | ton.  Mary  Ann  Post,  a daughter  of  Henry  Post  Sr.,  was  the 
q.  first  person  that  died  in  the  Township.  She  died  June  9th,  1808. 
rs  I Henry  Post  came  into  the  Township  in  1806,  and  moved  his 
fomily  into  it  in  1807.  He  raised  the  first  crop  of  wheat  in  Bos- 
a ton.  He  is  now  living  near  Brandywine  in  a healthy,  vigorous 
it  old  age. 

t_  The  first  marriage  in  the  Township  was  William  Carter  and 
e Betsy  Mays,  on  the  29th  of  July  1812.  They  are  still  living  in 
: Boston.  Israel  Ozman  of  Boston  was  married  in  1812,  at  Rich- 
w field,  to  Susan  Mallett. 

5f  | Harmon  Bronson,  Levi  Bronson,  Azor  Bronson,  Calvin  Hoadly, 
)D  1 and  Jared  Prichard,  owned  Tract  2 in  Boston;  that  being  attach- 
1{  j ed,  as  already  stated  to  Tract  5 in  the  15th  Range  (Columbia)  to 
)D  equalize  it.  H.  Bronson  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 

B.  Dec.  18,  ^ 1773,  and  in  1805  formed  the  copartnership  with  his 
1 brothers,  Hoadly  and  Prichard  to  purchase  a Township  in  “ New 
Connecticut.”  In  1807  Mr.  Bronson  came  out  on  foot  to  see  his 
land,  and  being  pleased  with  the  country,  he  returned  to  his  fam- 
ily with  whom,  in  Sept.  1809,  he  left  Connecticut  for  Ohio.  He 
■ came  by  land  as  far  as  Buffalo,  and  then  took  passage  on  the 
I “ Ranger,”  Capt.  Hathaway,  and  landed  at  Cleveland  on  the  1st 
of  Nov.  1809.  He  soon  after  moved  on  to  his  Township  (Co- 
lumbia) where,  during  the  year  he  was  joined  by  his  partners. 
Owning  some  land  in  Euclid,  (now  East  Cleveland, ) he  removed 
! on  to  that  in  1 820.  He  built  the  first  barn  in  Euclid,  for  Timo- 
thy Doan.  It  was  built  on  the  West  side  of  the  road  nearly  op- 
posite to  where  Samuel  Dodge  now  lives.  It  is  still  standing. — 
It  was  built  in  the  spring  of  1810.  He  also  built  the  first  saw- 
mill in  Euclid,  for  Seth  Doane5  and  John  Shaw,  on  nine  mile  run 
below  where  Mr.  Coit  now  lives.  This  was  built  in  1810.  He 


44 


SUMMIT  COUNTY. 


also  built  the  first  frame  house,  and  first  frame  barn  in  Columbia,  ^ 
Lorain  County.  The  house  was  built  in  1816,  and  the  barn  in  r‘5 
1818.  In  1825  he  moved  on  to  his  land,  (Tract  2,)  in  Boston,  1 ^ 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  still  resides  in  a healthful  and  ^ 
vigorous  old  age.  His  family  are  all  living,  and  in  Nov.  before 
1 ast  they  all  made  a visit  at  the  paternal  mansion.  Cuyahoga  i!E 
county  was  organized  in  May  1810.  Judge  Benjamin  Buggies  w 
presiding  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  At  the  second  Term  of  : 
said  Court  Harmon  Bronson  was  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury. — 1 
This  Term  commenced  Nov.  6,  1810,  when  Alfred  Kelley  was  ad-  M 
mitted  to  practice  as  an  Attorney,  and  was  also  appointed  Proa-  I 
ecutor.  The  Court  ordered  that  “the  Prosecutor  be  entitled  to  ^ 
the  sum  of  $15  a Term  for  his  services  up  to  this  November  Term, 
inclusive.”  F 

Boston  was  long  celebrated  for  its  Banking  Institution.  It  was, 
about  1882,  the  most  extensive  banking  establishment  in  Ohio,  tSI 
if  not  in  the  Union.  The  officers  of  the  Bank  were  William  G.  11 
Taylor,  who  lived  on  the  lower  end  of  Water  Street,  Cleveland,  vi 
nearly  opposite  the  Light  House,  where  his  house  now  stands. — ' ^ 
Han  Brown,  of  Rising  Sun,  Indiana,  James  Brown,  of  Boston,  c- 
and  Col.  William  Ashley  from  Vermont.  A more  noble  set  of 
men  never  met  to  consult  on  the  affairs  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio;  ^ 
and,  excepting  the  fact  that  they  never  had  a charter  from  the  to 
State,  authorizing  them  to  swindle,  a more  honest  set  of  men  ^ 
never  congregated  as  “ a Board  of  Control.”  Taylor  was  a law- 
yer,  a man  of  education  and  talent,  and  wealthy.  Dan  Brown 
was  a merchant;  the  finest  looking,  and  most  accomplished  gen- 
tleman  in  the  West.  James  Brown  is  too  well  known  to  need  a fel 
description.  Those  who  knew  him  twenty  years  ago,  will  en- 
dorse the  portrait  when  I say  he  was  one  of  the  finest  looking!  is 
men  in  Ohio.  Over  six  feet  in  height,  well  proportioned,  his  hair  » 
b lack  as  the  raven,  a little  curly,  and  it  was  proverbial  that  his 
word  was  as  good  as  a bond.  Col.  Ashley  was  from  Vermont,  t 
where  he  started  his  banking  operations;  but  being  lard  pressed  c; 
he  fled  to  Slab  city,  in  Canada,  from  which  he  was  compelled  to 
flee,  when  he  came  to  Boston  in  1822.  One  of  the  finest  speci-  E 
mens  of  a man,  with  the  exterior,  and  manners  that  would  adorn 
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my  society,  he  sunk  the  gentleman  in  the  Banker.  After  va- 
u ious  vicisitudesin  1832  they  started  a grand  scheme  of  financier  - 
ng,  in  which,  if  they  had  succeeded  they  would  have  rivalled  the 
(j  Soard  of  Control  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio, 
j This  was  to  swindle  the  world.  They  discounted  an  immense 
j mount  %of  bills  on  the  United  States  Bank,  with  which  they  con- 
5 emplated  visiting  Europe,  and  even  China,  and  exchanging  the 
,f  united  States  Bank  paper  for  the  products  of  those  countries. — 

„ I'hey  were  arrested,  however,  in  New  Orleans.  Dan  Brown  died 
|.  here  in  the  Calaboose.  James  Brown  was  used  as  a witness 
iigainst  Taylor,  who  was  acquitted,  and  became  a vagabond  on 
0 he  earth.  Ja’s  Brown  was  subsequently  arrested,  and  sent  to  the 
j Penitentiary  for  ten  years,  by  the  United  States  Court,  but  was 
pardoned  by  President  Taylor.  Ashley  died  in  the  Penitentiary 
9 if  Ohio  in  1838.  Abram  Holmes,  one  of  the  Stock-holders,  be- 
5 ame  a fugitive  from  Justice,  but  returned  in  1837  with  a con- 
l ; umption,  of  which  he  soon  after  died.  Daniel  Brown,  a son  of 
j fames  was  arrested  when  but  eighteen  years  old  for  discounting 
_ i heir  issues  in  Lorain  County,  but  was  liberated  by  a technicality 
B I'f  law,  from  thence  became  a fugitive  from  justice,  not  having  a 
0[  dace  on  which  to  sethis  foot  in  safety  till  1851,  when  he  saved  the 
0;  jifficers  of  Justice  any  further  trouble  by  dying.  The  balance  of 
be  j he  stockholders  having  more  skill  in  the  science  of  banking, 
eD  hofred  the  profits,  but  avoided  the  liabilities.  James  Brown,  it 
ff.  |j  said , is  preparing  a history  of  those  banking  operations,  in 
n vhich  will  figure  some  of  the  magnates  of  the  land.  They  shared 
n.  j he  profits,  while  Brown  had  to  meet  the  responsibilities.  Thus 
s ell  the  bank  of  Boston;  since  which  no  Township  is  superior  in 
f aorality,  good  order,  and  intelligence  to  Boston.  Since  specu- 
ators  and  Bankers  have  left,  industry,  honesty,  and  prosperity 
jj,  Lrc  characteristics  of  the  Township. 

hii  The  township  was  organized  on  the  15th  of  January  1811.  The 
nt  | jualified  electors  met  on  that  day  at  the  house  of  Timothy  Bish- 
jeo  >p  for  the  purpose  of  electing  two. Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  oth- 
|(  ;r  town  officers.  Capt.  Abram  Miller  was  chairman ; Timothy 
!Ci  bishop,  Lemuel  More,  and  Jonathan  Eldings  Judges  of  election. 
3rJ  [Alfred  Wolcott,  and  Moses  Cunningham  were  elected  the  first 
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Justices.  William  Beer,  Town  Clerk.  Aaron  Miller,  Andrev  * 
Johnson,  and  Timothy  Bishop,  Trustees.  It  would  seem  tha  ® 
they  could  not  get  any  one  to  act  as  fence  viewer , in  the  Townshipj  if 
for  in  the  records  of  Boston  is  the  following  entry  ; 

“ Richfield,  June  8th,  1814.  Personally  came  before  me,  mi 4 
father , John  Farnam,  and  was  qualified,  according  to  law,  to  peri 
form  the  office  of  fence  viewer. 

Leman  Farnum,  J.  Peace.” 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1813,  Isaac  Ozman  was  elected  clerk,  am; 
Isaac  Ozman,  and  Henry  Post  were  elected  appraisers  of  property 
They  both  reside  in  the  Township  at  this  time,  and  with  the  ex\ 
ception  of  Nathaniel  Oviatt,  of  Richfield,  are  all  the  survivors  o^ 
the  thirteen  officers  that  were  elected  at  that  time.  Isaac  Ozman  M 
and  Henry  Post  have  been  retained  in  office  nearly  ever  since.  ^ 

At  that  early  day,  when  forests  were  more  plenty  than  enclo  ^ 
sures,  hogs  were  free  commoners,  and  lived  in  the  woods.  Fur  so 
nace  run,  in  the  south  part  of  the  Township,  on  the  line  betweei 
Richfield  and  Boston,  was  a great  resort  for  them,  as  “ shack’  61 
was  plenty.  Two  men  became  quite  noted  for  selling  a grea1  ca 
deal  of  pork,  when  they  raised  none.  One  night  some  wag  hun$  51 
a hogs  skin  before  the  door  of  one  of  them,  as  a sign,  and  a hog’  1 
head  before  the  other,  the  eyes  lo  oking  into  the  house.  Abne 
Robinson,  the  Poet,  immortalized  them  in  his  inimitable  verse 
which,  like  the  writings  of  Homer,  were  never  written,  but  hande* 
down  by  tradition: 

“ There  is  a man  on  Furnace  run 
Who  keeps  a dog,  but  not  a gun, 

In  hunting  hogs  he  takes  great  pride, 

He  lives  by  the  sign  of  “ the  hog’s  hide.” 

Another  neighbor  lives  close  by, 

And  lives  by  “the  sign  of  the  pig's  eye;” 

“ Hog’s  hide”  to  “ pig’s  eye”  thus  did  say, 

We  will  catch  hogs  while  others  pray.” 

One  of  the  suspected  ones,  sometime  after,  professed  to  hav 
had  a change  of  heart,  and  became  apparently,  very  pious.  On 


BOSTON. 


47 


rf  the  neighbors  soon  after  missed  a spotted  hog,  and  on  making 
search  for  it,  found  it  in  this  convert’s  cellar.  Fearing  an  unen- 
viable immortality  from  Abner’s  poetic  Chronicles,  he  went  to 
bim,  and  begged  of  him  not  to  make  any  verses  about  it  to  which 
! Aimer  agreed.  A few  days  after  one  verse  was  found  written  on 
i tree,  where  the  bark  was  peeled  off : 

“ Martin  M.  is  a righteous  man, 

He  will  go  to  Heaven  if  he  can, 

But  it  never  was  in  his  Bible,  wrote 
That  he  should  steal  that  spotted  shoat.” 

J 

sj  Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  this  pastoral  Abner  got  be- 
0 uighted  near  M.’s  house  and  as  it  was  raining,  tremendously,  he 
n asked  the  hospitalities  of  a shelter,  and  lodging  for  the  night. — 
M.  told  him  as  he  had  sung  in  pleasant  weather  he  might  now 
J iance  in  the  storm,  and  shut  the  door  in  his  face.  Abner,  though 
ir[ somewhat  mi,  thought  his  neighbor  “rather  dry.” 
eci  In  the  construction  of  the  Ohio  canal,  Alfred  Kelly  was  chief 
Engineer,  and  generally  pretty  rigid  with  the  contractors.  This 
j caused  great  complaint,  and  many  fervent  wishes  were  expressed 
D,  'or  his  ultimate  destiny  in  a region  where  there  was  no  water,  for 
lg>  panal  or  auy  other  purposes.  Abner  expressed  his  desires  in 
n{  rerse,  one  of  which  was  : 

rst  “ Old  Beelzebub,  when  he  gets  him  there, 

d®  I Will  take  him  by  the  throat, 

And  hold  him  in  the  brimstone  fire, 

And  singe  his  blanket  coat.” 
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This  is  Town  2,  in  Range  12,  in  a part  of  what  was  original! j 1 4U 
called  Wolf  Creek  township.  That  embraced  what  are  now  Cop  ' ' 
ley  and  Norton,  in  Summit  county,  and  Wadsworth,  Sharon, 
Guilford  and  Montville  in  Medina.  In  the  division  of  the  Western 
Reserve  this  township  fell  to  Gardner  Green,  and  others,  of  Bos 
ton,  and  was  originally  called  Greenfield.  It  was  subsequently 
called  Copley,  in  honor  of  Green’s  wife,  who  was  a Copley, — a 
descendant  of  Lord  Copley  of  England. 

It  was  organized  into  a distinct  township,  with  its  present 
boundaries,  in  July,  1819.  At  the  first  election  for  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Jonathan  Starr,  and  Joseph  Bosworth  were  candidates 
Bosworth  received  seven  votes,  and  Starr  six.  This  election  was 
set  aside,  and  a new  one  ordered,  at  which  Starr  was  elected. 

His  commission  bears  date  June  10,  1820.  Starr  was  also  the  Vt 
first  Town  Clerk,  and  taught  the  first  school  in  the  township,  in 
the  winter  of  1819-’20.  The  school  house  stood  on  the  north-east 
corner  formed  by  the  cross  roads  at  the  centre  of  the  township. 
After  acting  a prominent  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  county  ^ 
as  well  as  of  the  township,  he  was  killed  by  a fall,  in  Akron,  ^ 
December  18,  1851.  He  was  a native  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
and  came  to  Copley  in  1818.  He  w’as  a man  of  strong  mind,  in- 
flexible  in  his  opinions,  and  honest  in  his  views. 

The  first  settler  in  the  township  was  Jonah  Turner,  who  came  5 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  on  the  stone  ridge,  east  of  Miller’s 
Tavern,  in  1814.  He  belonged  to  Major  Croghan’s  battallion  )jt 
that  marched  through  to  Fort  Stevenson  in  1812-’13.  They  ,e| 
marched  through  on  the  Smith  road,  and  encamped  on  the  ground 
where  Alfred  Sweet  now  lives.  While  encamped  there  Turner 
selected  his  land  on  which  he  subsequently  lived,  and  died. — 
William  Green  also  moved  in  this  year,  from  Canaan,  Connecti- 
cut. His  son,  Leander,  is  now  living  in  Bath. 

In  the  fall  of  1815  George  Hawkins  moved  into  the  township, 
from  Vermont;  and  on  the  29th  day  of  December  his  wife  pre-  ;; 
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nted  him  with  a son,  whom  they  named  George  Washington, 
iris  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  Township.  He  is  still 
Iring. 

In  1816  Law  ie  More  moved  into  the  Township  from  Pitts- 
lrgh,  where  he  ha  been  Superintendent  in  quarrying  stone  for 
ie  United  States  Arsenal.  At  that  early  day,  More,  seeingj  the 
dls  of  intemperance,  prohibited  the  use  of  spirits  by  his  work- 
en  in  the  quarries,  and  for  five  years  that  he  was  superintcn- 
bnt,  he  strictly  enforced  the  prohibition. 

lie  was  a Scotchman,  from  the  “Lowlands,”  and  came  to 
jmerica  in  1797.  He  was  a seafaring  man,  and  soon  after  he 
ime  to  America  was  impressed  from  an  American  ship  by  the 
ritish  Frigate  “Tartar,”  on  board  of  which  he  served  six  years, 
ad  he  finally  purchased  his  release  by  paying  $1,225.  In  1813 
9 was  captured  by  a British  bomb  ship  and  carried  to  England, 
here  he  was  imprisoned,  in  the  celebrated  “ Dartmoor  Prison,” 
t the  time  the  American  prisoners  were  fired  upon  by  their 
ritish  guard. 

More  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  before  Copley  was  organized, 
jnd  served  out  his  time  after  the  organization.  The  first  law - 
ait  in  the  Township  was  before  him,  between  David  Point  and 
filliam  Green.  Point’s  wife  had  .lent  a large  spinning  wheel  to 
rreen’s  wife,  and  after  all  but  the  rim  had  been  taken  back,  a con- 
roversy  arose  between  them,  and  Green’s  wife  refused  to  carry 
lie  rim  back.  Point  went  to  More  and  demanded  a writ,  which 
e refused  to  give,  but  went,  in  person,  to  Green’s,  and  with 
fficial  dignity  commanded — “ hand  it  out.”  Mrs.  Green,  as  a 
aw  abiding  citizen  should  do,  gave  up  the  wheel -rim,  which 
lore  returned  to  Mrs.  Point,  saying — “you  keep  the  grass  too 
|rell  trod  between  ypur  houses,  let  it  grow  thicker,  and  you  will 
gree  better.”  They  took  the  advice  literally:  allowed  the  grass 
o grow  in  the  path  between  the  houses,  and  their  quarrels  ended. 

Esq.  More  i3  still  living,  at  a good  old  age,  on  the  dividing 
idge  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  township. 

In  1817  Allen  Bosworth,  long  a prominent  citizen,  moved  into 
lie  township  from  Kliode  Island.  He  settled  on  the  northwest 
orner,  at  the  centre,  where  his  log  shanty  yet  stands.  In  this 
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shanty,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1818,  was  born  Delos  Boswortl  I 
the  second  white  child  born  in  the  township.  He  now  lives  c1  l\ 
lot  14*,  on  the  “Ledge-road,”  from  Ayres’  settlement  to  the  cei1" 
tre  of  Copley.  Heman  and  Aaron  Oviatt  now  own  the  farm  c 
which  Allen  Bosworth  settled.  He  died  in  1841. 

In  1818  Jacob  Spafford,  from  Chittenden  Co.,  Vermont,  mov(* 
his  family  into  Copley  afid  settled  on  Chestnut-ridge,  near  wher1 
Asahel  Chapman  now  lives.  Mrs.  Spafford  was  a daughter 
Gov.  Chittenden.  Air.  Spafford  was  long  a prominent  citizen  ■ 
this  township,  and  with  Esq.  More,  held  the  office  of  Overseer 
the  Poor,  almost  continually  till  his  death  : until  it  formed 
distich  : — 

“Jacob  Spafford,  Lawrence  More*  | 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.” 

A man  by  the  name  of  Gat  Yale  also  moved  in  this  year.-i 
Gat*s  morals  were  rather  loose,  and  one  Sunday  a bear,  prob; 
bly  thinking  he  was  at  meeting,  came  to  his  house  to  get  a pi;fl 
Gat  was  at  home,  and  shot  him.  For  this  he  was  prosecute 
before  Esq.  More,  who,  retaining  a little  of  the  spirit  of  “ tl 
covenanters  o’  the  land  o’  cakes  and  haggis,”  fined  him  a dolls 
for  shooting  on  Sunday.  Gat  became  disgusted  with  Christisj 
discipline — -joined  the  Mormons,  and  is  now  at  Salt  Lake. 

Nathaniel  Davis  and  family  moved  into  Copley  this  year  ai 
settled  on  the  ridge  North  of  the  center;  and  in  1819  Chest< 
Orcutt,  from  Monroe  county,  New  York,  moved  in  with  his  famj 
ly,  and  settled  at  the  cross  roads  North  of  Davis. 

The  first  marriage  was  Smith  Hull  to  Rebecca  Davis.  Hu 
died  in  1824,  and  his  widow  subsequently  married  his  broth*1 
Ozias,  with  whom  she  still  lives  on  the  farm  of  her  form*] 
husband 

Thomas  Beckwith  was  the  first  person  that  died  in  Copley.  - 
He  died  in  June,  1820.  He  was  the  first  “Chairman”  of  tl 
Township — the  town  records  saying: — 

“ 1st.  Voted  that  Thomas  Beckwith  serve  as  Chairman;  the! 
adjourned  to  the  barn  of  Allen  Bosworth  for  the  purpose  of  doii! 
business.” 

In  April,  1820,  he  was  elected  Supervisor,  but  died  in  the  Jui 
following.  He  was  from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  settled  c! 


COPLET, 


51 


Tori 

Tes  ie  first  lot  west  of  the  center.  The  nightbefore  he  died,  preach- 
ec(  :s  being  rather  scarce.  ’Squire  Trescott,  of  Solon,  ashed  the 
fnn  rivilege  of  praying  with  him,  to  which  Beckwith  assented. — 
rescott,  being  a quaker,  prayed  silently.  Beckwith,  listening 
r,,T  while,  got  out  of  patience,  and  says, — “Trescott,  your  prayers 
w|(  o no  good;  If  you  pray  for  me , do  it  openly  like  a man.” 
ter  , The  population  had  now  so  increased  that  they  began  to  adopt 
!eD  ie  fashions,  and  introduce  the  luxuries  of  refined  life.  On  the 
eer  rst  of  January,  1821,  a magnificent  ball  was  got  up,  at  which 
]e(j  ie  fashion  and  beauty  of  the  West  appeared  in  native  splendor, 
mith  Hull  furnished  the  substantials,  and  all  of  the  luxuries  ex- 
ept  whiskey  and  music,  for  which  each  gentleman  was  to  pay 
im  two  days’  work  in  chopping.  The  guests  were  to  furnish 
heir  own  whiskey,  and  pay  the  fiddler.  Boswell  Barnett  “dis- 
coursed sweet  music”  to  them  on  cat-gut,  and  horse-hair,  for 
P rhich  each  couple  paid  him  a bushel  of  corn. 

C The  first  Temperance  Society  in  Ohio,  with  a Constitution,  and 
Regular  organization  was  formed  at  a log  school-house  on  the 
iorth-west  corner  of  Copley,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1829. — 
^ -lany  had  previously  engaged  in  the  Temperance  cause,  and 
ivere  laboring  for  its  promotion.  Several  had,  before  this,  began 
81  o move  in  it  in  Hudson  and  Tallmadge;  and  Harvey  Baldwin,  of 
!S*(  Iudson,  had  gone  so  far  as  to  refuse  ardent  spirits  on  the  raising 
118  \f  a cider  press.  But  down  to  January,  1829,  I cannot  find  that 
my  had  gone  so  far  as  to  organize  into  a society  with  a constitu- 
ft  'ional  prohibition  of  its  use. 

Near  the  close  of  1828,  seme  ecclesiastical  body  connected 
w with  the  Presbyterian  church,  recommended  to  those  under  their 
charge  the  observance  of  a day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and 
' prayer,  on  account  of  the  prevailing  sin  of  Intemperance.  A 
^‘meeting  was  held,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  recommended,  at 
:he  school  house  on  the  corner  of  Copley,  Sharon,  Bath  and 
granger.  After  several  prayers  for  a temperance  reformation, 
18!iBd  when  the  meeting  was  about  to  adjourn,  a person  present, 
who  was  not  a professor,  asked  the  following  question — “ Is  it 
( Jonsistent  for  Christians  to  pray  for  the  abrogation  of  any  par- 
ticular sin,  or  evil,  when  their  actions  and  influence  favor  its 
lontinuation  ?” 
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To  this  question,  of  course,  a negative  answer  was  given— 
when  the  inconsistency  of  their  position  became  so  apparenj 
that  a committee  was  forthwith  appointed  to  draft  and  present  U 
a subsequent  meeting  a constitution  for  a temperance  society.— ^ 
No  one  then  present  had  ever  seen  a temperance  pledge  and  veri  j 
few  had  ever  heard  of  a cold  water  society.  On  the  29th  of  Jan-  g, 
uary,  1829,  the  committee  reported  a preamble  and  constitution  JCP] 
from  which  the  following  is  extracted : ^ 

“PREAMBLE.  | im1( 

“ Viewing  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  the  fatal  consequence  Bit 
resulting  from  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  bej® 
lieving  that  so  far  from  contributing  to  health,  happiness,  o 
prosperity,  the  immoderate  use  of  ardent  spirits  has  a direct  ten  18: 
dency  to  destroy  health,  debase  the  understanding,  and  corrup  ft 
the  morals ; and  that  it  introduces  vice  and  misery  into  families)  ^ 
and  has  a demoralizing  influence  on  community  at  large.  t 

‘‘We,  therefore,  the  subscribers,  professing  to  be  friends  t*  m 
morality  and  good  order,  and  being  willing  to  lend  our  influence 
to  check  the  progress  of  an  evil  so  fatal  in  its  consequences  I ^ 
hereby  form  ourselves  into  a society  by  adopting  and  adhering  t»  ii 
the  following  : II 

“CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  “first  society  of  Mel 
dina  county,  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  the  compact  shall  be  the  suppression  o 
Intemperance,  by  doing  away  the  unnecessary  use  of  arden 
spirits. 

Art.  3.  The  members  of  this  society  agree  not  to  use  arden 
spirits  themselves,  unless  necessary  for  the  promotion  of,  or  resto' 
ration  of  health,  and  also  to  discourage  their  use  by  others. 

Art.  4.  (Refers  to  appointment  of  officers. ) 

Art.  5.  The  members  of  the  compact  shall  make  use  of  th 
means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  intemperate  use  of  arden 
spirits  ; and  shall  use  their  endeavors  to  disseminate  a know! 
edge  of  the  direful  and  fatal  effects  of  intemperance  upon  indi 
viduals,  and  upon  society  generally. 

Art.  6.  (Refers  to  time  of  holding  meetings.) 
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Art.  7.  Each  meeting  shall  be  opened  and  closed  by  prayer, 
r Art.  8.  Any  person  of  moral  character  may  be  a member  of 
tjs  society  by  signing  and  adhering  to  the  foregoing  articles. 

Art.  9.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  by  a vote  of  the 
iiety,  notice  being  given  to  that  effect  at  a previous  meeting, 
lanuary  29,  1829.” 

John  Codding,  Esq.,  of  Coddingville,  is  believed  to  have  been 
> committee  who  drafted  the  constitution.  Lawrence  More 
s the  first  signer,  then  John  Codding,  then  Burt  Codding,  then 
arles  Goodwin;  these  composed  the  first  society. 

But  though  temperance  took  this  early  root  in  Copley,  it  would 
I em  that  the  old  adage,  “nearer  the  church  the  further  from 
d,”  was  applicable  to  this  also,  for  Chancey  and  Wm.  Davis, 
1820,  erected  a distillery,  and  run  it  constantly  till  May, 
52.  So  flattering  was  their  success  that  three  more  were  sub. 
luently  started,  by  which  the  best  of  Brandy,  Rum,  Gin  and 
ine  without  alcohol,  for  sickness  and  sacramental  purposes, 
is  manufactured  from  Akron  Mills  screenings.  The  degenera- 
I of  the  times,  however,  and  failure  to  appreciate  “ spiritual 
ings”  by  the  people,  has  quenched  their  fires,  and  “we  were,” 

;t  | inscribed  on  their  foundations. 

The  first  preacher  in  the  town  was  Elder  Newcomb,  a Baptist 
iergyman,  who  first  dispensed  the  word  here  in  1822;  but  Mr. 
dittjt,  a congregational  minister,  formed  the  first  church  in 
132. 

0 The  surface  of  the  township  is  strongly  marked.  There  are 
Aree  principal  ridges  running  through  the  town  from  East  to 
I est,  while  the  principal  swamp  is  from  North  to  South.  The 
uiges  are  underlaid  with  sandstone,  which  often  crop  out,  form- 
jfl  *g  ledges.  There  are  also  places  in  which  the  conglomerate,  or 
hite  quartz  connected  together  by  sand  cement,  forms  the 
rong,  predominating  feature  of  the  rock. 

^ The  township  is  also  diversified  with  swamps.  One  in  the 
e]]  ast  part  of  the  township,  called  Perkins1  swamp,  contains  sev- 
ral  thousand  acres.  It  was  originally  supposed  to  be  worthless, 
s it  was  thought  there  was  not  sufficient  fall  to  drain  it,  but  it 
i found  th  at  by  extensive  ditching  the  water  can  be  carried  off, 
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and  the  ground  made  dry,  and  suitable  for  tillage.  In  th 
swamp  have  been  found  white  grapes,  of  size  and  flavor  equ 
to  the  best  imported. 

Another  extensive  swamp,  some  five  miles  in  length,  cod! 
mences  at  Ellis’  corners,  in  Bath,  and  passes  in  a South-eas  ft 
wardly  direction  nearly  through  tCopley.  From  a superficii  it 
view  of  it,  I am  led  to  believe  it  to  have  been  once  a lake.  Tli  fP 
most  remarkable  feature  in  this  swamp  now,  is  near  its  Souths  m 
termination  on  lot  14.  About  equal  distances  from  the  East  at  ar 
West  sides  of  the  swamp,  which  is  almost  impassable,  is  i 
island,  nearly  circular,  containing  two  and  one-half  acres.  Thj  m 
island  rises  about  ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the  swamp,  and  c jr 
the  border  or  edge  next  to  the  swamp,  has  a ditch  and  embau  L 
ment,  which,  in  its  ruins,  shows  it  to  have  been  onoe  a strong j ^ 
fortified  position.  Neither  history  nor  tradition  give  any  clue  1 ^ 
which  to  unravel  the  mystery  of  when,  by  whom,  for  what  w*  3esj| 
it  erected  ? Conjecture  is  left  in  place  of  knowledge,  and  fan<  ja  j 
alone  can  write  its  history.  Its  date  probably  reaches  back  ^ 
the  era  of  the  mounds  and  fortifications  in  the  south  part  of  tl  fu 
State,  which  mark  the  stands  made  by  the  original  inhabitan  t 
against  their  northern  invaders — the  ancestors  of  our  prese:  ^ 
Indians. 

Some  fifteen  or  twenty  rods  from  “Fort  Island,”  in  a south-easi  |] 
wardly  direction  is  “Beach  Island,”  containing  one  or  two  acre  ^ 
A part  of  this  island  has  been  cleared,  and  now  forms  a part 
the  cultivated  field  of  Delos  Bosworth.  On  the  south  part 
this  island  are  slight  traces  of  military  works , but  it  appears 
have  been  chiefly  used  for  burying  the  dead  after  a most  d,  a;.  .. 
structive  battle.  In  the  field  of  Mr.  Bosworth,  just  south  of  h 
north  fence,  are  the  evidences,  too  plain  to  be  mistaken,  of  tl 
dead  having  been  buried  in  large  pits,  which  have  now  sunk  i v ' 
forming  a kind  of  negative  monument  of  the  occupants  having  liv 
and  died. 

This  is  fame  ! This  is  the  objeet  of  all  monuments.  This't] 
goal  of  ambition — to  hare  posterity  know  that  we  once  lived  a: 
died ! 
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COVENTRY. 

\ CO  j 

ith-ea  Coventry  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  41st  degree  of  north 
perfici  ititude,  and  is  the  eleventh  township  west  of  the  western  lino 
e.  1 If  Pennsylvania.  It  is,  consequently,  Town  one,  Range  eleven, 
•outhi  I;  was  an  equalizing  township — a part  of  it,  in  the  south-east 
Sasta  narter,  was  attached  to  Hinckley  iu  Medina  county,  and  set  to 
, is  famuel  Hinckley,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  to  make  his 
11  Dwnship  equal  to  the  average.  General  Wadsworth,  and  others, 
and  Iso  got  strips  of  equalizing  land  in  this  township, 
mto  The  first  settler  was  David  Haines,  who  came  from  Pennsylva- 
nia | ia  in  1800,  and  located  on  lot  four,  a little  south  of  where 
duel  idow  Charles  Sumner  now  resides.  A red  house  now  occupies 
it  i [je  site  of  his  old  cabin. 

Hac  In  1811,  Jesse  Allen,  Nathaniel  Allen,  and  Amos  Spicer  came 
)ack  ito  the  township  from  Groton,  Connecticut.  Jesse  Allen  bought 
of  Out  Haines,  and  Amos  Spicer  settled  near  where  Mr.  McNaugh- 
bitfti  on  lives,  in  the  south  part  of  what  is  now  Middlebury. 
iresef  The  Portage  Path,  and  Tuscarawas  river,  which  were  the 
restern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
l-e*  dclntosh,  run  through  this  township  from  north  to  south — “ the 
acn  >ath  ” terminating  on  the  river  at  the  village  of  New  Portage. 
)4  All  the  lands  east  of  this  boundary  were  acquired  by  tic 
art  Treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh  in  1785 — all  west  of  it  by  the  Treaty 
ars  )f  Fort  Industry,  in  1805.  The  lands  on  the  east  side  were  run 
Jt 1 - nto  lots,  and  parts  of  lots,  bounded  by  the  Path  and  River,  and 
of  do  not  correspond  with  those  on  the  west  side,  which  were  not 
)fi  purchased  till  twenty  years  later. 

ikl  ! New  Portage,  in  this  township,  at  which  point  the  Indians, 
ft  laving  transported  their  canoes  from  the  Cuyahoga  Portage, 
aunched  them  in  the  Tuscarawas,  was  a noted  place  among  the 
isl  Indians,  still  more  so  as  a prominent  point  i.i  the  Treaties  of 
if  Fort  McIntosh  and  Fort  Industry,  and  was  looked  upon,  in  the 
first  settlement  of  the  oeuntry  by  the  whites,  as  a place  of  great 
promise.  As  early  as  1819,  William  W.  Laird  built  “ fiat  boats” 
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at  this  place,  loaded  them  with  all  kinds  of  produce,  and  conte 
signed  them  to  New  Orleans  without  breaking  bulk.  They  passiio. 
ed  down  the  Tuscarawas  into  the  Muskingum — then  into  th 
Ohio,  and  Mississippi,  and  after  a some  two  months  voyagi  tills 
reached  their  destination.  This  was  then  looked  upon  as  one  c: 
the  most  promising  commercial  routes  that  Northern  Ohio  had-jindei 
and  New  Portage  as  a Sea  port.'  Such  was  the  prospect  of  fu 
ture  greatness  at  this  point,  that  Van  R.  Humphrey,  since  a dit 
tinguished  Judge  of  this  County,  located  here,  as  a lawyer,  i 
1821 — and  was  subsequently  elected  captain  of  the  militia 
New  Portage,  in  which  last  capacity  he  showed  himself  no  lesjjlia 
expert  in  wielding  the  weapons  of  Mars  than  those  furnished  b.jllie 
Coke  and  Blacksone.  L 

In  1821-2,  a Col.  Palmer  erecteb  an  establishment  here  foLp 
the  manufacture  of  glass,  which  was  in  operation  several  year* 
but  business,  and  consequent  wealth,  not  flowing  into  the  plac  ^ 
as  he  anticipated,  the  Colonel  failed,  and  in  retaliation  for  th 
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cold  indifference  of  this  world,  he  abandoned  it — joined  the  Moi  ,jp 
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mons,  and  died  at  the  “far  west.” 

Since  the  country  has  become  cleared  up,  the  Tuscarawat 
which  formerly  so  proudly  bore  the  products  of  the  country  o 
its  bosom  to  New  Orleans,  has  so  diminished  at  this  point,  thatij  | 
scarcely  affords  water  sufficient  to  feed  the  canal.  Its  commc%i, 
cial  prospects  perished  with  the  construction  of  the  Ohio  canal- 
Coke  and  Littleton  have  departed — even  its  military  is  disbandL 
ed — and  the  exact  site  of  its  manufactory  is  unknown.  Williaij 
W.  Laird,  who  represented  the  commercial  interest,  “ sleeps  th  ls,' 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking,”  in  Canton.  Judge  Humphrey  re  jt 
sides  in  Hudson,  and  Col.  Palmer  rests  in  the  wilds  of  Utah.-  j 
“ Sic  transit  gloria  mundi.”  » 

There  are  many  small  lakes  in  this  township,  and  considerabli  ^ 
swampy  land,  and  the  soil  has  generally  been  considered  thi.  [,- 


and  poor — but  good  cultivation  has  produced  some  of  the  bee 


farms  in  the  county.  Bituminous  coal  has  been  found  in  thi 
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township,  in  large  quantities,  which  is  giving  it  an  important  ,, 
and  prospective  wealth  equal  to  that  of  almost  any  township  i j , 
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'his  township  13  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  Lake  and  the 
type.  0.  Summit  Lake,  two  miles  south  of  Akron,  through  which 
Ohio  canal  runs,  feeds  the  canal  north  and  south.  From  this 
.11  lake  the  waters  pass  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Singular  as  it  may  seem,  this  Lake,  sur- 
oliK  nded  by  an  almost  impenetrable  tamarack  swamp  503  feet 
t of  )ve  Lake  Erie,  and  879  feet  above  the  Atlantic,  has  no  inlet, 
ie ad  ; a constant  outlet  both  north  and  south.  Being  on  the  high- 
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land  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  question  suggests  itself 
ivery  one — “ where  docs  this  body  of  water  come  from  ?”  No 
no  li  b has  yet  been  found  that  could  sound  it. 
shed  die  base  line,  or  the  line  of  41  degrees  north,  was  run  by  Seth 
jise  in  1797.  Where  that  line  strikes  the  Tuscarawas,  below 
• w Portage,  his  survey  closed,  as  that  was  the  western  bounda- 
of  the  United  States.  On  a tree,  still  standing,  his  entry  is 
in  to  be  seen — “ 50  M” — meaning  5G  miles  west  of  the  Penn- 
vania  line.  Abram  Tappan  run  the  lino  in  1800 — 7,  and  he 
lie  Mi  d Pease  differed  several  rods  in  many  places. 

The  first  couple  married  in  the  township  was  John  Collins  and 
larawii  I Lry  Chapman,  and  the  first  death  was  that  of  Samuel  Munroe. 
ntryth  came  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  in  Coventry  in 
LthatiOO.  Many  of  his  descendants  lived  in  this  town  till  quite  re- 
;omn)«  Ltly — but  all  are  now  gone. 

canal-  Boat  building  at  New  Portage  becoming  a matter  of  consider- 
iisbam  le  importance,  Milo  Hudson,  a son  of  Dea.  David  Hudson,  in 
Willia  114,  laid  out  a city  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Tuscara- 
*pstl  its  ; and  the  first  settler  in  this  new  commercial  emporium,  was 
ireyr  ichael  Dixon,  who  still  resides  there,  in  a fresh  and  vigorous 
Utah.-  I age,  the  connecting  link  between  the  past  and  present  age. 

I This  town  was  formerly  noted  as  the  residence  of  Joe  Keeler, 
iderab  llebrated  as  a Mormon  preacher,  and  dealer  in  bogus  money. — 
ed  tH  b built  and  resided  in  a brick  house  just  north  of  the  canal 
tie  bei  idge  in  New  Portage. 

1b  tbi  I1  In  the  speculating  mania  of  183G — 7,  Dorsey  W.  Viers  laid 
crtaitf  Lt  a town  adjoining  New  Portage,  forming  an  important  ad- 
ibip  ftion  to  it.  He  sold  a lot  to  Jacob  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Akron,  and 
| honor  of  the  man,  and  to  commemorate  the  circumstance,  lie 

4 


58 


SUMMIT  COUHTT. 


•ailed  it  Brownsville.  It  no  v contains  one  building,  used  for  tl  ^ 1 
manufacture  of  matches.  B 

From  an  early  period  Coventry  has  been  called  the  “ State  ^ 
Coventry”  ; but  few,  at  this  day,  know  the  origin  of  that  title.  ^ 
It  should  have  been  called  “The  Kingdom  of  Coventry,”  as  ^ 
took  its  title  from  being  the  residence  of  a King,  and  the  seat  ^es 
a mighty  monarchy.  ! iron 

Hopocan,  (or  Capt.  Pipe  as  he  was  usually  called  by  UltoD 
whites,)  used  to  reside  at  New  Portage,  and  swayed  his  sceptr  w 
as  King,  over  the  mighty  and  powerful  Delawares.  He  was  go 
great  warrior,  and  the  implacable  enemy  of  civilization.  He  wj  ^ 
one  of  the  Chiefs  in  the  battle  at  St.  Clair’s  defeat,  and  af  ter  ware  fffo 
boasted  that  he  tomahawked  white  men  that  day  till  his  arm  ache^  i,  < 
But  this  Capt.  Pipe  is  better  known  in  history,  for  his  conneloif 
tion  with  the  defeat  of  Col.  Crawford,  at  Upper  Sandusky,  : iry 
June,  1782.  ,,bi 

In  March,  1782,  Col.  David  Williamson,  one  of  the  India  Che; 
hunters,  assembled  80  or  90  men  on  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania 
and  started  on  an  expedition  to  murder  and  plunder  the  Mod  rare 
vian  Indians  at  Gnadenhutten,  on  the  Tuscarawas.  These  L )isa 
dians  had  been  converted  to  Christianity  by  the  Moravians,  whot  ces, 
religious  principles  forbid  them  to  fight.  The  dastardly  coward  ins, 
under  Williamson,  found  them,  as  they  had  reason  to  expect,  * act: 
easy  conquest  Their  first  exploit  was  to  kill  a young  half-bre<  Sot! 
Indian,  by  the  name  of  Schebosh,  in  the  most  brutal  manner.-  ft] 
They  first  fired  upon  him  and  broke  his  arm,  when  he  fell  c rtb 
his  knees  and  begged  hard  for  his  life,  saying]  he  was  tl  ty 
son  of  a white  ohristian;  but  while  thus  pleading  for  his  life 
was  chopped  to  pieces  by  them,  scalped  and  tomahawked.  The  ^ 
then  took  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  and  confined  them  i 
a couple  of  old  log  houses,  and  Williamson  then  put  thequestic  ^ 
to  a vote  of  his  soldiers  whether  the  prisoners  should  be  put  t p 
death.  To  this  base  and  inhuman  proposition  all  but  lfi  sal 
yes.  During  the  short  time  occupied  by  this  vote,  the  Indian  ^ 
foreseeing  their  fate,  were  employed  in  singing,  praying,  an  ^ 
exhorting  each  other.  They  were  notified  of  the  result  of  tb  ^ 
vote  by  the  commencement  of  the  horrid  butchery,  and  in  a fej  ^ 
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dfort  ites  those  slaughter-houses,  as  these  butchers  called  them, 
bited,  in  the  interior,  the  bloody  remains  of  men,  women, 
State  children ; from  the  grey-haired  Patriarch  to  the  prattling 
title,  &t  sporting  on  the  mother’s  breast.  Thirty-four  out  of  the 
aj  jty-six  murdered,  were  children. 

seat  these  Moravians  were  Delawares,  and  that  tribe  were  natural- 
roused  for  revenge.  Capt.  Pipe  summoned  his  warriors — 
by  gtomahawk  was  dug  up,  and  the  war  whoop  given, 
cepti  ) successful  had  Williamson  been,  that  another  expedition 
mi  got  up  in  May,  of  the  same  year,  for  the  command  of  which 
He*  damson  and  Col.  William  Crawford  were  Tival  candidates. — 
miif  wford  was  elected.  They  rendezvoused  at  the  old  Mingo 
acbi  a,  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  started  on  the  trail.  Williamson 
onm  owed  on  the  route  of  the  first  expedition.  Before  starting, 
ky,  :y  man  pledged  himself  not  to  spare  an  Indian  of  any  age  or 
but  to  destroy  all  that  fell  in  their  power, 
lodi  I hey  first  went  to  the  Moravian  towns  to  see  if  any  had  re- 
vaai  iaed ; but  all  was  silent  save  the  cawing  of  the  vulture  as  he 
Moi  lered  over  the  mouldering  bodies  of  the  murdered  Moravians, 
e I disappointed  in  their  hopes  of  murder  and  plunder  at  these 
who  oes,  they  turned  towards  the  Delaware  towns  on  the  Sandusky 
rard  <ins,  where  the  Moravian  Indian*  had  assembled  after  the  de- 
it,  i notion  of  their  towns  on  the  Tuscarawas, 
brei  Nothing  material  occurred,  as  the  Indians  had  all  fled,  until 
cr,  7th  of  June,  when  the  advance  guard,  about  three  miles 
11 1 1 th  of  where  Upper  Sandusky  now  is,  was  attacked  and  driven 
i tl  oy  the  Indians,  who,  in  great  numbers,  were  concealed  in  the 
el  h grass.  The  fight  continued  till  dark.  The  Indians  were 
flu  Istinually  receiving  reinforcements,  and  on  the  next  day  Craw- 
mi  [d  made  arrangements  to  retreat.  The  flight  commenced,  and 
iti«|»n  became  a perfect  rout.  All  order  or  discipline  was  lost,  and 
tl  ;eneral  slaughter  followed.  So  inveterate  was  the  Indian  hos- 
ts ty,  and  so  determined  were  they  on  revenga,  that  they  pur- 
w sd  the  retreating  fugitives  almost  to  the  Ohio  river.  One  of 
an  ;m  was  killed  two  miles  east  of  St.  Clairsville.  ■ Two  days  af- 
tl  the  battle,  Crawford  was  taken  prisoner  by  Capt.  Pipe,  who 
ft  nmanded  the  Indians  in  the  engagement,  and  on  the  11th  of 
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June  1782,  he  was  burnt  at  the  stake  at  a Delaware  town  on  tJ  it 
Tyemotchee  creek,  a few  miles  west  of  the  present  location  of  Uj  urc 
per  Sandusky.  Pipe  painted  him  black,  with  his  own  hands,  pn  iil« 
paratory  to  burning.  After  he  was  stripped  and ' bound  to  t)  u 
stake,  Crawford  asked  to  see  Wingenund,  another  noted  Delawa  ft 
chief,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  been  on  the  most  friendly  term  'f 
A long  conversation  ensued  between  them,  when  CrawftU 
asked,  “ can  you  devise  no  method  of  getting  me  off?  You  sh^ 
be  well  rewarded  if  you  will  save  my  life.7’  Wingenund  replie( 

“ Had  Williamson  been  taken  with  you,  I and  some  of  m 
friends,  might  have  succeeded  in  saving  you  , but  as  the  mattl 
now  stands,  no  man  dare  interpose  in  your  behalf.  The  King 
England  himself,  were  he  to  come  on  to  this  spot  with  all  h 
wealth,  could  not  effect  this  purpose.  The  blood  of  the  innocei 
Moravians,  more  than  half  of  whom  were  women  and  childrei 
cruelly  and  wantonly  murdered,  calla  loudly  for  revenge — tl 
relatives  of  the  slain,  that  are  among  us,  cry  out  for  revenge-, 
the  Nation  to  which  they  belonged  will  have  revenge — all  tho; 
nations  connected  with  us  cry  out  'revenge , revenge  ! The  Mor 
vians,  whom  you  came  to  destroy,  having  fled  instead  of  avengii 
their  brethren,  the  offence  becomes  national,  and  the  nation  its< 
is  bound  to  take  revenge.”  “My  fate,  then,”  said  Crawfor 
“ is  fixed,  and  I must  prepare  to  meet  death  in  its  worst  form| 

“ I am  sorry  for  it,”  said  Wingenund,  “but  cannot  do  anythii 
for  you.  Nothing  now  remains  for  you  but  to  meet  your  fa 
like  a brave  man.  Farewell,  Crawford,  they  are  coming.” 
Captain  Pipe  then  led  on  his  tormentors,  and  for  three  hou 
Crawford  was  literally  roasting  alive.  At  last,  exhausted,  ] 
sunk  on  the  ground,  when  an  old  squaw  scalped  him,  and  th< 
threw  a quantity  of  burning  coals  and  ashes  on  his  naked  skff 
which  ended  his  torments  and  closed  the  drama. 

Pipe  was  also  in  the  battle  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Maumee  (I 
the  20th  of  August,  1794,  when  Wayne  broke  down  the  Indh 
spirit,  and  he  then  returned  to  his  tribe  in  Coventry,  where  1 
professed  great  friendship  for  the  Americans  until  the  breakii 
out  of  the  war  of  1812,  when  he  with  his  band,  left  the  count] 
and  joined  the  British. 
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<® Hi  At  the  treaty  at  the  foot  of  Maumee  Rapids  in  Sep.,  1817, 
of U]  here  was  granted  to  the  Delaware  Indians,  a reservation  of  three 
pni  riles  square  in  the  northern  part  of  Marion  county.  Oapt.  Pipe 
to  <1  i ras  one  of  the  grantees  named  in  the  reservation. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  tribe  was  Buckongehelas,  who 
term!  igned  the  treaty  with  General  Wayne  at  Fort  Greenville,  in 
iwfoi  :•  7D5  ; but  at  the  treaty  at  the  same  place,  in  July,  1814,  the 
ishalribe  was  represented  by  Capt.  Pipe,  King  of  New  Portage. 

By  the  treaty  of  Lower  Sandusky,  in  August,  1829,  the  Dela- 
f b | rares  sold  their  reservation  in  Marion  county  to  the  United 
Militates,  and  moved  west  of  the  Mississippi,  where  Capt.  Pipe  has 
lingf  ince  died.  With  him  perished  the  once  powerful  Delawares  of 
ill  tie  Tuscarawas.  At  the  first  settlement  of  America,  they  in- 
abited  the  country  around  where  Philadelphia  now  stands,  and 
Idrei  ji  rere  as  numerous  perhaps  as  any  tribe  on  the  Continent.  They 
■tlirere  then  friendly  to  the  whites  and  welcomed  William  Penn  and 
!nge-  is  followers  with  true  hospitality,  for  whom,  amid  all  the  in- 
thoi  uries  they  reteived  from  the  whites,  they  ever  retained  a kind 
Mon  ecollection.  Whenever  they  speak  of  a good  man,  they  say, 
!ngii|  ‘ wa  she  a E le  ne  ” — that  is,  he  is  a Quaker, 
rite  l Thus  passed  away  the  once  powerful  nation  of  Delawares  and 
wfonjxose  on  its  ruins,  “The  State  of  Coventry.” 
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This  township  is  an  exception  to  all  others  on  the  Reserve, 
having  neither  Range,  nor  Number,  and  contains  but  four  ai 
one-eighth  square  miles.  Instead  of  being  five  miles  square, 
are  all  the  other  Townships,  this  is  only  one  and  a fourth  mil 
square,  being  the  whole  of  Tract  one,  and  forty  rods  wide  on  tl 
North  side  of  Tract  fiv%  originally  in  Tallmadge,  and  one  eigh 
of  a mile  square  from  lots  one,  two,  eleven,  and  twelve,  in  Sto^ 
half  a mile  east  and  west,  and  one  mile  north  and  south,  fro 
lots  eight  and  nine  in  Northampton,  and  one  and  a half  miles  ea 
and  west  from  the  west  part  of  Tract  two  in  Portage.  T) 
Township  is  composed  of  the  corners  of  four  Townships,  and  w 
organized  into  a Township  in  April,  1851,  for  the  purpose  of  aj 
commodating  the  large  and  increasing  business  of  the  village 
Cuyahoga  Falls.  Being  thus  taken  from  the  corners  of  few! 
Townships,  it  possesses  no  distinct  range,  nor  number  of  its  ow; 
but  lies  in  ranges  ten  and  eleven,  and  townships  two  and  thre 

As  its  name  imports,  it  is  on  the  falls  of  the  Cuyahoj 
river,  which  here  commence  and  continue  for  over  two  miles. - 
In  this  distance  are  three  perpendicular  falls — the  upper  on 
near  the  village,  is  about  twelve  feet ; the  second,  sixteen  fee 
the  lower,  or  “Big  Falls,”  twenty-two  feet.  Besides  the* 
there  are  continuous  rapids  the  whole  distance,  forming  some  < 
the  best  water-power  in  the  world.  The  river  has  cut  a chann< 
through  the  rocks  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  dept 
through  which  it.  Wishes,  among  the  fragments  of  rocks  that  ha1 
fallen  from  abov^  forming  the  most  sublime  scenery  in  Northei 
Ohio.  The  railroad  runs  on  the  very  verge  of  this  precipice,  o 
fering  to  a traveler  a view  of  the  wilderness  of  Nature  in  he 
wildest  freaks,  combined  with  the  greatest  improvements  of  mo<!  ifl 
ern  art. 

The  extent  of  this  water-power  may  be  estimated  by  the  bus 
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ss  now  carried  on,  which  occupies  but  a small  part  of  it — 
iere  are  three  paper  mills  in  operation,  and  another  in  process 
erection.  These  consume  675  tons,  of  the  raw  material, 
iking  525  tons  of  paper  annually ; in  them  are  employed 
persons.  These  will  consume  $9,000  worth  of  chemicals  and 
tors,  annually.  There  are  two  oil  mills,  consuming  16,000 
shels  of  seed  annually,  making  30,000  gallons  of  oil.  One 
'ge  for  manufacturing  car  axles,  consuming  from  six  to  seven 
U , ndred  tons  of  pig  metal,  and  making  about  five  hundred  and 
Jty  tons  of  axles  annually.  This  establishment  employs  from 

J 


to  25  men.  There  are  three  foundaries  and  machine  shops, 
le  of  them,  carried  on  by  Bills  & Chamberlain,  consumes  from 

0 to  400  tons  of  stock,  manufacturing  about  $75,000  worth  of 
Jichinery  annually,  and  affording  constant  employment  to  about 

men.  Their  manufactures  have  acquired  so  deserved  a ce- 
arity,  that  orders  have  been  frequently  filled  from  distant  parts 
the  Union.  A steam  engine  was  ordered  from  here,  by  Gen. 
tyler,  while  President,  for  his  sugar  plantation  in  Louisiana. — 

1 to  the  other  foundries  I have  no  data. 

There  is  a steel  fork  manufactory,  which  turns  out  on  an  aver- 
;e  100,000  forks  annually,  consuming  20  tons  of  cast  steel,  and 
lploying  from  15  to  20  hands  ; and  one  shovel  factory  which 
anufactures  six  dozen  shovels  daily,  and  gives  employment  to 


>m  eight  to  ten  persons.  There  is  also  one  flouring  mill,  one 
al  factory,  two  tanneries,  one  ashery,  two  flax  mills,  two  wag- 
shops,  seven  dry  goods  stores,  four  groceries,  one  tavern,  and 
ree  churches.  But,  as  if  Providence  did  not  intend  that  one 
ace  should  have  all  prosperity,  without  a draw-back,  there  is 
30  a bank  and  a distillery — the  former  owning  the  latter,  which 
capital  stock  paid  in.  This  distillery  consumes  about  75,000 
ishels  of  grain  annually,  making  30,000  gallon*  of  high-wines ; 
rnishing  food  for  3,000  hogs,  and  drink  for  ten  times  that  number. 
The  upper  dam,  called  Wetm ore’s,  has  twelve  feet  fall ; on 
Inch  is  a paper  mill,  forge,  car-axle  factory,  and  an  oil  mill. 
The  next  is  Newberry’s  dam,  on  which  is  an  old  paper  mill, 
w-mill,  tool  factory,  engine  factory,  and  grist-mill.  This  has 
fall  of  eighteen  feet. 
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The  next  dam  is  eighteen  feet,  and  also  owned  bj  Mr.  Ke* 
berry.  On  this  is  a paper  mill,  and  an  old  grist-mill,  which 
now  being  converted  into  a paper  mill. 

The  next,  belonging  to  Cyrus  Prentiss,  has  a fall  of  twent 
feet.  On  it  is  an  oil  mill,  and  a machine  for  cleaning  flax;  an 
other  materials  for  paper. 

The  next  is  the  dam  erected  by  the  “ Portage  Canal,  and  Mai 
ufacturing  Company,”  better  known  as  the  “Chuckery  Compi 
ny.”  This  was  built,  and  a canal  constructed  for  the  purpose 
conveying  the  Cuyahoga  to-  Akron,  and  creating  an  immem 
water-power. 

The  dam  and  canal  were  constructed,  but  the  finances  of  tl 
company  were  most  miserably  squandered  ; the  bubble  burs 
ancf  the  Chuckery  Company  became  a matter  of  history.  Th 
water-power  has  been  sold,  by  a decree  of  Court,  and  will  soc 
be  put  to  practical  uses.  Its  value  in  future  can  scarcely  be  ei 
timated.  The  dam  is  from  16  to  20  feet,  affording  at  that  poii 
an  immense  power,  a small  part  of  which  only  is  occupied  by 
shovel,  spade  and  fork  manufactory. 

This  town,  (village,)  was  originally  laid  out  by  Elkanah  Riel 
ardson,  (more  commonly  known  as  Judge  Richardson,)  in  182. 
It  was  subsequenty  re-surveyed,  and  plotted  by  Birdseye  Boot 
and  recorded.  That  part  of  it  lying  in  Stow  township  belonge 
to  Joshua  Stow  and  William  Wetmore,  of  Middletown,  Connect 
cut.  That  portion  lying  in  Tallmadge  belonged  to  Roger  NeT 
berry,  of  Windsor,  Ct.  He  was  not  only  one  of  the  Connectici 
Land  Company,  but  one  of  its  directors,  and  for  many  years 
member  of  “ The  Governor’s  Council^’  in  Connecticut.  He  w: 
a descendant  of  the  “Messrs.  Newberrys,”  who  settled  in  Win( 
sor,  Connecticut,  in  1640.  He  died  in  1813.  His  Ohio  land  1 
gave  to  his  son,  Henry  Newberry,  Esq.,  who  now  resides  at  tl 
Palls.  Henry  dewberry  was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
January,  1783.  In  1814,  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
came  to  Ohio  to  look  at  his  land,  and  was  so  well  pleased  wit 
k that  he  resolved  to  abandon  the  luxuries  of  the  east,  and  mai 
his  home  in  the  western  wilds.  In  1824  he  removed  his  fami" 
to  Ohio,  and  settled  on  what  is  known  as  “ the  Thorndike  farm. 
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ar  Stow  Lake.  Here  he  remained  for  two  years,  until  a clear* 
g could  be  made,  and  a “beginning  begun”  at  the  Falls,  whei. 
removed  there,  having  seen  a flourishing  village,  partly  of  hi.1 
rn  planting,  spring,  almost  full  grown,  out  of  an  unbroken 
rest. 

William  Wetmore,  the  other  proprietor,  was  born  at  Middle- 
wn,  Connecticut,  Sept.  15,  1771.  He  was  a descendant  of 
lomas  Wetmore,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Middletown,  who 
rchased  that  town  of  the  Indians,  in  1662.  He  removed  to 
do  in  July,  1804,  and  built  the  second  house  that  was  erected 
Stow  township,  which  stood  about  20  rods  eastwardly  of  the 
W.  corner  of  lot  36,  on  which  Gen.  Gross’  tavern  stands.  In 
08  Stow  township  was  organized,  ana  he  was  elected  the  first 
stice  of  the  Peace.  In  August  of  that  year,  the  county  of 
rtage  being  organized,  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Court  at 
venna — but  finding  it  inconvenient  and  not  much  profit  to  be 
rk  of  the  Court  in  a new  county,  where  there  was  little  busi- 
3S,  he  resigned  the  office,  moved  back  to  Stow  and  settled  on 
} farm  east  of  Stow  Pond. 

The  Records  show  a singular  mode  of  doing  business  in  those 
ys.  They  do  not  show  the  appointment  of  any  one  as  Clerk, 
r are  they  signed ; but  thev  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
:tmore,  who  was  also  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court.  He 
d at  his  residence  on  the  East  bank  of  Stow  Lake,  on  the  27th 
October,  1827. 

The  first  manufacturing  improvement  made  at  Cuyahoga  Falls 
s by  Henry  Wetmore  and  his  brother,  William  Wetmore,  Jr., 
the  1st  day  of  April,  1825,  in  the  commencement  of  a dam, 
lied  Wetmore’s  dam)  ; but  the  first  dwelling-house  was  erect- 
by  Judge  Elkanah  Richardson,  during  the  year  1822.  It  is 
red  house,  standing  on  the  north  side  of  the  street,  a little 
th  of  the  “ Big  Spring.” 

n 1826,  Henry  Newberry  built  an  oil  mill,  and  residence,  and 
1827-8  surveyed  and  laid  out  that  part  of  the  village  lying 
Callmadge.  The  same  year,  Joshua  Stow,  William  Wetmore, 
liam  Wetmore,  jr.  and  Henry  Wetmore,  erected  an  oil  mill 
l flouring  mill,  at  the  upper  dam,  and  several  dwelling-houses, 
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the  first  of  which  is  the  one  now  occupied  and  known  as  t 
American,  or  Cook’s  tavern.  In  1830,  the  same  Company  ere 
ed  the  first  paper  mill,  known’as  Stowe  & Wetmore’s. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  township,  was  Edward  W1  ^ 
more,  son' of  William  Wetmore  jr.,  who  was  born  in  1827. 

The  first  person  that  died  in  the  township  was  also  a son 
William  Wetmore,  jr.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1826,  aged  ab< 
one  year;  but  the  first  adult  person  that  died  was  Mrs.  S 
wife  of  E.  N.  Sill,  Esq.,  and  daughter  of  Henry  Newberry,  E 

She  died  in , 1827. * On  the  organization  of  this  townsh 

in  April,  1851,  Henry  Newberry,  Horace  A.  Miller,  and  P. 
Somers,  were  elected  Trustees  ; Grant  B.  Turner,  Clerk  ; Char 
W.  Wetmore  and  Josiah  Wetmore,  Justices. 

A branch  of  the  Indian  trail  from  Fort  McIntosh,  on  the  0 
to  Sandusky,  passes  through  this  township.  On  arriving  m 
Fish  Creek,  in  Franklin,  Portage  county,  it  branched  ; onebrai 
of  the  trail  passing  north  through  the  Indian  towns  in  Nor 
amption  and  Bath  ; the  other  turning  south  to  **  the  Great  Fall 
called  by  the  Indians  “ Coppacaw.”  This  was  a celebrated  ti 
for  the  Indians  in  their  war  excursions,  as  with  the  “ Ranger 
in  their  pursuit  of  them.  It  was  on  these  two  trails  that  Brad 
men  were  divided,  at  the  time  of  his  defeat  near  the  towns 
the  Cuyahoga,  and  on  which  a part  made  their  retreat.  Seve 
years  ago,  a rifle  barrel  was  found  in  the  Big  Spring,  in  this  \ 
lage  ; a remnant  probably  of  that  hasty  flight. 

The  trail  passes  nearly  in  front  of  Mr.  Newberry’s  house  ; i 
near  where  the  canal  bridge  now  is,  was  a plateau,  of  sc 
twenty-five  feet  square,  raised  about  a foot,  where  probably 
been  a Council-house.  In  his  garden,  as  well  as  on  the  rise 
ground  north  of  the  Big  Spring,  are  remains  of  Indian  wigwa 
But  poor  “ Logan,  the  friend  of  the  white  man,”  with  his  Bra 
who  so  often  traversed  these  grounds,  has  gone  to  the  Sp 
Land,  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  his  fidelity  will  receive  a better 
ward  than  it  did  on  Earth — if  not,  justice  is  unknown  in  Eartl 
Heaven. 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  Cuyahoga,  below  the  village,  i 
remarkable  cavern.  I discovered  it  in  1826,  when  the  coui 
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•ound  there  was  a wilderness.  It  is  on  the  very  brink  of  the 
lasm  cut  by  the  river,  and  the  small  opening,  but  just  large 
tough  to  admit  a person’s  body,  was  on  a level  with  the  ground, 
few  leaves  or  a rotten  log  will  easily  conceal  it.  In  company 
ith  Charles  B.  Thompson,  Orville  B.  Skinner  and  Jabez  Gilbert, 
rmerly  mail  contractor  from  Pittsburgh  to  Cleveland,  I entered 
and  found  it  about  ten  feet  in  height,  and  divided  into  two 
oms  with  a small  passage  between,  barely  sufficient  for  a 
rson  to  pass.  There  was  no  openiag  except  at  the  place  where 
ntered,  from  which  I was  let  down  by  my  companions.  It 
jing  totally  dark  in  the  cavern,  I could  make  but  few  examina- 
•ns,  and,  fearing  some  chasm  in  the  bottom,  I did  not  let  my 
riosity  tempt  me  far  in  my  explorations.  Mr.  Gilbert  and 
rself  are  alone  survivors  of  that  company. 

From  the  length  of  time  intervening,  and  change  of  appear- 
ces  from  clearing  up  the  country,  I cannot  now  find  it,— but 
ne  future  explorer  will  bring  it  again  to  light. 
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The  portion  of  this  township  lying  east  of  the  Tuscarawatf^ 
was  surrey ed  by  Ebenezer  Buckingham,  in  February,  180(  {re 
The  Tuscarawas  was  then  the  boundary  between  the  Unite  :! 
States  and  the  Indians — which  was  the  reason  why  the  balanc  N1 
of  the  township  was  not  surveyed  at  the  same  time.  It  will  1 W 
recollected  that  .the  Indian  title  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  and  Tui  ^ 
carawas,  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh,  5 5m 
1785.  Their  title  to  the  territory  west  of  those  rivers  was  n<  nd 
extinguished  till  the  treaty  of  Fort  Industry,  in  1805.  It  is  j Be 
singular  feature  in  these  treaties,  that  the  Indians,  in  the  fir  So 
treaty,  ceded  the  territory  east  of  those  rivers,  and  in  the  la  h 
treaty,  all  west  of  those  rivers,  but  have  never  ceded  the  river  iai 
the  fee  of  which  is  still  in  the  Indians.  ting 

This  township  is  called  Town  2,  Range  10 — as  Lawrence  towi  Ig 
ship,  in  Stark  county,  lying  immediately  south  of  it,  is  calb  Bril 
Town  1,  Range  10.  In  forming  ranges,  the  United  States  bega  182 
as  did  the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  at  the  east  line  of  tl  fse] 
State,  on  the  base  of  the  Western  Reserve,  or  latitude  40  de  Clii 
North — and  every  six  miles  west  was  a range,  numbering  fro1 
east  to  west.  The  townships  on  the  east  side,  or  first  rang(  S,as 
counted  from  the  Ohio  river  north,  to  the  base  of  the  Reserve.  Ofti 
Thus  the  north  township,  in  the  first  range,  in  Stark  count  ^ 
on  the  base  line  of  the  Reserve  is  Lexington,  or  Township  1 it 
Range  6,  lying  nineteen  townships,  of  six  mile3  each,  or  1 ^ 
miles  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  six  townships,  of  six  mil  ^ 
each,  or  36  miles  west  of  the  State  line.  The  townships  th 
continued  to  be  numbered  until  they  reach  the  “ Ohio  Land  Co]  ^ 
panyV’  purchase,  when  they  count  from  the  north  line  of  tl1^ 
purchase.  This  regularity  continues  until  we  reach  Range  1 ^ 
when  we  find  the  north  township,  (Franklin,)  numbered  2,  th  6U 
making  two  townships  of  that  number,  as  well  as  of  number  W: 
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that  range.  The  cause  of  that  was,  that  when  the  survey 
is  made,  and  the  townships  and  ranges  numbered,  in  1800, 

I ere  was  but  a fraction  of  this  township,  lying  east  of  the  Tus- 
irawas,  that  belonged  to  the  United  States — all  west  of  the 
rer  belonging  to  the  Indians. 

In  running  the  west  line  of  Range  10,  they  struck  the  Tus- 
irawas  in  Lawrence  township,  next  south  of  Franklin,  and 
i2re  not  being  enough  for  a township  in  either,  they  were  called 
(Fractions  1 and  2,  in  Range  10.”  In  1807,  after  the  Indian 
le  was  extinguished,  the  territory  west  of  the  river  was  sur- 
ged by  Joseph  H.  Larwell,  and  enough  added  to  that  on  the 
3t  side  of  the  river  to  make  full  towns  of  six  miles  each — but 
(3  numbers  have  never  been  changed  ; so  that  what  originally 
>od  for  the  number  of  fractions , now  stand  for  the  number  of 
jse  townships. 

ft  jSo  advantageous  was  the  situation  of  this  township,  . on  the 
1 zters  of  the  Tuscarawas  and  Chippeway  rivers,  (then  called 
(lian  Creek,)  that  within  one  year  after  the  Indian  title  was 
fi  Anguished,  a wealthy  Quaker,  by  the  name  of  Richard  Carter, 
tolling  in  Wheeling,  purchased  the  land,  and  employed  John 
caj  j.rris,  Esq.,  now  of  Canton,  and  David  L.  McClure,  who  died 
]eg  |1820,  near  Pittsburgh,  to  lay  out  a town  at  the  junction  of 
0f  pse  rivers,  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  below  the  present  town 
) \ jClinton.  This  was  done' in  September,  1806,  and  the  town 
, {,  is  christened  Cartersville,  but  it  hardly  survived  the  christen- 
j;,  as  it  was  overflowed  by  every  freshet. 

T{  )f  the  actors  of  that  early  day,  John  Harris,  Esq.,  who  laid 
g i Cartersville.  and  Joseph  II.  Larwell,  Esq.,  who  surveyed  the 

i d west  of  the  river,  alone  remain.  Mr.  Harris  is  the  oldest 

up  ’ 

ident  indeed,  of  Stark  county,  except  Esq.  Downing,  of  Sandy, 
^ jir  Waynesburgh ; Downing  having  came  into  that  county, 
.j  en  a part  of  Columbiana,)  in  the  fall  of  1805,  and  Harris  in 
i£  >6.  Mr.  Harris  has  subsequently  acted  a conspicuous  part  in 
^ j County  and  State,  having  held  the  offices  of  assessor,  judge  and 
i resentailre,  with  various  other  posts  of  honor.  He  has  a vein 
\ tumor  that  makes  him  an  agreeable  companion,  and  a nice  sense 
| mnor  that  makes  him  a valuable  friend  and  exemplary  citizen 
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In  September,  1815,  Mahlon  and  Aaron  Stewart  laid  out 
village  in  this  town,  on  the  north-west  quarter  of  section  26,  a: 
called  it  Manchester.  It  is  a stirring  town,  on  the  main  ro 
from  Akron  to  Fulton  and  Massillon  , and  from  the  eastern  ps fc 
of  the  State  to  the  canal,  and  western  country.  It  is  three  mi] 
east  of  the  canal. 

In  March,  1816,  a man  by  the  name  of  David  Harvey,  laid  c 
a village,  on  the  south  side  of  Chippeway  river,  about  half  a m 
above  Cartersville,  and  near  a mile  westerly  from  Clinton, 
being  a beautiful  location,  lets  sold  rapidly,  and  a very  pret 
village  soon  sprung  into  existence.  Sickness,  caused  by  swam 
in  its  vicinity,  however,  soon  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  aba 
don  k — and  when  I visited  it  in  1827,  [stores,  houses,  shops  a 
private  dweilings,  were  entirely  deserted,  and  I had  to  go  o V 
half  a mile  to  learn  its  name,  or  the  cause  of  its  desertion.  It 
now  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the  plow-share  annually  pasi 
over  it,  so  that  not  even  a foundration  marks  the  former  exister 
of  Savannah. 

Clinton,  now  one  of  the  most  flourishing  villages  in  the  couni  ^ 
was  laid  out  by  William  Harvey,  on  the  north-east  corner 
section  31,  and  an  addition  to  it  by  William  Christmas  and  Jam 

* Mr 

W.  Lathrop,  on  the  east  half  of  the  south-east  fractional  secti  i 
30,  and  the  south  part  of  section  29,  in  February,  1816.  It  th 
appeared  like  a hopeless  swamp — and  even  so  little  of  promi  ^ 
was  there,  that  the  whole  village  was  sold  for  taxes  as  late  n 1 
1837.  Soon  after,  however,  business  took  a new  start  and  Cli  ^ 
ton,  Orradeen  and  Pumroy,  forming  one  village,  sprung  ii 
existence,  and  have  been  since  rapidly  increasing  in  busin* 
and  importance.  ^ 

Orradeen  was  laid  out  in  April,  1835,  by  Gorhaim  Chapin,  l6.BP] 
fractional  section  29,  north  of  Pumroy,  and  adjoining  it — be 
of  which  lay  east  of,  and  adjoining  Clinton. 

Pumroy  was  laid  out  in  June,  1837,  by  William  and  Frarn  ^ 
Pumroy,  on  section  32.  The  three  now  form  but  one  villag 
and  these  sectional  names  are  giving  way  to  the  general  name  ^ 
Clinton.  N 

Situated  in  one  of  the  first  wheat- growing  sections  of  i 
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;ate,  and  surrounded  by  the  very  best  bitumimous  coal — with 
e canal,  Tuscarawas  river,  and  the  Cleveland,  Zanesville  and 
ncinnati  Railroad  running  through  it,  Clinton  is  destined  to 
icome  one  of  the  important  towns  of  the  West. 

In  1838,  Michael  Becker,  from  the  Rhenish  provinces  of 
russia,  settled  in  Clinton.  At  that  time  there  were  but  three 
al-beds  open,  and  the  sales  did  not  justify  the  employment  of 
ore  than  two  or  three  hands  in  mining.  A miner  by  profession, 
cker  soon  discovered  and  opened  other  beds,  and  by  his  energy 
perseverance,  gave  impetus  to  the  business  until  the  exports 
coal  now  exceed  60,000  tons  annually. 

Gorham  Chapin  who  laid  out  Orradeen,  was  from  Mass.,  and  the 
of  Dr.  Chapin,  of  Buffalo,  an  officer  of  the  war  . of  1812,  who, 
vingbeen  taken  prisoner,  and  on  his  way  to  Montreal  with  his 
low-prisoners,  headed  an  insurrection  of  the  prisoners,  took  the 
insport  in  which  they  were  conveyed,  and  their  guard,  and 
ought  them  to  the  United  States.  Gorham  died  in  1841.  He 
med  a saw-mill  near  the  present  guard-lock,  in  Clinton,  and 
<ig  after  his  death,  the  superstitious  believed  they  could  hear 
spook  filing  the  mill-saw,  amid  the  fitful  gusts  of  midnight, 
len  ghosts  most  love  to  walk  abroad. 

Mr.  Harvey  left  there  and  died  in  Jefferson  county.  Mahlon 
iwart,  who  laid  out  Manchester,  resides  in  Harrison  county, 
ristmas  and  Lathrop,  who  laid  out  the  addition  to  Clinton, 
ve  been  dead  several  years,  and  William  Pumroy  died  the  past 
ir — being  at  the  time  of  his  death,  superintendent  of  the  Ohio 
ial. 

The  first  settler  in  the  township  was  Christopher  Johnson, 
nmonly  ealled  Yankee  Johnson.  He  came  into  the  township  in 
^spring  of  1814,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
nry  Sours,  in  the  east  part  of  the  township.  He  subsequently 
d out,  and  removed  his  family  to  Steubenville,  where  he  left 
>m  and  absquandered. 

Thomas  Johnsan,  from  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
i William  Hallowell,  of  Steubenville,  came  in  next.  They 
ived  on  the  20th  of  April,  1814.  Thomas  Johnson  settled  on 
tion  27,  from  which  he  subsequently  removed  into  Norton, 
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where  he  settled  at  what  is  known  as  “ Johnson’s  corners,”  whei 
he  died  in  1836.  He  was  a native  of  the  county  of  Tyrone,  i 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  1797.  j«I 

Hallowell  settled  on  the  north-west  quarter  of  section  28,  nej(“eD 
where  Clinton  now  is,  where  he  remained  till  1883,  when  he  so' 
out  and  removed  to  Richfield,  where  he  yet  resides  in  a vigoroi1  cre 
old  age.  i inii 

In  1814,  John  Johnson,  a son  of  Yankee  Johnson,  was  born-1^' 
being  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  township.  M 

The  first  couple  married  in  the  township  were  John  Hick  ai 11 
Catherine  Flickener,  in  1815.  They  were  transient  persons,  ai  Su 
have  gone  to  parts  unknown.  The  second  couple  was  Jac<*  Is 
Sour  to  Mary  Harter,  in  1816.  They  are  both  living,  havii1  ^ 
removed  to  Seneca  county  from  Franklin  township  last^spring. 

In  1817,  the  population  becoming  sufficiently  numerous  to 
quire  it,  a school  was  commenced  at  Manchester  by  Jose]1^ 
Mishler,  being  the  first  school  taught  in  the  township.  He  w l0^( 
from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  now  resides  in  Springfield.  He  taug11?1 
in  a log  hcuse,  built  for  a church , standing  where  the  “ steej 
house”  now  does,  west  of  the  main  corners,  where  all  the  “your  ^ 
ideas”  in  the  township  were  collected.  They  numbered  abo 
fifteen. 


The  first  death  in  the  township  was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Balmt 
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She  died  in  the  summer  of  1815,  from  the  bite  of  a rattle  snal 
They  lived  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Adam  Marsh. 

In  1816-17,  George  Rex  erected  a mill  at  the  outlet  of  Turk* 
foot  Lake,  a part  of  which  is  in  Green  and  a part  of  it  in  tl  ^ 
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reservoir  for  feeding  the  canal,  the  mill  site  is  ruined. 

This  township  was  organized  in  April,  1817.  The  first  trust< 
were  Jacob  Hollinger,  who  yet  resides  in  the  township,  Mich;  ^ 
Bradenburgh,  who  died  in  1835,  and  Mahlon  Stewart,  who  n 


resides  in  Harrison  county.  Jacob  Balmer  and  David  Harv 
were  elected  the  first  J ustices  of  the  Peace.  Balmer  is  living 


ill: 


Jackson  township,  and  Harvey  died  in  Jefferson  county,  seve 


years  ago.  Balmer  kept  the  first  store  in  the  township,  and  Joi 
Snider,  a German,  the  first  tavern.  They  were  at  Manchest 
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The  first  physician  in  the  township  was  Levi  Brooks,  who  now 
ifsides  at  Oberlin — though  Dr.  John  Bcnfieid,  of  Canton,  was 
e popular  doctor,  until  about  the  year  1821,  when,  in  conse- 
e,  tence  of  a rumor  that  the  small  pox  was  raging  through  the 
!0]  untry,  he  was  employed  to  vaccinate  all  in  the  township  who 
w ere  liable  to  take  it.  The  Doctor  had  been  unfortunate  in  ob_ 
tning  his  vaccine  matter  from  a Scotchman , and  instead  of  the 
n.  nd-pox,  he  gave  them  all  the  itch.  This  circumstance,  though 
lintenticLal  and  wholly  unavoidable  on  the  part  of  the  Doctor, 
ai  ,ve  his  popularity  a dreadful  scratching. 

aI  Summit  county  was  erected  in  1840,  taking  all  but  two  town- 
lC(  dps  from  the  Reserve;  Franklin  and  Green  were  taken  from 
yj,  ark.  There  was  great  opposition  to  it  from  Stark  county  gen- 
, ally,  and  from  the  inhabitants  of  these  towns  in  particular. 
0I,ieidea  of  leaving  what  they  familiarly  called  “Old  Molly 
36j  ark,”  and  being  attached  to  “ Clieesedom,”  was  terrific;  and 
^ I old  lady  remarked  that  she  did  not  care  so  much  about  it  on 
y other  account,  as  on  account  of  sickness ; she  had  heard  it 
° is  very  sickly  up  North,  and  she  did  not  like  to  be  set  off  to 
but  wanted  to  remain  in  Stark  county  where  it  was  healthy. 
Since  the  erection  of  this  county,  this  township  has  had  the 
>nor  of  furnishing  for  it  two  Judges — lion.  Hugh  R.  Caldwell, 
Clinton,  who  was  Judge  from  1840  to  1847,  and  Hon.  John 
oy,  of  Manchester,  who  was  elected  in  1847,  and  served  unti 
e office  of  Associate  Judge  was  abolished  by  the  new  Constitu- 
Dn.  They  are  both  self-made  men ; both  from  near  Gettys- 
irgh,  Adams  county,  Pa.  Judge  Caldwell  was  bom  in  1797, 
d Judge  Hoy  in  1799. 

Judge  Caldwell  worked  on  a farm,  in  a tavern,  and  a tan-yard 
til  he  was  of  age — when  by  his  own  exertions  and  energy  he 
quired  an  education  that  hard  labor  had  previously  prevented. 
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1824,  he  was  engaged  as  private  tutor  in  the  family  of 
^ tomas  Thornton,  of  Thornton  Hill,  Culpepper  county,  Va. 
H^  l.  Thornton  married  a daughter  of  Augustine  Washington,  the 
living  iy  jjiece  of  General  George  Washington.  He  remained  in  this 
sfl*  nily,  as  a trnor  for  about  two  years,  when,  by  the  offer  of  a 
n^0C  gh  salary,  he  was  induced  to  abandon  it,  and  take  charge  of  a 
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College  in  Huntsville,  Alabama.  Here  he  found  that  his  expense 
Ovemin  his  salary. 

lie  received  a salary  of  $2,000  a year,  and  for  board,  ser- snie 
vants,  and  keeping  of  a horse,  he  was  charged  $27  a week.  He :ltl' 
soon  after  left,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1820,  located  in  Canton,  ^ 
where  he  remained  till  1829,  when  lie  removed  to  Franklin,  where  ^e[ 
he  has  since  resided,  devoting  himself  to  his  profession.  He  is^c 
eminent  as  a physician — a fme  scholar — a ready  debater,  and  ah ^ 
honest  man.  Frank  in  all  things,  he  speaks  what  he  thinks,  and  ^ 
thinks  what  he  pleases.  ^ 

Judge  Hoy,  like  Judge  Caldwell,  was  brought  up  on  a farm'®11111 
until  he  was  18  years  of  age,  when  ho  was  apprenticed  to  tbc^ic 
trade  of  a stone  mason.  At  t c age  of  21  lie  married,  and){Di) 
*l  traveled  to  Ohio,”  being  so  poor  that  he  had  nothing  to  move.1111^1 
He  stopped  over  winter  in  Lawrence  township,  Stark  count}’ — th<  p 
next  season  removed  to  Tuscarawas  township,  near  where  Mas!  ^ 1 
sillon  new  is — and  in  the  spring  of  .824,  removed  to  Manchester,  ^ 
whcic  he  yet  resides.  Iieie  he  ccnmti  ctd  ts.vmi  kccp  ngfi;: 
Which  he  continued  for  near  20  years,  wLen,  trim  cocscicnM' 
tious  motives,  he  aband  nei  the  business  of  making  or  selling  l®soii 
liquor;  as  he  felt  it  was  w’rcng  to  distil  grain  for  men  when  he  knev  ^ o 
their  families  were  suffering  at  home,  for  the  want  of  it  for  bread  N>glit 

He  w. is  one  of  the  first  Commissioners  of  t lie  county,  sever J jfc 
years  a Justice,  and  by  his  energy  and  prudence  he  has  accnmuifM 
lated  a large  fortune.  For  the  last  five  or  six  years,  he  has  kep 
a strictly  L mpernr.ee  house,  forming  an  enviable  home  for  th^icin 
weary  traveler,  who  wants  rest  and  quiet. 

The  Tuscarawas,  (or  Tuscarcra,)  river,  which  runs  through 
this  township,  is  the  head  water  of  the  Muskingum.  Rising  o *)rc; 
the  summit  that  divides  the  water  of  Lake  Erie  from  those  tha  J 
flow  into  the  Cliio,  it  so  nearly  interlocks  with  the  head  water1  • Wit 
of  tl:c  Cuyahoga,  that  they  are  connected  by  an  artificial  chnE<  UHry, 
nel,  and  a portion  of  the  waters  of  the  Tuscarnws  fl  >w  throug1  Ip 
the  Ohio  canal  into  Lake  Erie  and  through  the  Gif  f of  St.  Law  tup 
rence  into  the  ocean  ; while  another  portion,  following  its  naturf  tp 
channel  through  the  Muskingum,  Ohio,  and  Mississippi,  enter  ^lf 
the  Ocean  through  the  Cuif  cf  Mexico.  ] 
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The  river  derives  its  name  from  an  Indian  tribe  formerly  in- 
3 biting  the  banks  of  the  Neuces,  in  North  Carolina,  but  who 
me  to  the  North  in  1712  and  joined  the  Ircquois,  forming  the 
th  Nation. 

he  river  must  ever  be  associated  with  the  most  melancholy 
ections.  Oh  its  banks  were  once  the  peaceful  and  favorite 
•do  of  the  native  Indians.  A more  beautiful  stream  does  not 
Mist,  and  the  red  man  was  the  happiest  of  liis  kind. 

n 1772  the  Moravians,  or  United  Brethren,  as  they  call  them- 
Ijlvcs,  tstablh lied  missionaries  among  them,  and  the  India*# 
came  Chiistians,  Three  of  these  missionary  stations 
,J[  the  banks  of  this  rive*,  Shoenbrun,  (afterwards  called  Go- 
aJpn,)  near  New  Philadelphia;'  Bevcn  miles  soutli  of  that  was 
Jladcnhuttcn,  and  five  miles  south'  of  that  was  Salem.  Here 
.}. Ip  Indians,  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  friendship  of  their 
^ Lite  Christian  brethren,  dwelt  in  peace  »nd  security  until 
,tcf|irch  1782,  when  they  were  induced,  under  professions  of 
. rl;cndship,  to  surrender  up  their  arms  to  a band  of  assassins 
CI!  m Western  Virginia  and  Pennsylvaniwfunder  Col.  David  Wil- 
kinson, who  then  seized  and  pinioned  them,  and  after  coufining 
j,nC  an  over  night  in  two  houses,  rightly  denominated  “The 
rea(  jiughter  Houses,”  led  them  cut  in  the  morning  by  couples, 
rJ  |ocked  them  down  and  butchered  them  ! In  this  bloody  mas- 
^|:re,  40  men,  32  women,  and  34  children  were  killed,  v^ose 
jIjjj  ilics  were  piled  up  in  the  slaughter  bouses  and  they  scVon  fire* 
r ||  jC  remnant  of  these  Christian  Indians,  who  by  aha*#ce  oecfiipcd 
• massacre,  were  subsequently  collected  together, mid  a tract  of 
,j,  |id  donated  to  them  by  Congress,  embracing  tlieir  former  towns. 

; |ffj  jey  returned  to  witness  the  bleaching  bones  of  their  families, 
k \\  again  Logan  the  work  of  civilization.  . But  the  avarice  of 
((  > whites  compelled  them  to  soil  cut  their  lands,  and  leave  the 
cjjl  miry.  In  August,  1823,  a treaty  was  lidd  at  Gnadcnhuttcn, 
0g|  G on  Cass,  cn  the  part  cf  the  United  States,  and5  the 

, jD  lints  and  chiefs  of  the  Indians,  l>y  which  tho  United  States 
tlJr  I'eed  to  give  them  24, ODD  acres  in  some  of  their  territories  and 
flute  | annuity  of  $10d. 

Wiis  annuity  was  so  clogged  with  provisos  as  to  render  it 
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valueless,  and  the  poor  Christian  IndiaD,  ruined  by  his  faith  i 
the  white  man  and  in  the  United  States  justice,  left  the  country 
and  joined  the  Moravian  Indians  in  Canada.  In  1824,  Congres 
passed  an  Act  to  survey  out  the  lands  so  acquired  on  the  Tusci 
rawas,  and  they  were  sold.  A German  farmer  cultivates  tl 
ancient  site  of  Shoenbrun — a Company  is  taking  coal  out  of  tl 
hill  that  overlooked  their  village — and  nothing  now  remains  - 
the  Indians  of  the  Tuscarawas  but  a small  slab,  covering  a grav 
on  which  is  inscribed — 

“DAVID  ZEISBERGER, 

tfko  fvas  bora  11th  April,  1721,  in  Moravia,  and  departed  thl 
life  7th  November,  1808,  aged  87  yfl&isv  7 Months  and  6 day 
This  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord  labored  among  the  Indians,  r 
a Missionary,  during  the  last  sixty  years  of  his  life.” 
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This  Township  is  Town  12,  Range  9,  in  what  is  known  on  the 
1T(,‘ Reserve,”  as  “Congress  land” — i.  e.,  it  lies  south  of  latitude 
1 deg. — of  course,  is  not  embraced  in  the  Connecticut  Reserve, 
’ranklin  and  Green,  in  this  county,  being  taken  from  Congress 
A and  and  attached  to  the  Reserve,  have  broken  down  the  par- 
tition wall  that  had  so  long  divided  the  extreme  north  from  the 
j[aore  southern  portions  of  the  State.  This  was  the  first  instance 
a which  the  southern  line  of  the  Reserve  had  been  broken  in  the 
rection  of  a county.  Before  that  time  it  was  thought,  (as  ex- 
pressed by  Hon.  Mr.  Hostetter,  Senator  from  Stark,  when  the 
rection  of  Summit  was  under  consideration,)  that  “you  might 
s well  attempt  to  make  a Dutch  horse,  and  a Yankee  broad-horn 
rork  together,  as  the  inhabitants  on  the  opposite  sides  of  that 
ine  to  amalgamate.’7  Experience,  however,  has  shown  that  such 
ears  were  groundless,  and  such  divisions  wholly  imaginary. 

This  Township  is  six  miles  square — Congress  dividing  their 
iinds  into  Townships  of  that  size,  while  the  Connecticut  Co. 
ivided  theirs  into  towhships  of  five  miles. 

The  first  settler  in  the  township  was  John  Kepler,  who  came 
jrom  Center  county,  Pa.,  and  settled  on  Section  17,  in  the 
all  of  1809.  His  widow  is  now  living  with  her  son,  John  Kep- 
3r,  tn  Coventry.  His  brother,  Andrew,  came  on  in  the  spring 
f 1810,  and  now  lives  on  the  section  on  which  his  brother  John 
I fst  located. 

I Jacob  Coleman,  Jacob  Smith,  and  Col.  Dilman  next  came  into 
he  township.  They  were  all  from  Center  county,  Pa.  John 
lepler  was  accidentally  killed  a few  years  after  he  came  into  the 
|3wnship — Coleman  and  Smith  died  about  15  years  ago,  and 
i filman  20. 

The  first  organization  of  the  township  was  in  1811,  two  year* 
fter  the  organization  of  Stark,  of  which  it  was  then  a part.  It 
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then  embraced  Green,  Lake,  and  all  of  Franklin  lying  east  of  the 
Tuscarawas,  and  Jackson  townships.  The  first  election  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Nathan  Dehaven,  1 J miles  N.  W.  of  Green  town, 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1811.  Abraham  Deliaven,  Jacob  Ilarsh  and 
Joseph  Triplet  were  judges  of  the  election.  Jonathan  Potts  and 
William  Triplet,  (now  of  Coventry,)  clerks.  Peter  Dickerlioof, 
of  what  is  now  Lake  tp. ; Christian  Bolmer,  of  what  is  now  Jack- 
son  tp.;  and  John  Yarrick,  of  what  is  now  Green,  were  elected 
first  trustees.  Samuel  Spittler,  who  resides  in  what  is  now  Lake 
tp.,  was  elected  clerk  ; George  Knoddlc;  Treasurer,  Wm.  Ball, 
who  ifc  now  living  in  Canton,  Assessor  ; and  Simeon  Harsh  and 
John  Kepler,  constables.  Wm.  Triplet  and  Wm.  Ball  are 
believed  to  be  the  only  survivors  of  the  officers  that  day  elected. 

At  the  fall  election,  Oct.  3,  1811,  there  were  sixteen  votes  in 
the  territory  now  comprising  Green,  Lake,  Jackson,  and  all  of 
Franklin  east  of  the  Tuscarawas.  At  the  Presidential  election, 
Oct.  20,  1812,  there  were  nine  votes. 

Peter  Dickerlioof,  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Hi© 
cominission  bore  date  Aug.  21,  1811. 

The  commission  of  John  Wise,  who  was  the  next  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  bore  date  June  16,  1814.  He  resided  in  what  is  now 
Lake  township,  and  died  in  Green  town,  January,  1853. 

Green,  as  it  now  is,  was  organized  April  7,  1815.  At  that 
election  there  were  17  votes  polled.  George  McCormic,  Wm. 
Ball  and  Joshua  Richards,  were  elected  Trustees ; Robert  Law- 
son,  Town.Cleik;  Daniel  Wise,  Treasurer;  David  Hartman  and 
Thomas  Parker,  Constables.  Richards  now  lives  in  Suffield, 
Portage  county  ; Ball,  in  Canton  ; Lawson  and  Wise  are  dead; 
and  Parker  and  Hartman  are  gone  to  parts  unknown. 

The  first  recorded  marriage  in  the  township  was  Abraham  Bair 
to  Elizabeth  Harter,  who  were  married  by  Abraham  Dehaven,  on 
the  31st  of  March,  1812,  though  tradition  shows  that  previous  to 
that  time,  Jacob  Smith,  jr.  was  married  to  Miss  Dixon;  but  of 
which  no  record  was  ever  made.* 
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* Tradition  says  the  marriage  ceremony  of  this  first  couple 
was,  ‘you  bromis’  to  take  te  voman  you  holt  py  te  hant  to  pe  your  * \ 
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Blair  died  soon  after  the  marriage,  and  his  widow  subsequently 
larried  Jehu  Grubb,  and  now  resides  in  Plain  township,  Stark 
aunty.  Smith  is  living  with  his  second  wife  in  Richland  county. 
Greensburgh,  at  which  the  business  of  the  township  is  trans- 
ited, was  laid  out  by  Abraham  Wilhelm  in  the  S.  W.  part  of 
le  N*  E quarter  of  sect  on  27.  It  was  surveyed  out  by  David 
aer,  August  ‘27,  1828,  and  is  now  a thriving  village  of  consid- 
•able  wealth  and  enterprise.  It  lies  considerably  south,  and  a 
ttle  east  of  the  center  of  the  township, 
ji  East  Liberty  is  also  a thriving  village  in  this  township,  laid  out 
| j John  Casteter,  Esq.,  Feb.  15,  1839,  on  the  N.  E quarter  of 

Iection  8 — S.  E.  qu  irter  of  section  8,  and  S.  W.  quarter  of  sec- 
on  9.  The  first  settlement  in  the  township  was  made  by  John 
epler  about  one  mile  S.  of  this  village.  On  section7  and  18  in 
is  township,  and  sections  12  and  13  in  Franklin,  is  Turkey- 
oot  Lake,  about  a mile  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and  varying 
its  width.  At  the  narrowest  point,  directly  on  tho 
le,  it  is  but  little  over  a quarter  of  a mile  in  width,  but  at  both 
ids  is  from  a half,  to  three-fourths  of  a mile  in  width.  It 

(usually  called  Ilex  Pond,  as  George  A Rex  erected  the  first 
ill  in  the  township,  at  its  outlet,  in  1816-17. 

The  State  have  since  taken  possession  of  it  for  a Reservoir, 

I id  by  raising  the  water,  and  retaining  it  for  canal  purposes, 
tve  ruined  the  mill-site. 

As  an  agricultural  township,  Green  stands  with  Springfield 
d Franklin  among  the  best.  Summit  county  seems  naturally 
be  divided  into  three  parts,  which,  when  united,  form  a com- 
ete  whole.  The  north  part  is  a grazing  country — the  south  a 
ain  growing  country — the  center,  lying  on  the  ridge  dividing 
11  e waters  of  the  Lake  from  those  of  the  Ohio  river,  forming  an 
511  cellent  water  power  by  tho  waters  of  the  Cuyahoga,  Tusca- 
was  and  smaller  streams. 

^ The  original  population  of  this  township  was  mostly  of  Ger- 
in  descent,  and  the  cast  and  tone  of  morals,  and  society  still 

J ’e,  and  tat  you  vill  shtick  to  her  through  hell  fire  and  dunder, 
n I bronounce  you  man  and  voman,  by  Cot!” 
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retain  a decidedly  German  character.  Honest,  frugal,  indus-  v 
trious  and  wealthy,  are  characteristics  of  the  inhabitants.  Su-Irte(* 
perstitious  notions  about  “spooks”  were  formerly  somewhat^1 
common,  but  education,  which  is  advancing  rapidly  among  the  i[ 
inhabitants,  is  dispelling  those  notions  of  a former  age,  and  ^ 
creating  an  enlightened  and  intelligent  race.  With  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  the  German,  united  with  the  refinement  of  Anglo-  ' 
Saxon,  a population  is  coming  up  that  will  rank  with  the  bes<5S0C 
“bone,  muscle,  and  mind  of  the  county.”  I ^a(* 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  township  the  low  grounds  were  t0(^ 
noted  for  the  appearance  of  the  “ignis  fatuus,”  or  Will-with-a- eeo 
wisp.  By  the  superstitious  they  were  supposed  to  be  the  spirits  acco 
of  the  Indians,  or  “spooks”  who  had  come  back  to  visit  theiilat 
hunting  grounds.  Previous  to  the  war  of  1812,  Indians  wereiadei 
quite  plenty,  but  as  they  sided  with  the  British  they  had  to  leave  ings 
the  country,  since  which  an  Indian  has  rarely  been  seen  in  the  en t 
town.  Their  principal  location  was  on  the  head  waters  of  the  mbl 
Nimishilla,  on  sections  36  and  25  where  the  remains  of  their  ole  agin 
forts  and  wigwams  are  yet  .<>  be  seen. 

The  N.  W.  quarter  of  section  25,  on  land  purchased  by  Cor-  ^ 
nelius  Johnson,  of  the  U.  S.  in  1813,  and  on  which  he  yet  re-^ 
sides,  appears  to  have  been  a favorite  hunting  ground  of  the  Ini  mes 
dians,  as  arrow  heads,  hatches,  skinning  knives,  and  other  im-  m 
plements,  have  been  found  there  in  great  abundance. 

From  the  numerous  flint  chips  found  on  that  quarter  of  th(  ^ 
section,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  a place  for  manufacturings 
their  stone  hatchets  and  arrow  heads.  Where  they  found  the; iposi 

stone  is  unknown.  f 

j Tlie 


This  spot  seems  to  have  been  selected  on  account  of  its  being 
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light  timbered,  clear  from  underbrush,  and  elevated  a little  above 
the  surrounding  lands.  Scattered  over  this  elevated  plateau,  ace 
were  found  piles  of  stone,  varying  in  size  from  a man’s  fist  to  his  U 
head,  and  arranged  in  heaps  of  from  4 by  6 uet  to  a little  large! 
or  smaller.  idu 

Tradition  assigns  to  them  the  honor  of  holding  the  ashes  of 
some  warrior  or  chief,  but  as  no  bones  or  human  remains  have^ol 
ever  been  found  in  them,  I am  inclined  to  think  them  altars , or 
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ichr  they  sacrificed  to  their  Gods,  and  the  spirits  of  their  de- 
’ted  Braves.  Among  all  the  tribes  sacrifices  were  common  ; 
l from  these  small  and  rude  tumuli  to  the  vast  sacrificial 
and  of  Cholula,  we  can  trace  the  Jewish  Altar — the  tradition 
which  still  lingers  among  these  remnants  of  the  lost  tribes  on 
ich,  in  imitation  of  their  ancient  brethren,  in  the  palmy  days 
Judea,  they  offer  tobacco  to  the  god  of  Peace,  and  a dog  to 
god  of  War* 

tradition  says  that  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Green  attempt- 
to  desecrate  one  of  these  tumuli,  but  after  throwing  down 
ee  or  four  feet  of  it,  and  when  he  was,  as  he  supposed,  about 
iccomplish  his  object,  he  was  seized  with  a supernatural  fear, 

[ abandoned  the  enterprise.  Many  of  the  early  settlers 
aded  the  spirit  of  the  dead  Indian  far  more  than  they  did  the 
ng  spirit  encased  in  flesh  and  bones,  however  well  armed, 
en  the  harmless  Will-o’-the-wisp  caused  the  strong  man  to 
mble,  as  he  paced  his  solitary  way  through  the  forest,  and  his 
igination  painted  it  as  the  spirit  of  the  injured  red  man, 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  that  these  heaps  of  stones  are 
ars,  and  that  the  idea  of  them  is  derived  from  the  ancient 
vish  custom  of  erecting  a pillar  of  a single  stone,  or  a heap  of 
nes,  on  which  to  sacrifice,  to  commemorate  some  remarkable 
mrrence,  I offer  the  following: — At  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of 
Maumee,  near  Wayne’s  battle  ground,  is  a rock,  on  or  near 
ich  the  Indian  Chief  Turkey  Boot  died,  from  wounds  received 
that  battle,  The  Indians  have  carved  a rude  resemblance  of 
Turkey’s  foot  on  that  rock,  and  to  this  day  in  passing  it,  they 
Jijtaosit  on  it  a piece  of  tobacco  as  an  offering  to  the  spirit  of 
1 rkey  Foot,  their  favorite  chief. 

The  Jewish  custom  was  similar,  except  in  the  thing  offered — as 
pears  from  their  records  : — “And  Jacob  took  of  the  stones  of 
it  place  and  put  them  for  his  pillows,  and  lay  down  in  that 
ice  to  sleep.  And  Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
>k  the  stone  that  he  had  put  for  his  pillows,  and  set  it  up  for  a 
lar  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it.  [Gen.  28,  v.  11  and  18. 
“Jacob  took  a stone  and  set  it  up  for  a pillar.  And  Jacob 
d unto  his  brethren,  ‘gather  stones,’  and  they  took  stones , and 
ide  an  heap , and  they  did  eat  there,  upon  the  heap.  Then, 
cob  offered  sacrifice  upon  the  mount.”  [Gen.  31,  v.  45,  46, 
d 64. 
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returned  to  his  native  haunts  to  upbraid  the  pale  faces  for  the 
fraud  and  double  tongues. 

Among  the  celebrate  1 Indians  who  U3ed  this  township  for 
hunting  ground,  was  a chief,  called  by  the  whites  “ Beaver  Hat. 

He  had  a settlement  in  the  south  part  of  the  viilxgo  of  Woostei 
where  the  Biptist  burying  ground  now  is.  His  Indian  name  wi 
Paupellnan,  and  liis  settlement  he  exile  1 “ Apple  Ch xnqueca'ie,  l>$ 
or  apple  orchard.  He  was  a bitter  enemy  of  the  whites,  ant  tin 
when  drunk,  he  wo'uld  take  out  a string  with  13  white  men  fa 
tongues  on  it,  dried,  and  exhibit  them  with  much  pride.  On  w 
day  he  got  out  his  string  of  tongues,  and  begin  to  shake  then!  rcy 
when  George  Harter  took  his  rifle,  and  started  alter  him,  sayirj  fa 
he  would  go  and  kill  a buck.  The  report  of  a rifle  was  soot  fa 
after  heard,  but  he  brought  back  no  game,  nor  was  Beaver  Hai  ipi 
ever  heard  of  more.  | m 

One  of  the  greatest  curiosities  of  the  Towns-hip,  in  the  earl;!  lit] 
settlement,  was  “ Rattle-snake  Spring,”  on  section  25,  firs  4e 
owned  by  John  Yarrick.  It  is  on  the  road  from  Greentown  t fa 
Greensburg.  When  Yarrick  first  purchased  this  land,  this  sprint  fa 
was  a great  resort  for  Rattle  Snakes.  It  issues  from  a crevice  i:j  ^ 
a lime  stone  rock,  overlaid  with  a bold  bank  of  about  20  fee.  j{ 
high.  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  the  snakes  would  resort  to  thij  ?eD 
spring,  and  enter  the  crevice  of  the  rock,  where  they  remains 
through  the  winter.  ^ 

When  the  warmth  of  spriag  revived  them  from  their  tbrpoi  fa 
they  would  emerge  from  their  winter  quarters  to  bask  in  th  fa 
6uu.  At  this  season  they  fed  an  easy  prey  to  the  destroyeij  ^ 
Yarrick  and  his  family  would  kill  hundreds  of  them,  pile  them  o j |fa 
a log  heap,  and  burn  them.  By  this  wholesale  butchery,  thi;  ic| 
enemy  of  God  and  man  was  soon  extirpated,  and  nothing  not 
remains  of  that  “representative  of  the  transgression,”  but  hij 
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This  is  Town  four,  Range  ten,  and  was  purchased  of  the  Con- 
ticut  Lind  Company  by  David  Hudson,  Birdseye  Norton, 
Ithaniel  Norton,  Stephen  Baldwin,  Benjamin  Oviatt,  and  The- 
[>re  Parmele,  for  fifty-two  cents  an  acre.  In  the  original 
vey  it  was  laid  down  as  a swamp  Township,  and  in  order  to 
ke  it  equal  to  the  average  Townships,  there  was  annexed  to 
from  the  equalizing  Townships,  10,000  acres,  which  reduced 
I price  of  the  land  in  thi3  Township  to  about  thirty-four  cents 
acre. 

n the  spring  of  1799,  David  Hudson,  more  familiarly  known 
the  Reserve,  by  the  name  of  Deacon  Hudson,  started  from 
;hen,  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  for  his  new  purchase. 
|s  journey,  w^hich  is  now  performed  with  case  in  thirty-six 
urs,  at  that  time  took  months.  Near  Ceandequot  Bay,  on 
ce  Ontario,  he  overtook  Benjamin  Tappan,  the  owner  of 
7enna,  with  whom  he  subsequently  kept  company.  In  cross- 
* Lake  Ontario  they  overtook  Elias  Harmon,  on  his  way  to 
ntua,  where  he  had  made  a purchase.  They  then  pursued 
ir  journey  in  company,  and  on  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the 
•ids  below  Niagara  Falls,  landed  tlicir  goods,  and  drew  their 
ts  around  the  Falls  by  land.  They  were  detained  above  tho 
I Is  for  several  days,  by  strong  winds  down  the  like,  against 
Kch  they  could  not  make  headway.  The  wind  usually  lulled 
'iy  at  night,  and  by  setting  and  cordelling  during  the  night, 
^y  finally  began  to  make  their  way  toward  their  destined  homo. 

| ong  the  hands  employed  by  Hudson  was  one  who  preferred  to 
;*p  at  night,  and  ho  demurred  to  cordelling,  assigning  as  a 
son,  that  he  was  hired  to  work  day  times,  and  not  nights, 
t.  Hudson,  with  a shrewdness  peculiar  to  himself,  instead  of 
ing  issue  with  him,  at  once  acknowledged  the  justice  of  hU 
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claim,  and  allowed  him  to  rest  at  night  while  the  otneio  were  | riogw 
hard  labor.  When  opposite  Cattaraugus,  the  wind  became  ;i  paired 
strong  that  they  had  to  lie  by  for  several  days.  Deacon  Hudsifossth 
got  an  axe,  and  told  the  stickler  for  reserved  rights  to  go 
chopping  cord  wood.  While  the  rest  of  the  crew  were  recruitin  Sloth, 
he  was  chopping  and  piling  cord  wood,  hundreds  of  miles  from  Be; 
human  habitation.  Stickler  soon  became  convinced  that  a liter 
construction  of  his  contract  had  a hard,  as  well  as  an  easy  op;  n 
ration,  and  he  begged  the  privilege  of  cordelling  nights,  instead, 
of  chopping  and  cording  wood  in  the  Cattaraugus  swamp. 

The  party  at  length  arrived  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Asht 
bula  creek,  where  they  were  driven  on  shore  in  a storm,  and  M-  §{ 
Harmon’s  boat  stove  in.  Hudson  purchased  the  wreck  for  ^ ^ 
and  repaired  it,  and,  with  Mr.  Tappan,  proceeded  up  the  lat.  rdeu, 
Mr  Harmon  left  them  and  proceeded  by  land  to  Mantua, 
the  8th  of  June  they  arrived  at  Cleveland,  then  occupied  by  | ^ tha 
population  of  one  family,  Lorenzo  Carter,  from  Rutland,  \ ienigh 
He  had  a fine  crop  of  wheat  on  the  present  site  of  the  city ; a.i  vcalh 
the  crop  was  worth  more  than  the  land  on  which  it  grew. 

They  proceeded  up  the  Cuyahoga,  until  they  supposed  th 
were  in  the  latitude  of  Hudson,  when  they  landed  at  the  mou 
of  Brandywine  creek,  in  what  is  now  Boston;  and  after  a sear1  tine c 
of  six  days,  discovered  the  southern  line  of  Hudson.  Mr.  Hufithe 
6on  immediately  moved  his  effects  to  the  south-west  corner 
his  township,  where  he  erected  a bark  shantee ; the  first  hoi!%c 
built  by  a white  man  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Hudson  now  commenced  putting  in  a field  of  wheat,  a 
on  the  25th  of  July  he  begun  the  survey  of  his  township,  wlii  ®| 
he  completed  on  the  10th  of  October;  and  on  the  11th,  with  1 ®uel, 
son,  Ira,  then  only  eleven  years  old,  he  left  his  new  settlenu 
to  return  to  Goshen  for  his  family.  He  took  the  old  wreck  tl 
he  bought  of  Harmon,  and  in  this  frail  bark  started  down  tl^  I 
lake.  Having  arrived  safely  at  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  IN  - r 
Hudson  left  his  little  son,  and  proceeded  alone  to  Goshen,  where 
found  his  family  well,  and  immediately  prepared  to  remove  tin 
— and  in  February,  1800,  left  Goshen  for  his  wilderness  lion 
They  remained  at  Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  until  sprii 
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re  iring  which  time  he  purchased  four  boats,  and  thoroughly 
16  Paired  the  old  one,  which  was  now  about  to  make  its  third  trip 
ids  j-oss  the  Lakes.  On  the  24th  day  of  April,  1800,  they  started 
50  the  Mohawk,  in  their  open  boats;  the  fleet  consisting  of 
til  Sloth,”  Capt.  D.  Hudson,  “ Lion,”  Cant.  Joe!  Gaylord, 
on  leaver,”  Capt.  Samuel  Bishop,  “ Loon,''  Capt.  Joseph  Dnrrow, 
iei  Duck,”  Capt.  W.  McKinley.  Reuben  Bishop,  then  in  his  13th 
Hr,  was  steersman  on  the  “Duck.”  From  the  M awk,  they 
hsed  down  Wood  Creek  to  Oneida  Lake,  through  the  Lake  to 
jsvego  river,  down  that  river  to  Lake  Ontario,  up  the  lake  to 
shi  I,  “ Falls,”  round  which  they  carried  their  fleet  on  wagons. 
11  thing  material  occurred  until  they  reached  the  mouth  of  the 
’ i lyahoga.  This  river,  now  forming  a harbor  for  ships  of  every 
lal  rden,  was  then  so  shallow  that  in  attempting  to  enter  the 
( uth  of  it,  Mr.  Hudson’s  boat  grounded,  and  but  for  a heavy 
by  ve  that  bore  him  over,  his  boat  must  have  been  wrecked. 
Jle  night  after  they  entered  the  river,  they  arrived  at  what  is 
: a w called  the  Pinery,  in  Northfield,  where  they  landed  and 
lamped.  During  the  night  a tremendous  rain  raised  the  river 
tl  |as  to  overflow  their  camp,  and  completely  drown  them  out. 
hoi  3n  the  28th  of  May  they  reached  their  landing  place  at  Bran- 
eaJ  wine  creek,  where  they  made  some  wooden  sleds,  on  which  to 
g,  iw  their  things  up  to  Hudson. 

er  jElijah  Noble,  Luman  Bishop,  David  Bishop  and  Joseph  G. 
jjo,  shop,  drove  the  cattle  and  hogs  by  land  through  the  wilderness, 
i arrived  about  the  time  of  the  fleet.  When  collected  for 
a blic  Thanksgiving,  as  was  done  soon  after  they  arrived,  the 
],j  npany  consisted  of  David  Hudson,  his  wife  and  six  children — 
:[muel,  Ira,  William  N.,  Milo  D.,  Timothy  and  Abigail  L.  ; Joel 
^ ylord,  Heman  Oviatt,  Samuel  Bishop,  Joseph  Darrow,  George 
( i,rrow,  Wm.  McKinley,  Allen  Gaylord,  Derick  Stafford,  Gordon 
. andall,  Dr.  Moses  Thompson,  Reuben  P.  Barass,  Reuben  Bish- 
1 1,  Mrs.  Samuel  Bishop,  Miss  Ruth  Gaylord,  (who  received  as  a 
flinty  40  acres  of  land,)  Mrs.  Noble  and  an  infant  son. 

^ [Heman  Oviatt  located  his  land  a mile  south  of  the  centre,  and 
i and  J oel  Gaylord  raised  a shantee  on  the  bank  of  the  creek 
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ith  of  the  center,  and  put  in  four  acres  of  spring  wheat* 
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Dea.  Hudson  and  Dishop  each  put  up  a house  that  summer,  and 
in  the  fall  Oviatt,  Gaylord,  and  some  others,  started  for  the 
families  in  Connecticut. 

On  the  4th  of  July  they  celebrated  our  National  Independence,11 
Dea.  Hudson  delivering  the  oration;  after  which  all  the  inhabit**3^1 
ants  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  sat  down  to 
iumptous  repast  placed  on  a table  made  of  bark  spread  on  polcaW 
tying  in  crotchcd  sticks  set  up  in  the  ground.  This  table  wa<‘ 
set  on  the  public  square,  a few  rods  south  of  where  Baldwin  IF 
store,  occupied  by  John  Buss,  now  stands,  and  was  surrounded 
by  43  persons —men,  'women  and  children. 

The  nearest  mill,  at  this  time,  was  at  Newburgh,  where  one 
had  been  erected  in  the  spring  of  1790,  to  which  they  had  to  gc 
for  all  their  grinding,  through  the  wilderness;  there  were,  how- 
ever, but  two  mud-holes,  and  these  were  separated  by  Tinker's 
Creek. 

At  this  time  the  Indians  were  plenty  in  and  around  Hudson. 
Among  others  was  a celebrated  Ottawa  chief,  named  Ogontz. 

He  had  been  educated  by  the  French  missionaries,  at  Quebec, 1 
for  a Catholic  Priest,  but  no  sooner  were  the  restraints  of  civili-  * 
saticn  removed,  than  lie  exclaimed  with  another  of  his  race — ^ 

“ I hate  these  antiquated  halls; 

I hate  the  Grecian  i o:t’s  song”;  f] 

and  left  for  the  freedom  of  his  forest  home.  He  lived  on  whatsit 
is  no  v the  site  of  Sandusky  City,  and  a fort,  called  Fort  Indus- 
try,  was  located  on  his  territory,  whore  the  treaty  of  1805  wai  H*1 
concluded,  by  which  the  Indians  ceded  all  their  lands,  in  the  ^ 
Connecticut  Reserve,  west  of  the  Cuayhoga.  Ogontz  was  brave,  ^ 
talented,  and  well  educated,  but,  like  his  race,  wild  and  intract- 
able. At  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  in  Hudson,  lie  had  nc  l111 
power  other  than  what  his  talents  and  education  give  him 
Comi.ig  along  one  dry,  near  dusk,  on  horseback,  he  inquired  ol  !■ 
C;pt. ’Human  Oviatt  the  path  to  Polity's  camp,  Capt.  Oviatt  Stl 
walked  aid  g nto  ti  e woedsto  sl  ew  him,  when  Ogontz  ordered*'11 
him  to  go  further ; but  the  captain  was  the  wrong  man  to  orded  P 
—the  more  lie  was  ordered  the  more  he  wouldn't.  Ogontz  dreu  1 
up  liis  rifle  to  shoot  him,  when  the  Capt.  sprung,  and  seizing  hi*  ‘ - 
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, wrenched  it  from  him,  and  then  ordered  Ogontz  to  “ right 
it!”  The  haughty  Indian,  knowing  whom  he  had  to  deal 
obeyed  orders  like  a drill  sergeant,  and  the  Captain  drove 
back  to  Hudson,  where,  after  discharging  his  rifle,  and 
ng  from  him  his  ammunition,  he  discharged  him,  in  no  very 
sant  humor. 

gontz  would  furnish  materials  for  a romance.  In  1808,  tho 
Ilians,  holding  a grand  powwow,  became  greatly  excited  by 
■iskey.  Ogontz,  almost  alone,  remained  sober.  In  the  frenzy 
Ijntoxicatufh,  the  chief  of  the  tribe  struck  Ogoniz,  who  im- 
liliatelv  laid  the  head  of  the  chief  open  with  Ills  tomahawk, 
him  dead  at  his  feet. 

E»n  the  following  day  the  Indians  held  a council,  in  which 
K>ntz  was  acquitted,  and  made  chief  instead  of  the  one  he  had 

■ d.  Ogontz,  having  no  children,  adopted  the  only  son  of  tho 
■eased  chief,  and  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a father  reared 
l;i  to  manhood — but  no  sooner  had  the  lad  arrived  at  the  age 

■ scribed  for  a warrior,  than,  witli  the  retaliating  spirit  cf  the 
lfigc,  he  shot  his  benefactor,  and  avenged  the  blood  cf  hie 
fcjier. 


■file  little  colony  that  remained  after  Ilcman  Oviatt  and  others 

(for  Connecticut,  in  the  fall  of  1801,  wintered  through  with- 
any  remarkable  occurrence,  until  the  22d  of  March,  1802, 
n it  received  an  accession  cf  not  only  these  who  left,  but  of 
r families  also.  They  left  Goshen  on  the  17th  of  January, 
|2,  and  came  by  the  usual  route  of  Bloomfield,  Lake  Ontario, 
j Brie.  On  tlm  11th  of  June,  1802,  it  received  a still  further 
ess:on  by  the  arrival  of  John  Oviatt,  Ames  Lusk,  Eloida 
dley,  William  Loughton  and  Aaron  Norton,  with  their  fain- 
s,  most  of  whom  settled  in  the  north  west  quarter  of  tho 
nship,  where  they  erected  houses,  with  roofs  sloping  cue  way 
y.  Tho  roofs  were  covered  with  bark,  and  the  floors  wero 
structcd  of  the  same  material,  and  as  often  as  they  needed 
filing  wire  renjwcd  instead  of  scrubbed, 
hi  tho  4 tli  ot  Sept.  1802,  the  first  Chuich,  ccnsist'ng  of  13 
jnbers,  was  organized  by  tho  Lev.  Mr.  Badger,  trim  Bland- 
tl,  Mass.  lie  vr~8  tho  first  mistijLary  on  the  Reserve,  and 
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the  first  preacher  in  Hudson.  The  meeting  for  the  organizati 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hudson,  nearly  opposite  win 
Judge  Humphrey  now  lives,  and  a few  rods  north  of  David  IIur;j 
house.  Five  of  that  church  yet  survive  , eight  lie  in  the  Huds 
cemetery. 

Mr.  Badger  came  out  and  examined  his  field  of  labor  in  1S( 
and  so  well  pleased  was  he  with  the  prospect,  that  he  rcturm 
resigned  his  charge  in  Blandford,  where  he  had  labored  fourte 
years,  and  removed  his  family  to  the  almost  trackless  wild' 
ness.  His  was  the  first  wagon  that  ever  passed  fr^m  Buffalo 
to  the  Western  Reserve  by  land. 

He  divided  his  labors  between  the  whites  of  the  Reserve 
the  Indians  of  Sandusky  and  Maumee.  He  was  not  only 
preacher  of  peace,  but  a man  of  war.  He  was  in  Harrisoi 
army  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  at  the  seige  of  Fort  Meij  ^ 
in  1812.  In  1835,  this  missionary  Boone,  tired  of  increasi 
civilization,  removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
1846. 

A few  anecdotes  of  the  early  settlers  will  not  be  inappropri* 
to  illustrate  the  hardships  they  had  to  endure — the  character 
the  inhabitants,  and  show,  by  contrast,  the  present  state  of  t 
town  to  better  advantage. 

Soon  after  John  Oviatt  arrived,  his  wife  went  to  the  house 
Heman  Oviatt,  who  lived  where  Justin  Kilbourn  now  resides,  a 
on  her  way  home  stopped  at  the  house  of  Elijah  Noble,  whe 
Rev.  Mr.  Pitkin  now  lives.  On  leaving  there  she  had  two  mi' 
to  go  without  a house,  and  no  road  but  blazed  trees.  M: 
Heman  Oviatt,  on  her  leaving  there,  had  given  her  several  piec 
of  dried  venison,  which  she  was  carrying  home.  Soon  afl 
leaving  Mr.  Noble’s,  a pack  of  wolves,  attracted  by  the  smell 
the  meat,  set  off  in  full  chase  after  her.  She  commenced  runni 
and  hallooing  as  loud  as  possible,  and  when  the  pack  came 
with  her,  she  threw  a piece  of  meat  to  them,  and  while  they  we 
fighting  over  that,  she  made  good  her  headway.  In  this  mann 
she  made  good  her  retreat,  until  she  came  so  near  home  that  h 
husband  heard  her.  Seizing  his  gun  and  a brand  of  fire,  he  r 
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[ met  her,  just  as  her  meat  was  all  dealt  out,  and  she  was  so 
ousted  that  she  was  falling.  He  gave  her  pursuers  one  shot, 
which  they  left. 

it  this  time  the  Courts  were  held  in  Warren.  At  one  term, 

. Oviatt  was  summoned  there  as  a juryman,  and  his  wife,  with 
eral  small  children,  was  left  alone.  While  he  was  absent,  two 
lians  came  to  the  house  and  wanted  to  stay  all  night.  They 
l some  whiskey  with  them,  and  were  considerably  intoxicated, 
s.  Oviatt  refused  to  allow  them  to  stay,  but  on  their  begging 
•d,  she  consented,  on  condition  they  would  give  up  their  guns, 
aahawks  and  knives.  They  gave  them  up,  and  she  put  them 
lind  the  bed.  There  was  with  her,  at  the  time,  on  a visit, 
s.  Lindley  and  Miss  Polly  Kellogg.  As  it  drew  near  night, 
s.  Lindley  had  to  go  home,  but  sent  Luman  Bishop,  then  a 
ing  man,  to  stay  with  them.  This  enraged  the  oldest  of  the 
lians,  as  he  knew  he  came  to  watch  him.  Mrs.  Oviatt’s  little 
1,  about  two  years  old,  was  crying  to  have  his  mother  take 
n,  when  the  old  Indian  seized  him  by  the  heels,  and  swung 
over  his  shoulders  to  dash  his  brains  out  against  the  chimney, 
s.  Oviatt  caught  the  child  and  took  it  away  from  him,  and 
ve  him  to  her  little  daughter  Sophronia,  (now  Mrs.  Daniel  CL 
■ylord,)  then  about  eight  years  old.  The  Indian  then  went  out 
lere  a son  of  Mrs.  Oviatt  was  chopping  wood,  took  the  ax  from 
n,  and  was  going  to  kill  him.  She,  mistrusting  his  object,  had 
lowed  him,  and  took  the  ax  from  him  and  hid  it. 

She  had  a large  kettle  over  the  fire  with  boiling  water.  She 
)k  it  off,  and  carried  it  out  doors ; saying  to  the  Indians,  “ see 
w stout  I am  ! I can  handle  half  a dozen  just  such  Indians  as 
u are,  and  I will  tie  you  if  you  don’t  behave  yourself!”  Mrs. 
iatt  soon  after  went  up  into  the  loft  to  put  her  children  to  bed ; 
tving  Mr.  Bishop  and  Miss  Kellogg  sitting  on  a chest.  While 
e was  gone,  the  Indian  got  the  gun,  and  snapped  it  at  them. 
ps. Oviatt  hearing  the  noise,  called  out,  “who  has  got  that 
n?  Put  it  up  quick,  or  I’ll  be  down  among  you!”  The  In- 
xn,  before  this,  having  learned  her  turn  of  mind,  to  govern  her 
n house,  put  it  back,  and  was  just  coming  from  it  as  she  came 
wn. 
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Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Gaylord,  to  whom  I am  happy  to  acknowle<*| 
my  indebtedness  for  most  of  my  information  in  regard  to 
settlement  in  1802,  who  was  then  a child  of  eight  years — sa 
“ I covered  up  the  little  ones,  as  my  mother  had  left  me  to 
and  then — being  possessed  of  the  curiosity  of  my  sex — I era1 
down  on  the  floor  to  peep  through  the  crack,  as  there  was 
about  two  inches  wide.  The  old  Indian  would  run  up  to  the  fi 
and  sticking  his  hands  under  the  forestick,  would  take  up 
ooals  and  rub  and  roll  them  in  his  hands,  and  then  give  the 
whoop. 

“ He  would  then  show  her  how  he  would  scalp  her,  and  hi 
her  scalp  on  a pole.  She  told  him  to  behave  himself  or 
would  tie  him.  She  would  not  have  such  works  any  long 
She  told  my  oldest  sister  to  go  to  the  loft  and  get  a rope. 

Bishop  was  afraid  she  would  get  into  worse  trouble,  and  did  ij  ^ 
want  her  to  tie  him  ; but  she  did.  The  rope  being  rather  st 
he  twisted  his  hands  round  till  he  got  them  loose.  She  th 
sent  my  sister  for  a head  of  flax,  from  which  she  twisted  a stria 
and  tied  him  with  that.  He  then  began  to  dance  around 
room,  and  whoop,  when  she  tied  his  feet  and  made  him  sit  dov 
He  still  continued  yelling,  when  she  took  a large  potato, 
crammed  it  into  his  mouth.  The  little  Indian,  who  had  be 
very  quiet,  scolded  the  old  Indian  for  being  so  ugly.  At  lenj 
he  gave  up,  and  agreed  to  be  quiet  if  she  would  untie  him.  £ 
did  so,  and  he  lay  down.  After  a while  the  others  lay  down,  a 
in  a little  time  the  Indiau  went  to  the  bed  where  my  mother  a 
Miss  Kellogg  were,  and  says  to  my  mother,  “ haw  weechee”  whi1* 
means  “ here,  friend.”  My  mother  asked  what  he  wanted, 
pointed  to  Miss  Kellogg,  saying,  “ cawen  nishishen  squaw 1 
meaning,  no  good  squaw — send  her  to  her  wigwam?  Motl, 
told  him  to  go  back  and  lie  down,  which  he  did.  Soon  after 
told  her  if  she  would  give  him  his  gun  and  tomahawk  he  wov 
go  away.  She  consented  to  do  so ; but  instead  of  leaving 
sat  down  and  primed  his  gun,  when  mother  took  him  by  tli  if 
shoulder,  and  pushed  him  to  the  door,  and  made  him  fire  off  1 h 
gun.  She  then  took  it  from  him,  but  he  would  not  give  up  l 
tomahawk. 


nee 

(801 

mo 

w 

lei 


'till 


lot 


HUDSON. 


n 


She  made  him  again  lie  down  by  the  fire,  but  he  soon  after 
tme  to  the  bed,  and  says,  two  or  three  times,  “ haw  wechee,” — 
fat  mother  made  him  no  answer.  Thinking  she  was  asleep,  he 
' used  his  tomahawk  and  reached  over  to  strike  Miss  Kellogg, 
ut  being  top  heavy  with  whiskey  he  lost  his  balance,  and  fell 
in  whole  length  across  the  bed.  They  all  sprung  up,  and  he 
gain  promised,  if  mother  would  let  him  have  his  gun  he  would 
o away.  As  it  was  then  near  day  she  gave  it  to  him,  and  he 
>ok  it,  with  a brand  of  fire,  and  left.  They  built  a fire  a few 
Dds  from  the  house,  and  lay  down  by  it  until  day-light.  In  the 
lorning  mother  went  to  the. yard  to  feed  the  cattle,  and  while 
here,  they  fired  into  the  yard  and  killed  two  chickens,  which 
ley  cooked  and  eat,  and  then  left.” 

In  the  fall  of  1802,  Gov.  Huntington  started  for  Washington,  on 
public  business,  and  being  in  great  haste,  rode  with  all  the  expe- 
ition  he  could.  The  only  mode  of  travel  was  on  horseback,  and 
ae  only  roads  were  Indian  trails.  He  left  Tinker’s  Creek,  in 
hyahoga  county,  about  dusk,  and  had  then  to  make  ten  miles 
efore  he  came  to  a house,  which  was  Col.  Oviatt’s  in  Hudson. 
>oon  after  he  left  the  Creek  a pack  of  wolves  got  after  him  and 
ame  so  close  to  him  as  to  snap  at  his  feet.  He  beat  them  off 
rith  the  but  of  his  whip  till  that  was  worn  out,  and  then  took  an 
mbrella,  he  had  mailed  on  behind,  and  beat  them  with  that,  till 
hat  was  literally  in  shreds.  About  nine  or  ten  o’clock  at  night 
e arrived  at  Hudson,  himself  and  horse  exhausted,  and  the 
hase  ended. 

Elijah  Noble,  who  came  on  in  1800,  had  in  the  mean  time  mo-, 
ed  near  the  west  line  of  township.  Being  at  Colonel  John  Ovi- 
tt’s  one  day,  he  left  for  home.  He  had  not  been  absent  but  a 
ew  moments  when  Colonel  Oviatt  heard  him  scream.  The  set- 
lers  were  all  minute  men,  and  always  ready  for  action.  Oviatt 
eized  his  gun  and  ax,  and  started  in  pursuit.  He  soon  came 
p with  Noble,  whom  he  found  in  the  fraternal  embrace  of  an  old 
ear  who  had  showmier  attachment  in  so  pressing  a manner  that 
loble  could  not  speak.  Oviatt  fired,  which  partially  stunned  the 
ear,  when  he  plied  his  ax  about  her  head  till  she  released  her 
old  on  Noble.  Noble  got  his  liberty,  and  Oviatt  got  the  bear, 
nd  a cub,  for  whose  special  use  Noble  was  intended. 
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David  Hudson  the  founder  of  this  interesting  settlement,  w -• 
born  in  Brandford,  Connecticut,  February  17,  1770,  and  wasl^1 
descendant  of  Hendric  Hudson  the  navigator  of  “ merrie  memlcto1 
rie.”  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  youngest  son,  for  six  gel mi 
erations — each  bearing  the  name  of  David.  In  Deacon  Hudsi  ^ 
the  chain  was  broken — his  youngest  son  dying  without  ama  ^ia 
heir.  ! ¥ ■ 

Of  the  company  that  came  in  1800,  ten  only  survive.  B PJ 
son  Wm.  N.,  lives  in  Meigs  County,  Ohio  ; Timothy,  in  Wisconsin 
and  his  daughter  Abigail,  L.,  in  Hudson ; George  Darrow,  Aur< 
Hudson;  Dr.  Moses  Thompson,  in  Hudson;  Jos.  S.  Bishop,  ^ 
Hudson;  Heman  Oviatt,  in  Richfield  ; Joseph  Darrow,  in  StoTV^i 
David  Bishop,  in  Charlestown,  and  Allen  Gaylord,  inNewburgHl. 

The  first  house  erected  in  the  town,  was  in  the  South-We  aeon 
corner,  near  Francis  Flanigan’s.  It  was  fourteen  feet  squarH^ 
and  Thadeus  Lacey  and  wife  lived  in  it  in  the  winter  of  1799, 180  ® D 
In  the  fall  of  1799  another  was  put  up  on  Lot  §6 — nearly  oner's 
posite  Judge  Humphrey’s.  In  this  house  a Mr.  Kellogg  ai!DSh 
wife  spent  the  the  winter,  and  till  Mr.  Hudson  and  family  arri 
ed  in  June,  1800.  In  this  house  the  first  church  was  organize 
in  September,  1802,  and  continued  to  be  the  place  of  holdir 
meetings  till  November  3,  1802,  when  it  was  burnt  down,  wit!w‘ 
its  contents  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries,  which  could  not  1!  A 
procured  in  the  new  settlement.  -ilei 

The  first  frame  building  in  the  town  was  a barn,  built  by  Dei  lril5 
Hudson,  on  Lot  55,  opposite  to  the  house  that  was  burnt.  It 1 A® 
now  standing,  a few  rods  north  of  Judge  Humphrey’s.  It  is  no  The 
owned  by  Harvey  Baldwin,  and  has  on  it  the  same  black  walmi  gbt y 
siding  that  was  put  on  it  in  1802,  and  bids  fair  to  stand  as  a m April 
mento  of  the  past  till  the  next  semi-centenial  anniversary.  1 icers 
1806,  Deacon  Hudson  built  his  frame  house  on  the  North-Ea<  tilt, 
corner  of  Lot  55,  where  Harvey  Baldwin  now  lives.  It  is  tl  ken 
oldest  house,  probably,  in  the  county  and  is  still  one  of  the  bei  i;  ] 
The  first  school  was  taught  by  George  Pease,  in  the  fall  am  1 
winter  of  1801.  The  school  house  stood  on  the  South-West  co:  up, 
ner  of  Lot  56,  near  the  centre  of  what  was  then  the  public  squan  lify 
Mr.  Pease  was  a prominent  man,  combining  in  himself  til  \[\ 
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ic  ce  of  Teacher  and  Town  Clerk,  being  the  second  person  who 
id  the  office  in  the  township.  He  was  born  in  Enfield,  Con- 
ticut  in  1776,  came  to  Hudson  in  the  spring  of  1801 — was 
amissary  in  Gen.  Harrison’s  army — Postmaster  at  Sandusky, 
111  in  1818  went  south  where  he  died.  The  next  school  taught 
is  in  the  same  house  by  Miss  Patty  Filer,  a sister  of  Mrs. 
Ige  Norton.  She,  too,  is  dead.  The  next  school  was  in  the 
rth-West  corner  of  the  town,  near  John  Oviatt’s,  and  was 
ight  by  Miss  Amy  Cannon,  now  the  widow  of  Deacon  Spencer, 
Aurora. 

'he  first  marriage  was  George  Darrow  to  Olive  Gaylord. — 
lis  was  solemnized  by  Deacon  Hudson  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1)1.  It  was  intended  to  be  a private  wedding,  as  it  was 

rcon  Hudson’s  first  effort,  but  he  communicated  the  secret  to 
wife,  and  she,  unbeknown  to  him,  had  spread  the  news. — 
Jje  Deacon,  to  prevent  suspicion,  took  a by-way  to  the  bride’s 
(Iher’s,  but  on  arriving  there  found  assembled  every  person  in  the 
I rnship. 

The  first  birth  in  the  bounds  of  what  is  now  Hudson,  was  Anner 
jiy  Hudson,  a daughter  of  Deacon  Hudson,  who  was  born  in 
Phe  North-Western  Territory,”  October  28,  1800.  She  is  now 
wife  of  Harvey  Baldwin.  The  first  male  born  was  Harry 
|ach,  in  November,  1801.  This,  too,  was  in  the  “ North-West- 
l Territory” — Hudson  not  being  organized  as  a Township  until 
Iril  6,  1802,  when  it  embraced  Stow,  Mantua,  Streetsborough, 
ston  and  Northampton. 

The  first  death  was  Ira  Noble,  a son  of  Elijah  Noble,  about 
;ht  years  old,  who  died  with  the  croup,  in  August,  1800. 

April  5,  1802,  the  township  was  organized  by  the  election  of 
cers.  There  were  fifteen  votes  cast.  Of  the  voters  Heman 
iat,  George  Darrow,  Joseph  Darrow  and  Moses  Thompson, 
ne  survive.  At  the  election  David  Hudson  was  chosen  Chair- 
n ; Thadeus  Lacy,  Town  Clerk ; Heman  Oviatt,  first  Trustee 
I Manager ; Ebenezer  Sheldon,  second  Trustee  ; Elias  Har- 
n Poor-Master;  Aaron  Norton  Fence-Viewer;  Rufus  Ed- 
rds,  Constable.  Of  these  Heman  Oviatt  alone  remains, 
m the  town  record  is  the  following  entry  : “ Town  of  Hudson  i 
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New  Connecticut  purchase,  June  4,  1800;  then  laid  outigjjti 
y8  proprietors  for  ye  Town  aforesaid,  for  ye  use  of  said  Toweh  (j 
a public  green  10  acres  of  land,”  &c. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  Hudson  was  a frontier  town.  Gently 
Wadsworth  lay  on  the  Cuyahoga  with  an  army  to  protect  j ^ 
Bettlers.  Geo.  Darrow  was  then  Major  of  a Battalion  of  mill 
embracing  all  the  west  part  of  what  are  now  Portage  and  Si 
init.  Of  one  of  these  companies  Colonel  Rial  McArthur  was  C.  g| 
toin.  Immediately  after  Hull’s  surrender,  Major  Darrow,  ti, 
his  Battalion,  was  ordered  to  Cleveland,  and  from  there  to 
Portage,  to  reinforce  General  Wadsworth.  He  was  then  orde 
to  open  a road  to  Camp  Huron,  but  before  he  had  cornpletec,  ,|ta{ 
he  heard  of  the  battle  with  the  Indians  on  “ the  Peninsula,’ 
he  forced  his  way  directly  to  Camp  Huron  to  reinforce  that  g ^ 
rison.  From  there  he  was  ordered  to  Fort  Stevenson,  of  wh,  ^ 
he  had  command  until  the  defeat  of  Winchester,  when  he  y 
ordered  to  the  Maumee,  where  he  assisted  in  building  Fort  Mei, 
Campbell’s  company  from  Ravenna,  and  Darrow’s  battalion  frA^ 
the  west  part  of  the  county  took  nearly  all  the  men  capable 
bearing  arms.  So  reduced  were  they  that  a draft,  en  masse , ’ 
ing  made  a company  in  Mantua  numbered  one  Captain,  t 
Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  two  Sergeants,  and  five  Privates. 
Sept.  1821,  the  Directors  of  the  Portage  Missionary  Society, 
their  annual  Report,  brought  to  view  the  destitute  condition 
the  churches  in  the  bounds  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  Ministej 
Rev.  Kiali,  Bailey  of  New  Castle,  Maine,  on  reading  the  Rep 
was  induced  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  and  m 
the  importance  of  a united  effort  by  the  ministers  in  this  regi 
to  establish  an  Institution  for  the  purpose  of  educating  pi< 
young  men  who  might  become  pastors  of  these  destitute  church 

In  January  1802  this  communication  was  laid  before  a meeti1  ^ 
of  ministers  of  Grand  River,  and  Portage  Presbyteries,  who  | 
solved  to  bring  the  subject  before  their  churches  and  Presbyl  ^ 
ries  which  met  at  Warren  on  the  80th  of  April,  following,  and 
commended  the  establishment  of  a Theological  Institution  on  if  ^ 
foundation  of  the  Erie  Literary  Society  at  Burton — on  certij  ^ 
conditions : which  were  acceded  to  by  the  Erie  Literary  Socie 
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ie  school,  in  the  character  of  an  Academy,  was  started,  but  in 
23  the  Managers  became  convinced  that  an  institution,  such  as 
ey  wanted,  could  not  be  built  up  at  Burton,  and  requested  the 
ustees  of  the  Erie  Literary  Society  to  remove  the  establish- 
bnt,  but  they  refused.  The  managers  then  applied  to  the 
lesbyteries  of  Portage,  Grand  River,  and  Huron,  to  appoint 
jar  commissioners  to  consult  with  the  Managers.  These  Com- 
Issioners  and  Managers  met  at  Aurora  on  the  second  of  June, 
!24,  when  it  was  decided  that  is  was  inexpedient  longer  to  con- 
iue  the  connexion  formed  by  the  Presbyteries  and  the  Trustees 
the  Erie  Literary  Society  ; that  it  was  expedient  to  make  trial  to 
tablish  a separate  Institution,  and  that  the  Presbyteries  of 
triage,  Grand  River,  and  Huron  appoint  four  Commissioners, 
o laymen,  and  two  Clergyman,  to  locate  the  Institution;  that 
3y  should  meet  at  Hudson  on  the  22d  of  September,  1824,  to 
ake  their  Report. 

IThe  Commissioners  met  on  that  day,  and  located  the  contem- 
% jited  Institution  at  Hudson.  The  first  Board  of  Trustees  met  at 
ni  jidson  on  the  15th  of  February,  1825,  organized,  and  at  the  ses- 
M )n  of  the  Legislature  of  1825-6,  procured  a charter,  and  the 
|estern  Reserve  College  had  a local  habitation  and  a name. 
i,  |An  incident  illustrating  Indian  character  for  honesty  is  given 
s,  a letter  since  the  publication  of  Historical  Riminiscences  of 
etj,  idson. 

io«  'Mrs.  Lindley,  who  was  with  Mrs.  Oviatt  at  the  time  of  the 
ist  higgle  with  the  indians,  is  still  alive,  and  relates  the  following: 
Kef  I know  the  father  of  the  two  Indians  that  were  at  Mrs.  Oviatt’e 
dl  s name  was  Pontecacawaugh.  George  Wilson,  (the  man  who 
:ep  is  afterwards  killed,  at  Muddy  brook,  in  Stow,  by  Jonathan 
pii  illiams,)  a friend  of  old  Pontecacawaugh,  called  at  Mrs.  Ovi- 
irci  it’s,  aud  she  related  the  circumstances  to  him.  Wilson  ex- 
ieel  essed  great  grief,  and  went  to  Pontecacawaugh  with  the  state- 
lio  Jnt.  Pontecacawaugh  and  Wilson  soon  returned,  and  the  father, 
•sbj  ter  hearing  Mrs.  Oviatt’s  statement  of  his  son’s  conduct,  expres- 
ind  i great  sorrow  that  his  boys  should  do  so  bad  ; and  said  they 
oq  ould  pay  all  damages  for  any  loss  of  property,  and  requested 
:cii  rs.  Oviatt  to  draw  an  order  on  the  boys  for  the  damage, 
ocfo 1 
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This  she  agreed  to,  if  he  would  tell  her  what  to  write.  He  a< 
cordingly  dictated  and  she  wrote  as  follows  : 

“ Ponteoacawaugh’s  boys  kill  hen  two  ; pay  coon  skin  two 
four  days.  PONTECAWAUGH,  x his  mark. 

GEORGE  WILSON',  X his  mark.” 
Within  four  days  the  coon  skins  were  paid  on  the  order. 

How  much  more  is  this  in  the  spirit  of  Christianity  than  tl 
manner  the  whites  have  fulfilled  their  engagements  to  the  Indian 
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'his  is  not  a township,  but  an  election  district,  formed  like 
ahoga  Falls,  from  the  corners  of  four  townships — Tallmadge, 
ingfield,  Coventry  and  Portage.  It  lies  in  a beautiful  valley, 
both  sides  of  the  Little  Cuyahoga,  and  was,  about  1826-7  one 
he  most  thriving  villages  on  the  Reserve. 

’he  founder  of  this  village  was  Captain  Joseph  Hart.  He  was 
in  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  and  was  bred  a sailor.  lie 
owed  a sea-faring  life,  sailing  from  the  port  of  New  Haven, 
il  he  became  captain  of  a ship.  In  1799,  he  was  captured 
a French  cruiser,  and  with  his  ship  and  crew  taken  to  France, 
his  return  he  quit  the  Ocean,  and  in  1804  removed  to  Ohio, 
,ling,  at  first,  in  Atwater,  Portage  county.  In  1807,  he  pur- 
sed 64  acres  of  land,  including  the  site  now  occupied  by  this 
age,  and  removed  on  to  it,  and  commenced  erecting  a mill. — 
soon  after  sold  the  one-half  of  his  purchase  to  Aaron  Nor- 
, and  tlicy  erected  the  mill  in  company  ; but  scarcely  had 
y got  it  completed  when  Hart  died,  leaving  an  only  son, 
liam  J.  Hart,  now  residing  near  Akron,  who  subsequently 
out  the  village  ; and  a daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Roswell 
it.  William  J.  Hart  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in  Connecti- 
1794 — Mrs.  Kent  in  Middlebury,  being  the  first  white 
d born  there.  In  the  Spring  of  1808,  Aaron  Norton,  who 
elected  Judge  ok  the  organization  of  Portage  county,  that 
r,  removed  from  Northampton,  where  he  had  previously  crect- 
i mill,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Thomas  J.  French,  and  in 
pany  with  Joseph  Hart  laid  the  foundation  of  Middlebury  by 
jhing  the  erection  of  the  grist  mill  where  the  large  stone-war© 
ory  now  stands  just  above  the  lower  bridge,  which  Joseph 
*t  had  commenced  the  year  before.  His  house  6tood  just 
k of  where  Mr.  Henry  Rhodes  now  lives,  near  a large  and 
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pernmncnt  spring  which  has  since  by  the  draining  of  a porn 
half  a mile  east  of  Middlebury,  entirely  disappeared. 

On  the  6th  of  August  of  that  year,  Eliza  Hart,  daughter 
Joseph  Hart,  and  now  the  wife  of  Roswell  Kent,  was  born — be  ac 
ing  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  village. 

For  many  years  the  “ Middlebury  Mills”  did  the  work  of  tb 
surrounding  country  for  grinding — as  did  44  Bagley’s  Factory, 
the  cloth  dressing  and  carding.  Business  increased,  and  it  b< 
came  the  center  of  trade  and  fashion  for  all  the  surroundir 
country.  In  1818  the  village  was  laid  out  by  William  J.  nar 
% son  of  Joseph  Hart,  and  it  seemed  destined  to  become  the  lea< 
ing  town  on  the  Reserve.  In  October,  1825,  a newspaper  wj 
started  in  this  place,  called  the  Portage  Journal.  As  Akron  hr 
no  habitation,  nor  even  a name,  Middlebury  wa3  the  resort 
the  enterprising  and  business  men  who  were  bidders  and  contrac 
tors  on  the  Ohio  Canal.  So  great  was  the  business,  at  that  tin 
that  there  were  no  less  than  sixteen  stores  in  the  village,  and  a ‘“- 
doing  a good  business.  Mills,  factories,  and  mechanical  sho 
sprung  into  existence  as  if  by  magic. 

On  the  location  of  the  canal,  Akron  sprung  up  with  its  iilp 
mense  water  power,  and  for  a while  entirely  overshadowed  Mi  1115 
dlebury.  Judge  Norton,  Joseph  Hart,  and  others  of  its  wa; 
friends  and  founders  died  ; others  looking  to  immediate  effec 
became  discouraged*  and  with  their  capital  left  the  place  ; 
factories  closed,  and  the  “ grinding  ceased  the  thronged  stre 
were  transferred  to  Akron,  and  the  epitaph  of  Carthage  was 
most  inscribed  on  her  monument. 

The  friends  of  Middlebury  then  discovered  that  prosperity  - 
not  lie  in  speculation,  nor  fashion  ; but  in  industry,  and  entj  |j$ 
prise.  Mechanical  establishments  began  to  increase — the  val 
blc  water  power  became  improved.  A company  was  incorpc 
ted  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  called  the  Middlebury  Ilvdrai 
Company,  authorized  to  raise  the  natural  surface  of  Springfiij  ^ 
lake,  in  which  the  Little  Cuyahoga  has  its  rise,  six  feet,  andlj 
er  it  four  feet  below  the  natural  surface.  This  gave  to  the 
ter  power  of  Middlebury  a permanency,  and  sufliciency 
tould  at  all  times  be  relied  on. 
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Among  the  prominent  manufactories  in  Middlebury  is  the  car- 
1, ge  manufactory  of  C.  A.  Collins,  which  turns  off  manufactured 
i ;icles  to  the  amount  of  .$20,000  annually.  The  carriages  man- 
1 ictured  at  this  shop  are  of  the  highest  finish  and  style,  and  are 
i great  demand  in  the  South  and  South-Western  States. 

• , 

Messrs.  Irish,  McMillan  & Co.  have  an  extensive  Machine 
§>p,  where  a»l  kinds  of  Machinery  is  manufactured.  Their 
lilding  is  three  stories  high  and  about  three  hundred  feet  long 
I forty  wide ; and  they  average  in  manufactured  articles,  about 
$4,000  a year.  Their  Fire-engines  are  superior  to  articles  of 
I same  kind  from  the  Troy  or  other  Eastern  establisments. — 
fe  death  of  Reuben  McMillan,  one  of  the  firm,  was  deeply  felt 
|l  the  community  as  well  as  by  the  immediate  vicinity.  He 
v 3 the  very  life  and  soul  of  mechanical  business  to  which  he 

ll*p  devoted  with  a zeal  amounting  to  almost  mono-mania. 

it* 

:|l he  Pottery  business  is  carried  on  extensively  in  this  town. — 
I^re  are  three  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  ordinary  stone- 
ire  one  to  the  manufacture  of  stone  pipe  and  pumps,  and  one 
Liverpool  ware.  The  clay  is  procured  ia  Springfield,  and  the 
•e  is  of  the  best  quality.  The  pipe  for  pumps,  or  water  drains, 
aade  in  joints  of  twenty  inches,  and  by  shoulders  and  cement 
put  together  so  as  to  present  an  entirely  smooth  inner  sur- 
i.  They  are  glazed  inside  and  out  so  as  to  prevent  decay  of 
pipe,  and  an  unpleasant  taste  to  the  water.  They  are  des- 
sd  to  supercede  all  metalie  pipes. 

hese  potteries  furnish  some  80,000  gallons  of  the  manufac- 
jd  article  annually,  which  averages  five  cents  a gallon, 
re  is  also  a cabinet  shop  in  this  town  which  turns  off  an  im- 
isc  number  of  articles  in  its  line.  Every  operation  from  jack  - 
an  oak  board  to  veneering  the  choicest  mahogany  is  done  by 
diinery. 

: i awson,  Goodale  & Co.,  have  a wcolcn  factory  in  this  town 
ch  employs  a large  number  of  hands,  and  turns  off  a large 
unt  of  broadcloths,  satin’ts  and  flannels.  They  arc  taken  to  the 
. markets,  the  Ohio  mark  taken  off,  and  then  by  the  merchants 
irned  to  Ohio,  and  sold  as  European  manufacture.  The  de- 
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ception  is  a harmless  one,  as  their  manufactures  are  decided] 
preferable  to  the  imported. 

There  is  also  a comb,  and  button  factory — a plow  shop, 
manufactory  of  fanning-mills,  a saddle  and  harness  shop,  se 
eral  factories  for  the  manufacturing  of  lucifer  matches,  a to^ 
library,  two  stores,  a high  shool,  and  three  churches.  It  is  i 
incorporated  village,  with  a Mayor  and  council,  and  is  now 
a healthy,  thriving  and  prosperous  condition. 

Aaron  Norton,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  village,  was  a nati 
of  Goshen,  Connecticut.  He  came  into  Ohio  about  1802,  ai 
settled  in  Hudson  near  what  is  now  called  “ Streetsboro  four  cc 
ners.”  In  1803,  he  erected  a grist  mill  on  Tinker’s  creek,  ne 
his  residence,  which  was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  the  year  f( 
owing.  In  1806,  he  removed  to  Northampton,  and  built  a mi 
and  distillery  at  what  is  now  known  as  French’s  mill,  on  M« 
Brook.  He  remained  there  a little  over  a year,  when  he  remo 
ed  to  Middlebury.  In  1808,  on  the  organization  of  the  coun 
of  Portage,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Judges.  He  was  a man 
fine  natural  abilities,  possessing  a quickness  of  thought,  and  pt 
ception,  and  an  irresistable  vein  of  wit,  and  fun. 

On  one  occasion,  a dandy,  speaking  of  a person  who  had  V 
moosed,  and  wishing  to  use  high  flown  language,  said  he  h 
“ absquandered.”  That,  says  Norton,  I suppose  is  catamount 
running  away. 

Norton  kept  a tavern  for  a while,  and  on  one  occasion  a coc 
ney  put  up  with  him,  and  showed  off  some  airs  of  the  aristocrav  J 
order.  He  inquired  of  Norton  if  he  had  aDy  cigars.  Norton  i ^ 
out  some  that  would  have  made  the  mouth  of  a Cuban  SenoriP' 
water.  After  criticising  them  severely,  as  inferior  to  what  th 
got  in  his  country,  he  took  one,  and  inquired  if  the  landlord  h 
a cigar  pipe,  as  he  did  not  like  to  take  the  wegetable  into  1 
mouth.  Norton  got  an  ivory  pipe,  formerly  used  in  cases 
sickness,  before  the  invention  of  syrringes,  into  one  end  of  whi 


he  introduced  his  cigar,  and  taking  the  other  end  of  the  pipe  ir  s 


He 


his  mouth  began  to  puff  away  most  lustily.  A dreamy  hap] 
ness  coming  over  him,  which  he  attributed  to  the  virtues  of]  h 
ivory  cooling  pipe,  he  inquired,  “Landlor’,  'ave  you  hanny 
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these  pipes  for  sale  in  this  town!”  I think  not,  said  the  Judge, 
as  this  has  been  borrowed,  and  used  in  every  case  of  sickness  in 
this  neighborhood  since  I have  lived  here.  The  cockney  “ ab- 
squandered.” 

While  the  Judge  was  upon  the  bench  a fellow  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  Middlebury  mills  was  indicted,  and  tried,  for 
stealing  a log  chain.  His  defence  was  former  good  character,  to 
sustain  which  he  called  on  the  Judge — who  swore  his  character 
was  about  as  good  as  that  of  millers  in  general. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  court,  General  Woodward,  of 
Franklin,  who  was  a miller,  took  Norton  to  task,  for  what  he 
sailed  an  impeachment  of  the  millers.  “ I was  bound,”  says  Nor- 
ton, “ to  swear  to  the  truth.  I believe  his  character  for  honesty 
s as  good  as  millers  in  general,  but  I believe  he  stole  the  log 
;hain.”  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1825. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  Middlebury  were  Samuel  Newton, 
ind  Josiah  W.  Brown.  Mr.  Newton  wasborn  in  Groton,  Connec- 
icut,  and  came  to  Middlebury  in  1815.  He  settled  on  the  cor- 
lers,  and  erected  the  building  known  as  “Newton’s  Tavern,” 
rhich  he  kept,  as  a public  house  over  thirty  years.  After  he  had 
massed  the  age  of  three  score  years,  he  got  the  California  fever, 
nd  took  the  “Overland  Route.”  Having  seen  “ the  Elephant,” 
e returned  to  pass  his  days  contentedly,  and  happy  in  the  home 
f his  youth.  He  is  the  only  early  settler  remaining  in  Middle- 
ury. 

Josiah  W.  Brown  was  born  in  Canaan,  Connecticut,  in  1776, 
nd  came  to  Middlebury  in  1816.  He  was  a scholar,  and  of  an 
ivestigating.  discriminating  mind.  He  was  for  many  years  “the 
istice  ” with  rotund  body,  who  administered  Justice  with 
Jercy,  to  his  neighborhood.  He  was  uniformly  foreman  of  the 
rand  Jury,  or  of  the  petit  Jury,  until  it  became  a common  re- 
ark  that  Court  could  not  open  till  Esquire  Brown  came. 

But,  having  acted  well  his  part,  in  the  month  f January,  1852, 
3 too  was  gathered  to  his  Fathers. 

In  the  language  of  Ossian  : — “ The  chiefs  of  other  times  are 
tparted.  They  have  gone  without  their  fame.  Another  race 
|is  arisen.  The  people  are  like  the  waves  of  the  ocean  like 
e leaves  of  woody  Morven  they  pass  away  in  the  rustling  blast, 
.d  other  leaves  lift  their  green  heads  on  high.” 
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Which  is  number  one,  in  range  twelve,  originally  formed  a pa  {31 
what  was  called  Wolf  Creek  township.  That  embraced  the  te<  D(] 
ritory  now  known  as  Norton  and  Coply  in  Summit  county,  ar 
Wadsworth,  Sharon,  Guilford  and  Montvillc  in  Medina  count 
The  first  election  in  this  large  territory  was  held  at  the  house 
Philemon  Kirkam,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1816,  wh 
Henry  Van  Hyning  and  Salmon  Warner  were  elected  the  fir  ^ 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  At  that  election  there  were  twenty-ti 
votes  polled. 

Norton  was  set  off  with  its  present  boundaries  on  the  6th 
April,  1818,  and  took  its  name  from  Birdseye  Norton,  who  w,  |ar 
the  principal  proprietor. 

The  first  settler  within  the  bounds  of  Norton,  was  James  Ro< 
inson,  who  came  from  Otsego  county,  New  York,  in  1810,  a: 
settled  on  lot  19,  where  Sylvester  Van  IJyning  now  lives, 
erected  the  first  house  in  the  township,  on  said  lot. 

In  1815  he  sold  his  farm,  and  moved  to  Northampton,  a !0I 
soon  after  removed  to  New  Portage,  where  he  erected  a distil 
ry,  then,  like  the  gallows,  a constant  attendaat  on  civilizatic  | 
He  died  at  New  Portage. 

In  the  fall  of  1814*  he  was  married  to  Lois  Bates,  by  Willit 
Prior,  of  Northampton.  This  ,vas  the  first  wedding  in  the  to^j 
ship. 

At  the  first  election,  in  April,  1818,  Talcott  Bates  and  A fan 
brose  Palmer  were  elected  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Palmer  sub.'  it  lh 
quently  moved  to  New  Portage,  then  the  El  Dorado  of  Norths  'sidi 
Ohio,  where  he  erected  glass  works,  and  finally  became  a M<  le 
mon  and  died  at  “ the  far  West.” 


At  the  first  election  there  were  thirty-one  votes  polled. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  town,  was  kept  by  Sarah  Wya  ® 
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t a log  house  near  Johnson’s  Corners.  I cannot  ascertain 
hether  she  is  dead  or  alive. 

In  the  fall  of  1812  a boat  came  up  the  Tuscarawas,  from  Co- 
biocton,  loaded  with  whisky,  and  “other  necessaries”  for  the  in- 
abitants.  It  was  in  a time  of  high  water,  and  they  mistook 
/olf  Creek  for  the  main  river,  and  did  not  discover  their  mis- 
ike  until  they  got  to  where  Robinson  had  erected  a shantee, 
ear  where  Clark’s  mill  now  stands.  Winter  soon  after  set  in, 
e!  nd  the  boat  lay  frozen  up  till  spring. 

Henry  Van  Hyning,  Sen.,  father  of  the  present  Henry  Van 
'^[yning,  of  Norton,  came  in  soon  after  Robinson,  and  purchased 
e is  land,  and  cabin,  and  his  son,  Sylvester,  still  lives  on  it. 

In  1817,  Thomas  Johnson  erected  a saw  mill,  which  was  the 
^rst  mill  in  the  township. 

■"!  In  1818,  Henry  Van  Hyning,  who  is  still  living  in  Norton, 
nrchased  the  farm  on  which  he  resides,  of  Captain  Heman  Ovi- 
tt,  of  Hudson,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Birdseye  Norton,  for 
* ur  dollars  an  acre.  The  first  year  he  raised  over  three  hundred 
ushels  of  wheat,  but  with  it  all  he  could  not  raise  money  enough 
H pay  his  taxes  ; but  had  to  take  his  gun,  and  kill  deer,  and  go* 
al  l foot  to  Cleveland,  and  sell  the  skins  to  raise  the  money.  He 
•in  now  take  fifty  dollars  an  acre  for  his  land,  in  cash, 
i In  1823,  Thomas  Johnson  settled  in  the  town,  at  what  is  since 
w(iown  as  Johnson’s  Corners,  and  in  1830  erected  the  first  grist 
Mfill,  on  Hudson’s  run,  where  he  had  previously  erected  his  saw 
ho 1 ill . Johnson  is  dead,  but  the  mill  is  still  in  possession  of 
)!)shua  Shaw,  who  married  his  widow. 

Hif  In  1823  there  was  a “war  of  races”  in  this  tows,  which,  for 
g#3  vindictive  character,  and  undecided  result,  is  worthy  of  no- 
he.  Henry  Van  Hyning  had  a yoke  of  very  large  Bulls,  which 
M fined  his  team.  In  the  harvest  of  that  year,  Abel  Irish,  who 
utoias  living  with  him,  went  to  yoke  them  up,  and  after  yoking  the 
tbti'  side  one,  he  motioned  to  the  near  side  one  to  come  under  the 
jllike;  but  he  threw  himself  on  his  reserved  right,  and  refused  to 
ey.  Upon  this,  Irish,  being  a little  quick  in  his  temper,  struck 
e bull,  with  the  ox  bow,  several  times,  over  the  head.  The 
^ | .11  stood  motionless  until  he  had  received  some  five  or  six  blows, 
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when  the  bull  sprang  upon  Irish,  and  raising  him  on  his  horns ; 
tossed  him  eight  or  ten  feet  into  the  air.  As  he  came  down  th< 
bull  rushed  upon  him  to  fix  him  to  the  ground,  but  his  horm 
being  long,  straddled  his  body,  and  held  him  without  much  inju 
ry.  Irish  seized  the  bull’s  nose,  with  his  teeth,  and  gave  him  s< 
hearty  a bite  that  he  sounded  a retreat.  As  soon  as  he  got  hi 
nose  released,  the  bull  returned  to  the  fight,  and  again  takin; 
his  antagonist  on  his  horns,  threw  him  into  the  air,  and  catching 
him  in  his  fall,  repeated  the  dose  till  Mr.  Van  Hyning,  who  sai  Th 
the  fight  from  the  house,  some  ten  rods  distant,  caught  his  rifli  me ( 
and  went  out  to  shoot  the  bull.  By  this  time  Irish  was  agait  ipls 
on  the  ground,  with  the  bull’s  horns  astride  his  body.  Irisl  M 
again  got  his  teeth  well  fixed  in  his  enemy’s  nose  and  used  theil  ttac 
with  such  effect  that  the  bull  was  willing  to  call  it  a draw  gamd  tips 
or  else  feared  the  reinforcement  that  he  saw  coming  to  the  aid  t!  ton 
Irish.  He  retreated,  but  his  enemy  could  not  follow  up  the  vie  ft 
tory.  For  three  weeks  Irish  was  confined  to  his  bed  ; but  reco^f  f th 
ered,  and  is  now  alive  to  boast  that  he  is  the  bully  that  whippets! 
the  biggest  bull  in  Norton.  icli 

This  township  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  It  is  beaut1 'Ne 
fully  rolling  and  well  watered.  It  is  rapidly  settling  with  an  h ®nts 
dustrious,  hardy  German  population  from  Pennsylvania,  who  ai  art 
buying  out,  and  superceding  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  Land  tore, 
selling  at  from  forty-five  dollars  to  fifty  dollars  an  acre,  ai  ndt] 
probably  more  farms,  in  the  last  two  years,  have  change  sndei 
hands  in  this  township,  than  in  any  other  in  the  county.  Jerk 
advantages  are  derived  from  the  quality  of  the  soil,  the  abu  lass, 
dance  of  water  for  agricultural  purposes  and  its  numerous  mi  ierg 
sites.  Bituminous  coal  is  found  in  abundance,  and  two  beds  a' Mil 
extensively  worked.  The  inhabitants  have  been  mindful  too,  win 
the  advantages  of  good  roads,  and  the  frequent  crossing  of  the  tot 
has  given  rise  to  Johnson’s  corners,  Bates’  corners,  Griswolt  801] 
corners,  &c.,  at  each  of  which  have  arisen  small,  but  pleasa  un  ( 
villages  At  the  center,  also,  as  in  other  townships,  is  a plet  ^ 
ant  little  village,  struggling  with  its  rival  corners  forthe£((() 
nrarnn/tir  Cwnlfl  PnrnPrS  RPrnPtirnPS  pnllpd  Western  Stl 


premacy.  Griswold’s  corners,  sometimes  called  Western  Sti 
is  on  the  line  between  Summit  and  Medina  counties,  the  me'  ^ 


street  of  the  village  being  the  county  line. 
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This  township,  originally  called  Town  Five,  Range  Eleven,  wat 
ifllne  of  the  equalizing  townships  of  the  Reserve.  As  has  been 
aii  ixplained  in  previous  sketches,  the  original  proprietors,  to  make 
ill  tie  different  townships  of  the  standard  value,  cut  up  some,  and 
ten  ttached  parts  of  such  equalizing  townships  to  the  poorer  town- 
me  aips  to  make  them  equal  to  what  were  called  average  townships, 
lo  here  were  four  townships  that  were  called  superior  to  the  aver- 
age, and  each  proprietor  was  anxious  to  have  a portion  of  them — 
f these  four  Northfield  was  one.  It,  as  well  as  the  other  three, 
pe  as  laid  out  into  quarter  sections  of  160  acres  each,  so  as  to  give 
ich  of  the  original  proprietors  a share.  The  proprietors,  living 
Jj.  New  England,  and  looking  upon  these  shares  as  better  invest- 
ments than  those  made  in  their  other  lands,  were  not  anxious  to 
uj&rt  with  them.  Some  of  the  proprietors  died  leaving  their 
lares  to  minor  heirs,  and  thus  the  land  was  kept  out  of  market; 
id  the  fact  of  its  being  one  of  the  best  townships  on  the  Reserve, 
nded  to  keep  it  from  sale  and  retard  its  growth.  The  first  set- 
to  in  the  township  was  Isaac  Bacon.  He  was  born  in  Boston, 
^ass.,  in  1772,  and  when  quite  young,  prompted  by  that  active 
iini  *ergy  that  actuated  the  pioneers  of  the  Reserve  to  break  away 
[SU om  the  crowded  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  he  left  his  native  city, 
30(|id  removed  to  Genesee  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  pur- 
ftejiased  some  land  on  which  he  commenced  his  improvements.  In 
rf‘*01  he  married  Nancy  Cranmer,  a sister  of  Jeremiah  and  Abra*> 
!asaIim  Cranmer,  long  known  as  residents  of  Northfield. 
plea  But,  for  liis  active  and  enterprising  spirit,  even  Genesee  wa» 


>0  much  cramped — and  in  1806  he  exchanged  his  farm  there 


^ ith  Judge  Phelps,  for  320  acres  in  the  Western  Reserve  ; 160 
ires  of  which  lay  in  Northfield — being  lot  63 — on  to  which  ht 
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removed  his  family  in  April,  1807.  Zina  Post  of  Hudson,  and  a 


family  by  the  name  of  Noble,  at  Tinker’s  creek,  in  Cuyahoga  , 
county,  were  his  nearest  neighbors.  His  family,  consisting  of  {f 


himself,  wife,  a brother  of  his,  and  three  children,  had  no  shelter 


ijouse 


but  their  wapon,  until  he  could  erect  a cabin.  It  being  nearly 
impossible  to  procure  help  to  raise  a house,  he  resolved  to  attempt 
it  alone,  which  he  did  by  placing  skids  on  which  to  roll  up  thtlL 


i idifii 


op| 


logs,  and  then,  by  ropes,  fastened  to  the  ends  of  the  logs  and  fj 
thrown  over  the  house,  lie  drew  them  up  by  the  help  of  his  oxen. 
In  this  manner  he  raised  a house,  in  five  days,  and  had  it  covered 
with  bark  ready  for  his  family.  It  stood  on  the  lot,  andnearthe 
spot,  where  his  oldest  son,  David  C.  Bacon,  now  lives. 

For  three  years  he  had  no  neighbor  nearer  than  Tinker’s  creek, 
and  Mrs.  Bacon  often  remarked  that  for  six  months  after  her  arri- 
val in  Norlhfield,  she  did  not  see  the  face  of  a white  woman,  ex- 
cept her  own  when  looking  in  a pool  of  water,  the  only  looking- 
glass  of  that  day. 

At  that  time  Indians  were  very  plenty  in  Northfield — there 
being  three  wigwams  on  the  farm  of  Bacon,  all  well  filled.  Shortly 
after  he  built  his  cabin,  a committee  was  sent  out  to  survey  anc 
lay  a road  from  Hudson  to  the  old  Portage  road,  as  it  was  called, , 
to  Cleveland.  The  committee  had  surveyed  to  with  n about  8( 
rods  of  Bacon’s  cabin  before  they  were  aware  there  was  a settle) 
in  the  township.  Hearing  some  one  chopping,  the  committee 
went  to  the  spot  and  found  Bacon  clearing  up  his  farm.  To  nc 
commodate  him  they  made  an  angle  in  the  road  to  get  to  hi; 
house,  and  then  turned  out  West  to  the  old  Portage  road.  North 
ampton  Mills,  fourteen  miles  distant,  were  then  the  nearest  mills 
It  generally  took  two  days  to  go  to  the  mills  and  back,  as  tlx 
roads  were  as  bad  as  can  well  be  imagined.  From  Hudson  t 
Newburgh  was  an  almost  continuous  bed  of  clay  mud,  almos 
deep  enough  to  mire  a team.  Teamsters  used  to  say  there  wer 
but  two  mud  holes, and  Tinker’s  creek  bridge  separated  them.  Froi  r 
Pest’s,  in  Hudson  to  Bacon’s  farm,  was  known  as  the  musquit 
iWainp,  and  well  did  it  merit  its  name. 

For  Several  years  after  Bacon  settled  there,  bears  and  wolve  ^ 
wers  a&  thic.e  aa  pettifoggers,  in  a country  village,  and  almost  c 
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oublesome.  One  day,  while  Bacon  was  from  home,  a bear  cam* 
ithin  three  or  four  rods  of  the  house,  and  caught  and  carried  off 
large  hog.  On  another  occasion  a pack  of  wolves  got  after 
icon’s  sheep,  and  having  chased  them  several  times  round  the 
>use,  they  saved  their  bacon  by  bursting  the  door  open,  and 
eking  protection  from  the  family. 

The  perils  and  trials  of  early  life  in  the  woods  cannot  be  fully 
idcrstood  by  persons  at  the  present  day — but  incidents  in  the 
e of  Mrs.  Bacon,  the  female  Boone  of  Nortkfield,  will  convey  a 
ght  idea  of  them. 

One  day  while  Mr.  Bacon  was  absent  from  home,  a company  of 
Idians  went  into  the  house  and  called  for  fire-water.  Mrs, 
icon  denied  having  any  in  the  house.  The  Indians  went  to  a 
pboard,  where  a bottle  of  it  was  kept,  and  on  her  attempting 
oppose  them  they  drew  their  knives,  and  compelled  her  to  give 
the  whisky. 

At  another  time  a suspicious  looking  man  called  in  about  the 
ddle  of  the  day,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Bacon — and  when  she 
Spected  him  home — how  far  it  was  to  the  nearest  neighbor,  and 
she  was  not  afraid  to  stay  alone  ? She  replied  her  husband 
mid  be  at  home  the  next  day — and  that  she  was  not  afraid 
die  she  had  that  trusty  old  friend  (pointing  to  a large  dog  lying^ 
the  hearth,  with  his  eyes  on  the  stranger).  He  remained  until 
was  getting  near  night,  and  she  told  him  as  she  had  no  accom- 
>dations  for  keeping  strangers,  he  had  better  be  going,  as  it 
,s  several  miles  to  any  house.  He,  however,  hung  round  till 
out  dark,  when  he  asked  one  of  the  little  boys  to  turn  the 
nd-stone  for  him  to  sharpen  his  knife — showing  an  instrument 
lilar  to  an  Indian  scalping  knife.  Mrs.  B.  now  began  to  pre- 
re  for  evil — and  took  her  position  in  one  corner,  while  the 
anger  sit  tin  the  other,  and  thedogtook  his  post  between  them, 
this  maimer  they  sat  without  exchanging  a word  till  near  mid- 
;ht,  win  n he  asked  her  why  she  sat  up  so  late,  and  then  asked 
r why  she  did  not  turn  that  dog  out  of  doors  ? She  told  him 
i dog  always  slept  iu  the  house  when  his  master  was  gone.  Ho 
n ordered  her  to  turn  him  out,  when  she  opened  the  door  and 
i the  dog  to  go  cut.  The  dog  looked  up  and  wagged  his  tail, 
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but  would  not  go.  She  spoke  to  him  again,  when  he  growled,  but 
kept  his  position.  The  stranger  then  got  up  and  ordered  him  " 
out,  but  the  dog  rose  up  and  growled  defiance  at  him.  The 
stranger,  seeing  he  was  an  ugly  customer  to  handle  was  glad  to 
resume  his  station,  and  the  dog  took  his.  In  this  manner  the 
group  remained  till  morning,  when  the  stranger  left. 

In  1808  Bacon  lost  an  infant  daughter,  which  was  the  first 
death  of  a white  person,  in  the  township.  Zina  Post  of  Hudson, 
and  Noble  of  Tinker’s  creek,  the  only  neighbors,  came  and  buried 
the  dead. 

Having  lived  thus  solitary  and  alone  for  four  years,  their  soli- 
tude was  relieved,  in  June  1810,  by  the  arrival  of  Jeremiah  Cran- 
mer,  a brother  of  Mrs.  Bacon,  who  settled  on  Lot  72  and  built Dus 
a cabin  half  a mile  from  Bacon’s. 

In  1812,  soon  after  the  surrender  of  Hull,  news  came  that  the 
British  had  landed  at  Cleveland  and  were  goingto  march  through 
the  country.  Noble,  Bacon,  and  Cranmer,  resolved  to  remove 
their  families  to  Hudson.  The  families  got  together  at  Bacon’s  ^6 
and  began  to  load  their  furniture  onto  their  wagons,  while  Bacon 
started  for  Cleveland  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report. 

While  loading  the  wagons  an  Indian  was  seen  skulking  round 
the  woods,  when  Cranmer  advised  him  to  be  off  as  his  scalp  would 
be  the  forfeit  if  he  was  found  there  an  hour  later.  As  he  was 
never  afterwards  heard  from  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he  gol 
out  of  the  township. 

The  wagons  were  loaded  with  such  articles  as  they  could  carry 
and  the  balance  buried  in  the  earth.  The  teams,  and  familiei 
Btarted  and  got  about  three  miles  towards  Hudson,  when  Bacoi 
returned  and  overtook  them,  with  the  intelligence  that  it  was  tin 
American  prisoners,  surrendered  by  Hull,  that  the  British  hat 
landed  at  Cleveland.  The  teams  then  returned  to  Northfield 

Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Hull  a draft  was  made  for  mil 
itia  to  protect  the  frontier  from  the  expected  attack  of  British  ant  ^ 
Indians.  Bacon  was  drafted,  and  in  September  ordered  to  Cleve! 
Jaflid,  where  he  was  soon  after  discharged  and  returned  home 
Soon  after  his  return  he  was  taken  sick,  and  on  the  sixth  of  Nov  1 1 
£mber  1812,  he  died,  and  was  buried  on  the  top  of  Tinker’s  creel t5t 
hill,  near  where  George  Comstock  formerly  lived. 
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In  the  Spring  of  1813  Abraham  Cranmer  came  into  the  town- 
ip,  ami  purchased  the  North  half  of  Lot  72,  and  formed  a per- 
ment  settlement. 

In  June  1813  Henry  Wood  married  Esther  Cranmer,  a daugh- 
of  Jeremiah  Cranmer,  being  the  first  couple  married  in  the 
wnship. 

J In  1814  George  Wallace,  of  Cleveland,  built  a sawmill  at 
andywine,  in  the  North  part  of  Boston,  a few  rods  from  the 
>vn  line.  The  mill  tract  has  since  been  added  to  and  now  forms 
oart  of  Northfield.  In  1814  Wallace  built  a grist-mill,  at  the 
me  place — and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  built  a distillery,  half 
mile  Northwest  of  the  mill,  which  like  other  shrubs  of  that 
nus,  budded,  blossomed  and  brought  forth  the  fruit  of  intem- 
rance  in  abundance. 

In  the  winter  of  1815-16,  Wallace  brought  on  an  assortment 
i dry  goods,  and  established  a store  in  his  mill. 

[n  March  1817  Henry  Wood,  John  Duncan,  Morris  Cranmer, 
Id  several  other  families  moved  into  the  township,  and  located 
different  parts  of  it.  In  the  fall  of  1818  George  Wallace 
|>ved  into  the  township  and  settled  on  lot  60  near  his  mill. 

The  township  was  organized  in  1821  ; previously  to  which 
ston  and  Northfield  composed  an  election  district,  holding  elec- 
fins,  musters,  and  other  public  meetings  at  Brandywine.  At  the 
it  election  in  Northfield,  George  Wallace  was  elected  Justice  of 
* Peace,  which  office  he  held  for  many  years.  At  the  first 
ction  it  took  every  qualified  inhabitant  of  the  township  to  fill 
offices. 

[n  July  1826  one  of  those  singular  affairs  occurred  in  this 
^ i vmship  which  has  a rival  only  in  the  celebrated  case  of  the 
urnes  in  Vermont.  An  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Rupert 
arlesworth  who  was  boarding  with  Dorsey  W.  Viers,  suddenly 
1 strangely  disappeared.  He  was  traced  to  Viers’  house  the 
;ht  of  the  23d  of  July,  and  a constable,  who  went  on  the  morn- 
; of  the  24th,  before  daylight,  to  arrest  him,  found  he  was  gone, 
1 no  trace  of  him  could  be  found.  On  his  arrival  he  found 
j'S.  Viers  moping  up  the  floor.  Viers  told  contradictory  storie* 
^)ut  his  leaving — once  saying  he  jumped  out  of  the  window  and 
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run,  and  that  be  tried  to  catch  him,  but  could  not.  At  anothei  wt 
time  that  he  went  off  when  Viers  was  asleep,  and  he  knew  nothin 
ing  about  it.  Some  one  heard  a rifle  in  the  direction  of  thi 
house  of  Viers  that  night — and  some  one  saw  blood,  the  nex 
morning  on  some  bars  that  led  from  Viers’  house  to  the  woods, 

Years  rolled  on,  and  the  excitement  grew  stronger  with  age 
till,  on  the  8th  of  January  1831  complaint  was  made  befo: 
George  Y.  Wallace,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  Viers  had  murder 
ed  Charlesworth.  Viers  was  arrested  and  a trial  of  eight  da; 
followed.  Not  only  the  circumstances  I have  mentioned  wer 
proven,  but  also,  by  a hired  girl  of  Viers,  that  a bed  blanket,  use< 
by  Charlesworth,  was  missing  from  the  house  of  Viers  on  thedaje 
of  Charles  worth’s  disappearance,  and  that  it  was  afterwardfd 
found  hid  under  a hay  stack,  with  large  black  spots  on  it  reseml  d, 
bling  clotted  blood. 

It  was  also  proven  that  Charlesworth  had  a large  amount 
money,  and  that  Viers  was,  previously  to  this,  poor,  but,  imme 
diately  afterwards,  flush  of  money — and  to  complete  the  chain  < 
proof — a skeleton  had  been  found  hid  under  a log  in  the  woodi 
in  the  direction  of  the  path  from  Viers’  house  to  the  bars. 

Matters  stood  in  this  shape  when  two  men  unexpectedly  appeark 
ed  from  Sandusky,  who  swore  they  had  seen  Charlesworth  alivi 
though  passing  under  an  assumed  name,  after  the  time  of 
supposed  murder.  On  this  testimony  Viers  was  acquitted, 
his  acquittal  did  not  change  public  sentiment  as  to  his  guilt, 
was  generally  believed  that  it  was  only  adding  perjury  to  rauiSi 
dcr. 

Viers  commenced  a search  for  the  missing  man,  with  a persi 
verauce  that  would  have  done  honor  to  a blood  hound.  He  visited 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  after  a search  of  years  he  went  into 
Tavern  in  Detroit,  and  in  presence  of  a large  company,  in  thcBa: 
room  enquired  if  any  one  knew  of  a man  by  the  name  of  CharleijA 
worth.  All  replied  no.  When  about  to  leave,  a man  stepped  Ust 
to  him  and  taking  him  one  side  enquired  if  his  name  was 
from  Northfield  Viers  said  it  was.  The  stranger  said.  Iam 
pert  Charlesworth — but  I pass  here  under  an  assumed  name.’ 
Charlesworth  returned  to  Northfield  with  Viers  and  on  a fill 
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jeting  of  the  town,  and  a thorough  investigation,  it  was,  with 
e exception,  the  unanimous  vote  that  he  was  the  veritable  mur- 
red  man. 

i It  appears  that  he  had  passed  a counterfeit  $10  bill  to  Deacon 
idson,  aud  fearing  an  arrest  (to  make  which  the  constable  went 
;tij  the  morning)  he  ran  away — went  to  England  and  remained  two 
irs — returned  under  an  assumed  name  and  went  into  the  wilds 
Michigan,  where  his  real  name,  former  residence  and  history 
jre  unknown. 

A more  tragic  affair  occured  in  this  town,  on  the  24th  of  July 
17.  On  the  night  of  that  day  some  person,  or  persons  entered 
5 house  of  Robert  McKisson,  a respectable  citizen  of  the  town, 
with  a common  axe,  struck  Mrs.  McKisson  as  she  lay  in  a 
® i,  with  the  edge  of  the  axe  splitting,  or  rather  hewing  the  right 
e of  her  head  nearly  off,  and  leaving  the  brains  entirely  exposed, 
hicinda  Croninger,  a daughter  of  Mrs.  McKisson  by  a former 
rae|3band,  lying  in  an  adjoining  bed,  raised  up  and  screamed,  when 
a i i‘,  was  knocked  down,  senseless,  with  the  head  of  the  axe.  The 
odi  |rm  was  given  by  some  of  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
i the  neighbors  collected  to  witness  the  remains  of  the  tragedy, 
eai  s.  McKisson  lived  long  enough  to  tell  them  the  deed  was  done 
lii  j Samuel  McKisson,  the  father  of  Robert.  This  was  the  dying 
tl  (duration  of  the  murdered  woman,  and  the  testimony  of  the 
bi  lighter  on  trial.  The  old  man  was  arrested  that  night  at  his 
1 a house. 

mm  Suspicions  immediately  attached  to  David  McKisson,  a brother 
Robert,  who  was  paying  his  addresses  to  the  daughter,  but 
ersi  o had  beed  refused  admission  to  the  house  by  the  mother. — 
site  had  been  lurking  round  for  several  days,  during  which  he  had 
nto  cral  interviews  with  Miss  Croninger,  in  one  of  which  they  ex- 
Brmged  rings. 

irld  1 few  minutes  after  the  murder,  a person  was  heard  running 
edu  t a house  from  the  direction  of  the  murder  towards  the  canall 
fier  he  next  morning,  at  day-light  he  was  seen  about  three  milei 
uRiiioa  the  place,  on  the  canal,  getting  a passage  to  Cleveland. — 
me.-'  was  arrested  a few  days  after,  on  the  Government  works,  at 
j fii  uth  of  Maumee  Ray,  with  the  blood  still  on  his  shirt  sleeves. 
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They  were  both  indicated  for  the  murder,  at  the  Septembt 
term  1837,  and  tried.  The  old  man  was  acquitted.  David  wi 
convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  on  the  ninth  of  Fel 
ruary  1838  was  executed  at  Ravenna. 

This  was  the  second  execution  in  Portage  county.  Hem 
Unkks  having  been  hung,  at  the  same  place,  ia  1816 — and  humai 
ity  would  hope  it  might  be  the  last.  Besides  its  uselessness,  an 
inhumanity,  it  seems  like  mighty  small  business  for  all  the  office: 
of  the  law,  with  a Regiment  of  Militia,  to  be  engaged  in  killin 
one  poor  mortal,  and  even  he  with  his  hands  and  feet  tied.  Ttihetb 
ridiculous  contrast  exhibited  on  such  occasions  strikes  every  nthi 
fined  mind  with  disgust.  While  the  officers  of  the  law  are  killin  ill; 
him,  because  he  is  unfit  to  live  in  this  wicked  world,  the  minister 
of  religion  are  fitting  him,  and  usually  give  him  a pass  from  tlieen 
gallows  to  the  immediate  society  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of  tl 
Just,  in  Heaven !! 
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id  This  township,  originally  called  Town  3,  Ransje  11,  being  ia 
e third  line  of  townships  North  of  41°,  North,  and  in  the  eleY* 
rfth  range  of  townships  West  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  was  orig- 
ii  ally  an  equalizing  township.  To  understand  this  fully,  it  will 
te  necessary  to  refer  to  the  origin  and  circumstances  attending 
e early  history  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  claimed,  under  an  old  grant  of  Charles 
England,  a large  part  of  the  territory  now  embraced  within 
e limits  of  Ohio.  In  September,  1785,  she  relinquished  to  the 
aited  States  all  of  her  claim,  except  to  that  portion  included 
itween  the  Western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  a line  one 
mdred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  said  boundary,  and  the  41st 
5gree  of  North  latitude  on  the  South  to  the  parallel  of  42°  2/  on 
e North.  This  tract  was  divided  into  townships  of  five  miles 
[uare,  and  designated  by  numbers  and  ranges.  The  townships 
ere  to  be  numbered  from  South  to  North,  commencing  on  the 
titude  of  41°  North  as  a base ; and  the  ranges  were  to  be  dis.- 
aguished  by  progressive  numbers  Westward,  the  first  range  rest- 
g upon  the  Western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  as  a base  line, 
i counting  ranges,  then,  we  begin  on  the  Western  line  of  Penn* 
dvania  and  count  120  miles  w.  In  counting  townships  begin  on  the 
ae  of  41°  North,  being  the  South  line  of  the  Reserve,  and  count 
orth  to  latitude  42°  2'.  There  being  then,  ten  townships  of 
re  miles,  or  fifty  miles  between  the  Western  boundary  of  Penn* 
rlvania  and  Northampton,  that  is  called  range  11  ; and  there 
sing  two  townships  (Coventry  and  Portage)  between  the  latitude 
r 41°  North  and  Northampton,  that  is  called  range  three. 

By  the  treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh,  in  1785,  all  of  said  te  ritory 
last  of  the  Cuyahoga,  was  ceded  by  the  Indiana  to  the  United 
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States.  By  the  treaty  of  Fort  Industry,  in  1805,  the  balance  o 
the  territory  which  lay  West  of  the  Cuyahoga,  was  also  ceded  t 
the  United  States.  In  Mnv,  1801,  the  State  of  Connecticut  eede< 
to  the  United  States  her  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  said  territory 
and  the  President  of  tlie  United  States,  by  patent,  conveyed  th^ 
fee  of  said  land  to  the  Governor  for  the  use  of  the  grantees 
that  State. 

This  tract  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  I have  before  stated  Dt 
sold  to  the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  It  fell  a trifle  short 

4.000. 000  of  acres,  for  which  said  company  agreed  to  pay  $lI,lwn 

200.000.  The  amount  was  divided  into  400  shares  of  $3,00Im 

each.  Any  one  payisg  in  an  amount  received  a certificate  entif 'ort' 
ling  him  to  the  same  proportion  of  the  whole  Reserve  that  hi 
payment  bore  to  $1,200,000.  ^ 

On  receiving  the  title  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  stocli u\ 
holders  in  the  Connecticut  Land  Company  conveyed  it  to  Jonatha^e 
Brace,  John  Caldwell  and  John  Morgan,  to  hold  in  trust  for  tb"^ 
proprietors ; and  singular  as  it  may  appear,  the  three  lived  nnt|^e 
they  had  sold  or  disposed  of  all  the  land  and  closed  their  tnnr 
John  Morgan  is  still  living  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  certificates  were  all  numbered,  and  then  the  numbers  draw 
in  the  same  manner  as  a lottery,  each  holder  of  a certifical 
drawing  an  amount  of  land  proportioned  to  the  4,000,000  acn  Sli 
as  his  payment  was  to  $1,200,000. 

Each  proprietor  thus  drew  a township  or  a fraction  of  a towi^1' 
ship,  according  to  the  amount  of  his  interest.  Thus  some  towi  as 
ships  became  the  exclusive  property  of  an  individual,  others  bi  ^ 
came  the  property  of  various  owners.  In  this  manner  each  ind  ^ 
vidual  got  his  proportion  of  land  in  severalty,  and  located  ; tbta 
book  in  which  an  account  of  these  drawings  was  kept,  called  “ thHl 
Book  of  Drafts,”  being  the  foundation  of  all  our  titles  on  tb  ^ 
Reserve.  But  singular  as  it  may  appear,  this  •*  Boole  of  Drafts, 
which  is  the  basis  of  all  our  land  titles,  is  not  recognized  as  legi 
evidence;  and  of  so  little  importance  was  it  deemed,  that  on  ei 
quiry  a few  years  ago,  at  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  in  Han 
ford,  it  could  not  be  found  ; and  when  it  was,  after  alongsearcl 
discovered,  it  was  found  among  old  waste  paper  in  the  uppe 
loft  of  an  old  ware  house  on  the  Connecticut  river. 
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.lthough  these  drafts  located  the  land  and  gave  to  each  his 
I ntity  of  acres,  a great  diversity,  of  course,  existed  in  the 
me  on  account  of  quality  and  location.  To  equalize  them  all 
jhn  average  value,  certain  towns  were  set  apart  called  “ Equal- 
I g Townships,”  which  were  cut  into  strips  of  various  sizes, 

{portions  attached  to  different  townships.  Thus  Jacob  Welch 
v township  six  in  range  seven,  now  known  as  Troy,  in  Geauga 
Inty.  The  Cuyahoga  river  running  through  it,  and  causing 
Lch  swampy  ground,  the  tract  in  lot  six  in  Portage  township, 
wn  as  the  ‘Welch  Tract,*  was  added  to  town  six  in  range  seven, 
iaake  it  equal  to  the  average  townships  on  the  Reserve, 
orthampton  was  one  of  these  equalizing  townships,  and  being 
child  of  many  fathers,  seldom  felt  a father’s  care.  Tall- 
jlge,  and  other  townships  that  were  owned  by  a single  indi- 
|ial,  felt  the  influence  of  their  regard,  but  as  no  one  owned 
e than  a strip  of  Northampton,  and  that  of  little  value,  it  had 
little  fostering  care,  and  thus  came  to  maturity  by  its  own 
ided  efforts. 

[ o this  circumstance  may  be  attributed  the  fact  that  land  title* 
more  complex  in  that  township,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other 
Ike  county.  The  original  owners  seldom  took  the  trouble 
pok  up  their  land,  or  pay  the  taxes.  Tax  sales  followed  upon 
sales,  until,  in  the  investigation  of  them,  darkness  be- 
lie sensible  to  the  touch. 

nother  circumstance  that  retarded  its  growth  was  the  fact  that 
as  very  broken  and  apparently  a thin  clay  soil,  unpromising 
appearance  and  almost  repulsive  in  the  cultivation.  “The 
thampton  hills”  were  proverbial  for  sterility  and  number; 
a hardy  set  of  farmers,  if  they  have  not  converted  the  hills 
j»  vallies,  have  changed  the  barren  wilderness  into  productive 

V 

.nother  cause  that  retards  the  growth  of  Northampton  was 

t some  of  the  most  warlike  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  Reserve 
I . 

a within  the  bounds  of  what  is  now  Northampton.  Between 
m and  the  vliites  a spirit  of  hostility  existed,  that  wanted 
V an  opportunity  to  show  itself  in  actions.  This  continued 
^rn  to  the  war  of  1812,  when  this  township  may  be  said  to  L* 
' for  the  first  from  Indian  alarms. 
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The  stationing  of  Gen.  Wadsworth  at  the  Old  Portage,  with  a re(* 


Brmy,  first  gave  the  inhabitants  entire  repose. 


The  Revolutionary  and  Indian  wars  had  propogated  a spirit  ra‘ 
hostility  between  the  whites  and  Indians  that  seemed  to  know  r 5,111 
bounds,  it  had  in  fact,  produced  among  the  whiter,  a race  thleatl 
•eemed  to  be  distinct  from  all  others,  known  as  “ Indian  hunters! 8sl1 
The  rifle  was  their  constant  companion,  the  wilderness  their  pie: ce 
sure  ground,  the  murder  of  the  Indians  their  occupation.  To^il 
was  endured,  hunger  suffered,  privations  courted  to  gratify  theitlon 
one  insatiable  desire  for  the  destruction  of  the  Indians.  High  of  ^ 
the  line  of  this  race  was  Captain  Samuel  Brady,  of  Char  tie! lts 
creek,  Pennsylvania.  He  raised  a company  of  those  darin1*  ^ 
•pirits,  who  were  known  as  “ Brady’s  rangers,”  whose  sole  occi'S* 
pation  was  to  traverse  the  Northern  part  of  Ohio,  and  destr<!^ 
what  they  called  the  “red  skins.”  !Cle(* 

As  I remarked  on  a former  occasion,  the  Cuyahoga  river,  P< ll' 
tage  Path  and  Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum,  were  ori  mr 
inally  the  boundary  between  the  Six  Nations  and  theWeste:1^ 
Indians.  The  Onondagas,  Oneidas,  Mohawks  and  others  of  tl'M 
Six  Nations  resided  in  the  territory  East  of  the  Cuyahoga  un'P1 
the  difficulty  with  Diver  in  1806.  There  was,  on  the  first  settle 
ment  of  the  country,  an  Indian  trail,  commencing  at  Fort  Mcl 
tosh,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Beaver,  and  running  from  thence  Weisac 
through  Portage  county,  crossing  the  Cuyahoga  in  Franklin, 
what  is  called  the  Standing  Rock,  thence  West  to  Northampton 
in  Summit  county,  where  there  was  a settlement  of  Indians, then 
to  Sandusky  and  Detroit.  This  trail  was  the  great  Indite 
thoroughfare  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  river.  On  it  were  also  co 
tinually  passing  large  parties  of  Indians,  and  it  became,  of  courOec 
the  favorite  hunting  ground  of  these  Western  Nimrods.  T^rei 
Indians  were  as  ready  as  they,  for  the  encounter,  and  a wari  eri 
extermination  commenced.  In  1780  a large  party  of  warric  the 
from  the  villages  on  the  Cuyahoga  had  crossed  the  Ohio  andma^che 
an  incursion  into  the  white  settlements,  murdering  several  fatten 
lies  and  taking  away  a large  amount  of  plunder.  Onei 

Brady  called  together  his  band  and  started  in  pursuit.  He  l'regc 
an  his  men,  guided  more  by  courage  than  discretion,  until,  foot 
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(i’ed  the  Indian  village  on  the  Cuyahoga  river,  in  what  is  now 
lhampton.  The  Indians  expecting  pursuit,  were  prepared  for 
| and  with  numbers  four  times  his  own,  attacked  him  on  all 
I and,  with  his  followers,  he  was  put  to  a perfect  route.  The 
Lat  became  a flight,  and  every  man  was  for  himself.  The  In- 
113  singled  out  Brady,  and  leaving  all  the  rest,  a chase  com- 

!3ed  for  him,  which  continued  without  interruption  till  he  ar- 
1 at  the  Cuyahoga  river  in  Franklin,  just  North  of  the  present 
I don  of  the  bridge  on  the  road  leading  to  Ravenna.  The  In- 
Ls  had  extended  their  lines  so  as  to  hem  him  in,  and  with  loud 
i ts  of  triumph,  thought  their  prisoner  safe.  The  river  was 
« bounded  on  each  side  by  perpendicular  rocks,  the  chasm 

r;  22  feet  wide  Brady,  on  reaching  the  liver,  gave  a bound 
despair  on  one  side  and  hope  on  the  other  alone  could  have 
ted,  and  clearing  the  ab\ss,  he  gained  the  opposite  bank. 

I [though  Northampton  thus  early  became  a celebrated  resort 
var  parties  of  both  whites  and  Indians,  yet  little  was  known 
b by  the  whites,  until  1802.  Although  it  was  within  the  ack- 
ledged  limits  of  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Me- 
sh in  1785,  yet  the  Indians  were  in  the  actual  possession  until 
fled  the  country  in  1800,  after  the  tragic  affair  of  Deerfield. 
i June,  1802,  Simeon  Prior,  of  Norwich,  Hampshire  county, 
f(  sachusetts,  exchanged  his  farm  there  for  400  acres  of  land 
hat  was  then  a wilderness,  known  only  as  the  “Connecticut 
j (tern  Reserve/*  or  “New  Connecticut,*’  but  in  that  part  of  it 
D |Wn  now  as  Northampton,  in  Summit  county.  He  was  born  in 
jj  |wich,  New  London  county,  Connecticut,  in  1753,  and  while 
,0 1 a young  man,  moved  to  Norwich,  in  Massachusetts,  where  he 
juried  Katherine  Wright.  They  lived  in  that  town  until  their 
»[  iren  numbered  eleven,  when,  thinking  they  would  require 
r e room  than  that  place  afforded,  they  concluded  to  emigrate 
i0  the  far  west.  He  left  Massachusetts  in  June,  went 
aclchenectady,  New  York,  where  he  purchased  a boat  of  three 
juji  burden  and  started  up  the  Mohawk,  then  down  Wood  creek 
)neidn  lake,  through  the  lake  to  Oswego  river,  down  that  to 
>1 1'ego,  up  lake  Ontario  and  Niagara  river,  and  finally  reached 
jjlson,  in  this  county,  where  Deacon  Hudson,  two  years  before, 
an  a settlement.  Here  he  remained  until  he  hunted  up  hit 
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land,  built  a log  house  on  it,  and  in  August,  1820,  moved  the 
white.  ramilv  into  Northampton.  The  first  house  erected  was 
mile  from  the  East  line  of  the  town,  and  central  North  and  So1 
The  spot  is  now  covered  with  fruit  trees  brought  in  1802  fi 
Massachusetts.  It  is  on  Lot  25,  East  half.  Gordon  Prior  n 
lives  on  the  lot,  aoout  20  rods  North  of  the  old  location.  Th 
nearest  neighbor  was  five  miles  distant. 

This  pioueer,  Simeon  Prior,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
the  Old  Pay  State  Line  and  died  in  1837,  aged  84 — his  wife  di” 
in  1838,  aged  74.  They  are  buried  in  the  Northwest  corner 
the  Northampton  grave  yard,  where  an  unpretending  stone  mai^ 
their  vesting  place.  ^ ( 

In  1803,  Aaron  Norton,  afterwards  one  of  the  Judges  of  t ^ 
county  and  Wiley  Hamilton  erected  a gristmill  near  the  pla  ^ , 
where  French  & Prior’s  mills  now  are,  and  as  soon  as  it  starte  ^ 
as  the  next  most  necessary  article,  according  to  the  ideas  of  r^, 
cessity  in  those  days,  they  erected  a distillery,  which  like  Aaro^  j. 
rod,  budded,  blossomed,  and  brought  forth  fruit  in  a day.  sJ^ 
Webster,  from  Blanford,  in  Massachusetts,  the  millwright,  havi  j^ 
finished  his  job,  started  for  home  in  company  with  a negi  ^ 
taking  with  them  a gallon  of  whisky.  They  traveled  thirty  mil  ^ 
and  having  drank  up  the  whisky,  Webster  gave  out,  when 
negro  robbed  him  of  all  he  had,  and  left  him  to  perish  in  t , 
snow.  He  was  found  and  brought  back  to  Northampton  a.^ 
buried-— being  the  first  white  man  buried  in  that  town. 

Of  the  eleven  children  that  came  into  the  town  in  1802,  all 
yet  alive  but  two,  and  these  died  as  late  as  1846  and  ’47.  ^ , 

Few  towns  can  boast  of  as  much  health,  and  few  families  ^ 
as  great  longevity.  ^ 

In  1809  the  town  had  become  so  populous  as  to  requir<[' 


•chool,  and  Justus  Remington,  now  living  ill  Newburgh,  Cuj 


hoga  county,  opened  one  “to  teach  the  young  ideas  how 
ghoot,”  for  most  of  the  boys,  having  had  no  opportunity 
•choolin^,  knew  far  better  how  to  shoot  a bear  than  an  idea. 


Justice,  too  required  some  attention,  and  our  venerable  townsms 


Joshua  King,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Akron,  was  elected  and  ; 


stalled  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Northampton. 
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the  fall  of  1804,  William  Prior,  one  of  the  eleven  children 
meon,  who  is  now  living  in  Northampton,  in  a green  and 
'Oils  old  age,  and  to  whom  l am  greatly  indebted  for  many 
, cut  out  the  road  from  the  North  line  of  the  township  to 
?ortage,  which  was  then  looked  upon,  in  this  country,  liko 

I tot’s  Grocery — “ the  center  of  creation.”  Prior  carried  tho 
isions  and  baggage  for  the  surveyors  as  they  run  out  Tail- 
5,  and  used  as  a baggage  wagon,  a mule  that  came  to  his 
ir’s  from  the  woods,  but  was  afterwards  found  to  belong  to 
Phelps  of  Warren,  who  had  ridden  it  to  Sandusky  from 
ice  it  had  strayed. 

le  Indians,  at  the  commencement  of  the  settlement  were  very 
:y,  the  boundary  between  them  and  the  whites  being  the  West 
of  the  township.  When  sober,  they  were  generally  friendly, 
mokcrman  skano  quashigun  wes — that  is,  if  white  men  would 
them  bread  and  meat.  There  were  some,  however,  who  were 
and  as  proud  of  boasting  of  the  number  of  pale  faces  they 
killed,  as  were  the  ‘‘Indian  hunters”  of  the  number  of  “red 
8 ” they  had  slain.  Of  this  number  was  one  called  Indian 
son.  He  was  notorious  for  drunkenuess,  boasting  and  threaten- 
-constantly  hanging  round  the  distillery,  and  was  a curse  to 
settlement. 

here  was  an  old  Indian  hunter  living  in  Northampton  at  the 
i,  by  the  name  of  Jonathan  Williams,  who  was  brought  up  at 
t was  called  Indian  Wheeling.  He  could  neither  read  nor 
e.  He  used  to  say  he  could  have  had  an  education,  but  the 
ol  house  was  too  dry  for  him.  The  only  lesson  he  had  learn- 
ill  he  had  it  by  heart,  was  to  love  his  rifle  and  hate  an  Indian, 
idian  Willson  had  been,  one  day,  to  Ileman  Oviatt’s,  in  Ilud- 
, and  got  squally,  or  cockazy , as  the  Indians  called  it,  and  on 
way  back  to  Northampton  went  into  a house  where  he  found 
woman  and  two  little  children  alone.  lie  seized  them  by  the 
, flourished  his  scalping  knife  as  if  intending  to  take  their 
ps.  and,  after  frigtening  them  to  his  satisfaction,  left.  Soon 
t*,  Williams,  with  his  trusty  rifle,  entered,  and  on  hearing  tho 
mil’s  story,  pursued  after  the  Indian — who  came  up  missing, 
e was  never  seen  or  heurd  of  more  in  Northampb  n. 
illiams  said,  s gam  years  after,  if  they  wanted  to  l.now  where 
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Willson  was,  he  could  tell  them  where  he  last  saw  him,  and  th 


could  find  his  bones  and  rifle  in  Mud-brook,  for  he  put  them  ry: 


las 


tying 


Northampton.  Ills  first  wife  was  a Cackler,  a brother  of  hers  nt  ifo, 


!S»h 


lives  in  Franklin,  Portage  cointy.  Williams  has  a son  living 
Northampton,  who  is  a quiet  respectable  man,  not  seeming  to  iissetl 
herit  his  father’s  love  for  border  warfar,  or  hatred  of  the  Indiai.iglij 
The  Indians  inhabiting  the  towns  on  the  Cuyahoga  in  what 
now  Northampton,  were  Tawas  or  Otaways — on  the  opposite  ba: 
of  the  river  was  a Mingo  town,  inhabited  by  a part  of  the  tribe 
Logan,  the  Mingo  chief. 


Among  the  Tawas  was  a celebrated  chief,  called  Stigwanish  lint 


the  Indians,  and  Seneca,  by  the  whites.  He  was  a fine  specim  os 
of  a man;  tall,  dignified  and  of  pleasing  address.  In  his  yon  ere  ( 
he  had  been  addicted  to  intemperance,  and  in  one  of  his  drunk  nfo 
frolics  he  had  attempted  to  kill  his  squaw,  but  missing  her  befttf  f, 
he  sunk  his  tomahawk  into  the  head  of  his  favorite  pappoose,  w ;«t 


there  and  trampled  them  down  well.  The  traveller  can  see 
burial  place  of  Indian  Willson  when  he  crosses  the  stream  Not  r 
of  where  Orrin  Gilbert  used  to  live,  in  Stow,  at  what  is  called  t 
Green  house. 

This  Williams  was  the  person  who  shotNicksaw  when  the  corfl( 
pany  of  Moj.  Rogers  overtook  John  Mohawk  and  his  party 
Boston,  after  they  shot  Diver. 

Another  Indian  of  the  same  character  with  Willson,  lived  do 
on  Sugar  creek,  in  this  township,  who  often  boasted  of  his  exp 
its  in  killing  the  pale  faces.  He  had  a large  number  of  note! 
cut  in  the  handle  of  his  tomahawk,  which  he  said  told  the  nuuj 
her  he  had  killed.  One  day  this  Indian,  being  a little  squaSL{l 
came  into  a house  where  Williams  was,  and  said  he  had  killed 
many  pale  faces,  pointing  to  the  marks  on  his  tomahawk,  of  whi 
there  were  90 — but  he  was  not  yet  satisfied,  and  he  should  k iee 
one  more.  The  Indian  soon  after  left,  and  wasnever  again  hea,  ;s|a 
of.  Williams  use  to  say,  significantly,  he  will  never  make  t r01 
hundredth  notch  on  his  tomahawk. 

But  death,  at  last,  paid  Williams  in  his  own  coin,  and  shot  hi) 

He  appeared  to  inherit  the  habits  and  disposition  of  the  savaj 
in  dress,  living  and  temper.  His  second  wife  is  now  living 
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a lashed  to  her  back.  This  had  such  an  effect  on  Seneca  that 
3 1 ould  never  drink  any  ardent  spirits,  and  wine  and  cider  but 
|ingly.  He  professed  to  be  a great  friend  to  the  whites,  and 
,r  succeeded  in  impressing  them  with  that  idea  that  they  built 
block  house  on  the  river  to  secure  him  from  his  enemies. — 

IBarr,  of  Cleveland,  in  his  unpublished  manuscript,  has  adopt- 
ie  belief  that  he  was  the  friend  of  the  Americans  and  prob- 
b fell  a martyr  to  his  fidelity.  He  says  : 
iiiThe  last  time  I saw  Seneca — the  fine  old  fellow — was  at  Judge 
worth’s  in  Cleveland,  a short  time  before  hostilities  corn- 
ed with  Great  Britain.  He  expressed  to  me  a fear  that  war 
inevitable,  and  that  the  Indians,  instigated  by  the  British, 
d overwhelm  our  weak  settlements,  but  gave  the  strongest 
ances  that  if  it  should  be  possible  he  would  give  us  season* 
notice.  If  he  was  not  prevented  by  age  or  infirmities  from 
■|:eming  his  pledge,  he  was  probably  killed  by  his  own  people, 
Jfle  endeavoring  to  leave  their  lines,  or  by  some  of  ours  through 
Ifstake  of  his  character. 

t rom  a manuscript  of  William  Prior  now  before  me,  it  appears 
Mr.  Barr  was  wholly  mistaken  in  the  character  of  Seneca. — 
Prior  says : 

I I have  been  in  his  wigwam.  He  was  fat  and  sleek,  and  had 
■aft  as  neat  squaws,  for  wives,  as  I ever  saw.  He  appeared  civil 
friendly,  when  here,  but  I have  been  told  by  a person  who 
him,  that  he  saw  him  in  Detroit,  after  Hull’s  surrender* 
sed  from  head  to  foot  in  a British  uniform,  with  two  swords 
Igling  by  his  side.” 

rom  this  it  seems  with  all  his  pretensions  of  friendship  for 
Americans,  he,  with  the  other  Indians  on  the  Cuyahoga,  join- 
he  British  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  sub- 
juently  aihered  to  their  cause. 

ut  five  of  them  were  ever  known  to  return  after  the  war.  — 
>se  five  formed  a camp  at  the  upper  rapids  of  the  Cuyahoga^ 
re  Captain  D.  Mills,  of  Nelson,  Portage  county,  with  his  In- 
i hunters,  discovered  them  and  firing  upon  them  in  the  night, 
3d  four  out  of  the  five.  The  survivor  made  his  escape,  and 
u the  last  of  the  Tawas  ” on  the  Cuyahoga. 
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RICHFIELD.  f“ 
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i i t 

By  the  Treaty  of  Fort  McIntosh,  in  1785,  the  Cuyahoga,  Po  n 
tage  Path,  and  Tuscarawas  were  the  western  boundary  of  tj  pn 
United  States.  This  was  confirmed  by  what  is  called  Wayn*  1th 
Treaty,  made  at  Greenville,  August  3d,  1795,  in  which  the  chi^  efa 
of  twelve  tribes  were  present,  and  ratified  it.  The  land  on  t]  thi 
west  side  of  the  Cuyahoga  was  not  purchased  till  1805,  when  t\  Oh 
United  States  acquired  it  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Industry,  on  ti  ion 
Maumee.  This  Fort  was  on  the  land  of  a Wyandot  chief  by  tl  >pe 
name  of  Ogonst,  who,  with  his  tribe  hunted  on  the  grounds  b In 
tween  the  Maumee  and  Cuyahoga  in  connection  with  the  Miamiei  jl. ' 
Pottawatomies,  Delawares,  Shawnese,  Chippeways,  Ottaway  [gl- 
and Senecas.  There  was  also  a small  band  of  Mingoes  on  tl  m 
west  bank  of  the  Cuyahoga,  being  a part  of  the  Cayugas,  b\  nds 
formed  a distinct  band.  rial 

Richfield  being  Town  four,  in  range  twelve,  is  consequent'  th 
west  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and  became  a part  of  the  United  States  b ath 
the  Treaty  of  Fort  Industry  in  1805,  or  by  what  was  known  I at 
those  days,  as  “the  new  purchase.  ” On  the  conveyance  of  “tl  Ca 
Western  Reserve”  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  by  the  Stat  tr< 
of  Connecticut  to  “ the  Connecticut  Land  Company,”  Richfiel  Tl 
in  “ the  Drafts ,”  fell  to  four  proprietors.  Benjamin  Tallmad^ 
drew  the  N.  W.  quarter — Capt.  Smith  the  S.  W.  quarter, — a fanu  lot 
1 y by  the  name  of  Green  the  S.  E.  quarter,  and  Uriel  Holmes  th  ifo 
N.  E.  quarter — the  township  containing  16,000  acres.  In  181  not 
Capt.  Heman  Oviatt  purchased  the  N.  W.  quarter  of  the  Towi  e, 
ship  of-Col.  Tallmadge,  for  $5000-  tile 

Capt.  Oviatt  was  a native  of  Goshen,  Litchfield  County,  Cob  Tl 
necticut;  ana  being  possessed  of  an  active,  enterprising  spirit  ^ 
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; ) formed  the  resolution  of  emigrating  to  the  far  west.  He  ac- 
rdingly  left  his  native  town,  in  April,  1800,  and  started  for 
hat  was  then  a terra  incognita — the  unknown  west.  On  arriving 
; Bloomfield,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  he  found  David  Hudson 
•eparing  boats,  and  provisions  for  a voyage  to  Ohio.  They 
jreed  to  keep  company,  and  having  made  the  necessary  prepa- 
.tions,  they  left  Gerandequat  Bay,  on  lake  Ontario,  for  the  far 
gst,  in  open  boats.  They,  of  course  had  too  keep  along  shore 
id  take  advantage  of  favorable  winds.  As  their  history  and 
Pf  iventures  belong  more  properly  to  Hudson,  I shall  only  say  in 
ti  hgard  to  their  voyage,  that  they  arrived  safely  in  Hudson,  loca- 
ne'f  d their  land,  and  got  shelters  prepared  for  their  families.  In 
wf  e fall  of  that  year  Capt.  Oviatt  returned  to  Goshen,  and  on  the 
tt  i rth  of  January  following,  left  there,  with  his  family,  and  returned 
tl  Ohio,  where  they  arrived  on  the  22d  of  March  1801 — being 
tt  to  months  and  three  days  in  performing  a journey  that  can  now 
^ 5 performed  in  less  than  the  three  days. 

lie  In  1811  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  in  an  interview  with 
ieuol.  Tallmadge,  the  Colonel  expressed  great  fears  of  a war  with 
ijs  ngland,  and  that  a consequence  would  be  the  loss  of  our  wes- 
tl  :m  territory.  Capt.  Oviatt  inquired  what  he  would  take  for  his 
bi  nds,  when  the  Colonel  offered  them  for  $1,25  per  acre.  Capt. 

viatt  agreed  to  give  it,  and  thus  became  the  owner  of  one  fourth 
Qtl  j*  the  Township.  He  subsequently  took  his  father  and  brother 
slj  athaniel,  into  company  in  the  speculation,  and  in  the  fall  of 
nil  lat  year  Nathaniel  moved  on  to  the  land. 

tt(  Captain  Oviatt  continued  to  reside  in  Hudson  till  1836  when 
[at  e removed  into  Richfield,  where  he  now  resides, 
jell  The  real  centre  of  the  Town  is  at  what  is  called  the  east  cen- 
d{<  ;*e — but  John  Newton,  who  had  purchased  most  of  the  land 
jni  bout  the  centre,  refusing  to  sell  on  terms  that  induced  people 
til  > buy,  they  started  another  centre  about  half  a mile  west,  now 
81  nown  as  the  west  centre.  This  unfortunate  division  of  the  cen- 
fjr«e,  has  built  up  two  rival  villages,  which,  instead  of  aiding  eaeh 
iher  have  a tendency  to  put  each  other  down. 

!ipj  The  eastern  part  of  the  Township,  verging  toward  the  riveiy  is 
jit.&ry  hilly,  diversified  with  deep  “ gulls,”  and  almost  pcrpendie- 


124 


SUM  MIT  COUNTY. 


ular  basks.  The  western  part  is  not  so  hilly  but  the  whole  m 
be  called  rolling. 

From  a slight  geological  examination  I am  satisfied  the  easte 
part  is  rich  in  iron  ore,  and  the  whole  underlaid  with  fossil  sli 
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limestone.  Such  I found  to  be  the  case  in  the  same  range  of  hi' 


.1  )wn 


in  Bath,  and  I belive  it  to  be  so  in  Richfield. 

The  surface  is  particularly  adapted  to  grazing — the  weste' 
part  for  cattle — the  eastern  part  for  sheep;  and  no  township 
the  county,  perhaps,  has  turned  its  attention  more  to  this  subje< 
or  succeeded  better. 
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The  township  is  also  noted,  not  only  in  this  county, but  throug  ^ 
out  the  State,  for  its  excellent  fruit,  for  which  it  is  indebted' 
James  W.  Weld,  Esq.,  who  was,  and  still  is  devoting  his  attenti  ^ S 
to  the  production  of  the  choicest  kinds.  The  hills  in  this  tow  a- 
ship  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of  fruit,  partic  ^ 
larly  the  apple  and  grape ; and  the  soil  also  produces  whei 
corn,  and  oats,  but  is  better  adapted  to  grass. 

tin 


The  first  settler  in  Richfield  was  a man  by  the  name  of  Robe 


Mays,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania,  in  1810,  and  settled  on 
farm  now  owned  by  the  widow  of  John  Bigelow,  in  the  S. 
part  of  the  town.  He  was  the  counterpart  of  Daniel  Boone,  a i 
hated  civilization  and  the  Yankees.  His  wife  who  is  now  livii 
in  Hinckley,  in  Medina  county,  used  to  say  she  had  rather  e 
raw  potatoes  boiled  in  fresh  water  than  live  among  the  Yankee 
Mays  sold  out  to  John  Bigelow,  and  prepared  to  leave  the  intru 
ing  Yankees,  but  death  arrested  his  progress,  and  destroyed  h 
fond  hopes  of  a wilderness  life. 

The  first  pleasure  party  fitted  out  from  Richfield  was  to  tl 
Ayres  settlement  in  this  township — where  they  had  for  their  e] 
tertainment,  raw  turnips,  scraped  or  whole,  according  as  tlr 
taste  of  each  visiter  might  suggest.  Mays  had  a daughtc 
Mary,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  the  wit  as  well  as  the  belle  of  Riclf 
field.  As  was  the  custom  of  those  days,  when  there  were  i 
roads,  nor  the  means  of  conveyance  if  there  had  been,  Mtufr 
Mays  took  her  shoes  in  her  hand,  and  walked,  barefooted,  fro: 
Richfield  to  the  party.  As  they  were  partaking  of  their  pastor; 
supper  of  raw  turnips,  which,  had  much  the  flavor  of  horse  rac 
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h,  Mary  remarked  that  the  turnips  were  small  but  strong  enough 
> carry  double. 

Mays  had  a son,  John, 'who  was  as  noted  as  a pugilist,  as  Mary 
as  for  a wit.  He  committed  the  first  assault  and  battery  in  the 
>wn  by  beating  Nathaniel  Oviatt,  for  which  he  was  prosecuted 
efore  Iceman  Farnum,  Esq.,  who  was  the  first  Justice.  This 
fas  the  first  assault  and  battery,  and  was  the  first  trial  before 
le  first  Justice  in  the  town. 

An  associate  of  old  Mays  was  Abner  Robinson,  who,  as  well  as 
fays,  was  deemed  a poet.  Mays  and  Robinson  had  preserved 
le  characters  of  most  of  their  neighbors  in  immortal  verse,  and 
lough  the  poetry  was  not  always  the  sweetest  there  was  general- 
r some  point  to  the  moral.  Wild  honey  being  plenty  in  those 
ays,  metheglin  was  a favorite  beverage.  There  was  a man  re- 
ading, at  the  time,  near  where  Jonny  Cake  lock  is  now  located, 
y the  name  of  Jacob  Morter,  whose  character  for  honesty  did 
ot  stand  very  fair.  On  a certaia  occasion,  when  they  had  been 
rinking  pretty  freely  of  metheglin,  Morter  says,  to  Mays  and 
Lobinson,  if  you  will  make  some  poetry  on  me  I will  give  you  a 
allon  of  metheglin — upon  which  Robinson  responded  impromptu : 


Abner  Robinson,  and  Bob  Mays, 

They  think  they’re  worthy  of  great  praise, 

For  what  a neighbor  does,  that’s  wrong, 

Like  two  d — d fools,  they’ll  tell  in  song. 

Thus,  Jacob  Mprter,  as  ’tis  said. 

Steals  all  the  corn  that  makes  his  bread, 

And  while  his  neighbors  are  asleep 
The  paltry  scoundrel  steals  their  sheep. 

; Morter  paid  the  metheglin,  but  it  is  said  Robinson  and  Mays 
elished  the  metheglin  far  better  than  Morter  did  the  poetry. 

The  second  family  that  moved  into  the  township  was  Henry 
lallett.  He  settled  in  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  township,  on  the  lot 
ow  owned  by  Richard  Sweet.  Mallett  had  two  brothers,  John 
( nd  Daniel,  who,  as  well  as  himself  were  in  favor  of  a hard  cur- 
ency.  They  accordingly  erected  a mint,  on  a point  of  land,  ever 
ince  known  as  “ the  money  shop,”  just  over  the  line  in  Northa- 
mpton, and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Jonathan  Hale’s,  in 
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Bath,  where  they  manufactured  •«  the  hard  ” currency  to  ordc 
This  drew  around  the  settlement  a set  of  visiters  that  add* 
any  thing  but  respectability,  to  the  place  and  the  inhabitan 
determined,  if  possible  to  get  rid  of  them.  They  according  : 
called  a council  at  “ the  money  shop,’*  in  the  absence  of  tJ  ID° 
workmen,  when  it  was  moved,  and  carried  to  tear  down  the  min  1 
Jonathan  Hale,  who  dissented  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  aid  in  tl  ^ 
work,  turned  his  back  to  the  building,  when  he  heard  a fire  brat }W1 
whiz,  whiz,  and  on  looking  toward  the  money  shop  the  nes  ^ 
morning  he  saw  a smouldering  heap  of  ruins.  The  remains  < ^ 
the  old  forge  are  still  to  be  seen,  though  the  site  of  the  buildin 
is  now  overgrown  with  trees.  Notwithstanding  the  destruction^  ^ 
his  mint.  Mallet  continued  “ tinkering  with  the  currency,”  unr  ! 
he  was  finally  “ taken  into  the  employ  of  the  State”  and  he  died* 
Columbus. 


fli 


In  1811  John  Farnum,  from  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county,  Coi 
necticut,  came  into  the  township,  and  purchased  12G0  acres  1 fM 
the  North  part  of  the  town,  embracing  the  land  now  owned  b Da 
Everet  Farnum.  Hostilities  had  already  commenced  between  thj 1 
whites,  and  Indians,  by  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  althoug  l00' 
the  Indians,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  that,  to  them,  disastrou  w 
fight,  had  fled  from  the  township,  they  had  carried  with  them  aii^ 
embittered  hostility  to  the  whites.  Farnum  accordingly  prepare  ^ 
for  the  worst  by  erecting  a kind  of  block  house,  and  redoubt  tf 1011 
protect  himself  and  family  from  the  Indians.  The  house  erecte  ^ 
by  Farnum  w«as  about  a hundred  rods  East  of  the  one  now  occu  ^ 
pied  by  Everet  Farnum,  where  he  resided  during  the  war  of  1811  b 
with  his  family,  whom  he  moved  into  the  town  in  the  fall  of  tha  to 
year.  ^ 

Leeman  Farnum,  a son  of  John,  was  elected  the  first  Justice  if  to 
the  Peace  in  the  township,  in  April,  1816.  He  taught  the  firs10* 
school  in  the  town,  being  a Sunday  school,  in  which  he  taugh  ■ 
all  the  branches  of  a common  school  education..  “It  was  no1* 
then  known,”  says  Everett  Farnum,  from  whom  this  fact  was  ob'®I 
tained,  “ to  be  wicked  to  teach  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic^ 
on  Sunday.”  ^ 

In  the  fall  of  1811  Jared  Barnes,  from  Virginia,  and  Benaja!1*1 
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J/aine,  Jason  Philips,  and  Denton  E.  Buck  from  the  State  of  New 
j(  'ork,  moved  into  the  township.  Buck  erected  the  first  grist  mill 
1 Richfield,  which  consisted  of  a large  oak  stump,  hollowed  out 
g n the  top,  with  a pestle,  worked  by  a spring  pole.  This,  for  a 

I mg  time,  was  the  “ Town  Mill,”  the  remains  of  which  are  still 
Dj  3 be  seen. 

U In  1820  the  people  being  without  a stated  preacher,  met  in 
iE  own  council,  to  elect  a person  “ to  lead  in  meeting.”  The  can - 
B idates  were  Bradford  Sturdevant,  and  Elijah  Ellsworth.  On  a 
. ill  and  animated  canvass,  Ellsworth  was  declared  duly  elected, 
jj  js  to  hold  his  office  during  good  behaviour.  ” As  he  was  somewhat 
c ddicted  to  swearing  he  agreed  to  abandon  the  practice  so  long 
ir  s he  held  the  office  of  “conductor  of  meetings.”  He  has  fill- 
ip lied  his  engagement,  and  more  than  answered  the  expectations 
f his  friends.  The  conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this 
)E  ffice  gave  him  a claim  on  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  he 
j.(ras  elected  the  first  “train  band  captain”  in  the  town,  and 
nally  rose  to  the  post  of  colonel. 

I I The  inhabitants,  being  mostly  Yankees,  brought  the  love  of 
gj  ood  society,  and  education  with  them;  the  consequence  is  schools 
jg,re  located  in  all  parts  of  the  Township  ; and  in  the  winter  of 
B 835.  the  Legislature  chartered  an  Academy  which  is  located 
,e(  bout  midway  between  the  “ two  centres,”  and  maintains  an 
I ionorable  rank  as  a literary  institution. 

jji  The  town  was  organized  in  1816,  and  then  included  Bath, 
,'Iinckley,  and  in  fact  extended  west  to  an  indefinite  distance, 
jo  | 'wo  years  after  the  organization  of  the  township  they  settled  the 
isi  lev.  Mr.  Shaler,  who  was  the  first  settled  preacher  in  the  town. 

; ?he  fact  that  he  continues  at  his  post  to  the  present  time,  shows 
c I hat  he  has  a hold  on  the  affections  of  the  people  that  time  can- 
not destroy. 

The  Indians  inhabiting  this  township  were  Wyandots,  and  Ot- 
Jaways,  who,  on  the  retreat  of  Capt.  George,  after  the  battle  of 
^ Tippecanoe,  entirely  abandoned  the  township.  After  the  conclu- 
^ ion  of  the  war  of  1812  a party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  returned  to 
! heir  former  homes,  but  they  were  strangers  in  the  land  of  their 
j irth.  They  asked  permission  of  those  holding  their  former 
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homes  and  land,  to  erect  huts  to  protect  their  families,  whil 
they  were  hunting;  and  by  their  subdued  and  dejected  manner  F 
acknowledged  the  supremacy  of  the  whites. 

While  encamped  on  Farnum’s  land  some  of  the  young  Indian 
stole  some  green  corn,  but  the  old  Indians  made  them  return  i ^ 
and  ask  Farnum  to  punish  them.  Such  was  the  honesty  of  th  ^ei 
unenlightened  savages  ; but  the  whites  stole  their  horses,  and  b ^ 
continued  depredations  on  their  property  compelled  them  to  leav  stD 
the  township.  ire 

This  township  appears  to  have  been  a favorite  residence  of  th  ltar 
Indians,  who  resorted  to  it  for  hunting,  and  making  sugar ; an<  ^ 
maples  have  been  cut  in  the  township  with  a growth  of  two  hun  ^ 
dred  grains  outside  of,  and  over  the  boxing  of  the  Indians  for  th 
purpose  of  procuring  sap. 

Nicksaw,  who  was  with  John  Mohawk,  when  he  shot  Diver,  ii 
Deerfield,  in  1806,  was  killed  by  the  party  of  Maj.  Rogers,  01 
lot  eight,  in  the  N.  W.  corner  of  this  township,  near  where  He 
man  Oviatt  Jr.  now  lives.  The  Indians  were  discovered  at  Pon 
ty’s  camp  on  the  north  line  of  Boston,  but  they  fled  on  tin 
appearance  of  the  whites,  and  had  got  thus  far,  when  the  rifle 
and  deadly  aim  of  Jonathan  Williams  laid  poor  old  Nicksaw  ir 
the  dust.  He  was  a friendly  old  Indian,  and  nothing  but  a lov< 
of  barbarity  for  an  Indian,  because  he  was  an  Indiaii,  could  hav< 
induced  a white  man  to  kill  him.  His  squaw,  with  a papoose  or 
her  back,  was  with  him  when  he  was  killed.  She  hid  her  pa- 
poose in  a hollow  log,  and  made  her  escape.  On  her  return,  a 
few  days  after,  to  bury  her  husband,  she  found  her  papoose  in 
the  hollow  log,  in  fine  condition. 

The  Indians  buried  Nicksaw  on  the  ground  where  he  fell,  and, 
according  to  their  custom,  raised  a mound  over  him  to  commem 
orate  the  place  and  circumstances  of  his  death.  His  grave  is  ye  I 
to  be  seen. 

The  little  party  that  returned  after  the  war  of  1812,  were  the 
last  Indians  seen  in  Richfield.  Before  leaving  the  township,  on 
being  asked  why  they  were  going  to  leave,  one  of  the  old  chiefs 
raised  himself  to  his  full  height,  and  with  an  eye  flashing  with  a 
sense  of  injuries,  but  subdued  by  circumstances,  replied : — 
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I . “Iam  one  of  the  embers  of  an  almost  extinguished  race.  My 
{ rrave  will  soon  be  my  habitation.  The  winds  of  three  score 
years  and  ten  have  whistled  through  my  branches,  and  the  Great 
E!  Spirit  is  calling  me  to  the  Spirit  land. 

ill  My  people  are  like  the  scattered  stalks  that  remain  in  the  field 
In  when  the  tempest  has  passed  over  it. 

j)j  | The  Great  Spirit  ordained  us  for  the  forest,  and  our  habitation 
as  the  shade.  We  pursue  the  deer  for  our  subsistence,  but  they 
ire  disappearing  before  the  pale  faces,  and  the  red  man  must 
In  starve  or  leave  the  graves  of  his  fathers,  and  make  his  bed  with 
jjjihe  setting  sun.” 

Thus  ended  the  once  powerful  race  of  Indians  in  Richfield. 
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Which  is  Township  three,  in  Range  ten,  in  the  Partition  of  thi 
Connecticut  Land  Company,  fell  to  the  share  of  Joshua  Stow,  o 
Middletown,  Connecticut — from  whom  it  takes  its  name. 

In  looking  over  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  Middletown 
taken  in  1670,  we  find  Thomas  Stow,  Samuel  Stow,  and  Johi 
Stow — Thomas  Wetmore — George  Hubbard,  Joseph  Hubbard 
and  Thomas  Hubbard ; Mr.  Hamlin,  Edward  Turner,  Thomai 
Miller,  William  Chenney,  and  John  Wilcox,  who  were  the  ances 
tors  of  some  of  the  principal  families  in  Stow.  Joshua  Stow  th< 
proprietor  of  the  Township,  was  one  of  the  first  exploring  part} 
on  the  Western  Reserve,  which  landed  at  Conneaut,  July  4,  1796 
where  they  celebrated  our  nation’s  independence,  being  the  firsi 
celebration  of  the  kind  on  the  Reserve. 

Of  this  party,  consisting  of  forty -five  men,  two  women  and  oni 
ohild,  Mr.  Stow  was  Commissary,  and  for  his  accommodation  thej 
erected  a large  store  house,  which  they  named  “Stow  Castle. 

In  1799,  Joseph  Darrow  came  on  to  the  Reserve  with  Davie 
Hudson,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  called  Hudson,  where  he  re 
aided  till  June  1804,  when  Mr.  Stow  came  on  from  Mdidletownte 
make  a permanent  location  in  his  township.  He  employed  Mr 
Darrow  to  survey  out  his  township  into  lots,  which  he  did  in  th< 
course  of  the  season.  In  July,  1802,  William  Walker,  from  Vir- 
ginia, came  into  the  township,  and  built  a cabin  in  the  Nortl 
East  part  of  lot  89,  where  his  descendants  yet  reside.  Hit 
brother  Robert  came  on  with  him,  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  ol 
eighty-four  years.  Their  sister,  widow  Joshua  Stewart,  came  or 
with  them,  and  is  still  living.  In  July,  1804,  William  Wetmore, 
and  Gregory  Powers  came  on  with  their  families,  from  Middle- 
town,  and  stopped  in  Hudson  till  they  could  erect  shanties  oi 
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their  land  in  Stow.  Wetmore  (or  Judge  Wetmore  as  he  is  more 
properly  called)  built  the  second  house  in  the  township  which 
was  about  20  rods  easterly  from  the  North  West  corner  of  lot  30 
— on  which  Gen.  Gross’  tavern  stands;  on  the  South  East  corner 
of  the  same  lot,  some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  Judge  Wetmore, 
having  completed  his  shantee  moved  his  family  into  it. 

Gregory  Powers  (or  Captain  Powers  as  he  was  called)  built  his 
shantee  on  the  South  East  corner  of  lot  85,  on  what  is  now  called 
the  Dunbar  farm,  and  moved  into  it  in  August  of  the  same  year. 
Judge  Stow  having  appointed  Judge  Wetmore  his  agent,  returned 
to  Connecticut. 

In  April  1803,  Joseph  Darrow  married  Sally  Prior,  of  North- 
ampton,  being  the  first  couple  married  in  that  township  ; and  in 
September  1804,  he  purchased  lot  86  in  Stow,  on  which  he  erect- 
ed a house,  where  he  still  resides  at  the  good  old  age  of  three 
score  and  seventeen.  He  was  born  at  Lebanon  Springs,  New 
York,  in  1774. 

In  April,  1806,  George  Darrow.  the  father  of  Joseph  Darrow, 
came  to  Stow,  with  his  family.  He  built  a frame  barn,  28  by 
36  feet,  which  was  the  first  frame  building  erected  in  the  town- 
ship. He  died  the  20th  of  November,  1809 — being  the  third 
person  that  died  in  the  township  ; Elizabeth  Gaylord  having  died 
the  same  year,  but  a little  while  before. 

In  1805,  emigration  into  the  township  became  quite  common, 
and  it  began  to  assume  the  appearance  of  civilization..  In  Feb- 
ruary 1807,  the  wife  of  Gregory  Powers  died  at  the  birth  of  her 
Bon  William  ; being  the  second  birth  and  first  death  in  the  town- 
ship. She  was  the  first  person  buried  in  Darrow  Street  Grave- 
yard. Mary  Campbell,  daughter  of  John  Campbell,  and  now 
the  wife  of  Orrin  Burdick,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Stow. 

In  1808  the  township  was  organized,  and  Judge  Wetmore  was 
elected  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  county  of  Portage 
3eing  organized,  in  August  of  that  year,  he  was  appointed  Clerk 
)f  the  Court,  and  removed  to  Ravenna  ; but  finding  it  inconven- 
ent,  and  not  much  profit  to  be  Clerk  of  a Court  in  a new  county 
without  business,  he  resigned  the  office  and  moved  back  to  Stow, 
md  located  on  the  farm  East  of  “ Wetmore  Pond,”  where  he 
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erected  the  white  house,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  in  which  he 
lived  till  the  time  of  his  death,  October  9,  1827. 

Captain  Powers  lived  in  the  township  till  the  summer  of  1833, 
when  he  died.  He  was  a Neapolitan  by  birth,  a ‘privateersman 
by  profession,  and  in  all  the  departments  of  life  an  eccentric 
genius.  The  incidents  of  his  life  would  fill  volumes. 

In  1806,  John  C.  Singletary  married  his  daughter,  Harriet 
Powers.  They  were  married  at  the  house  of  the  bride’s  father, 
by  Judge  Wetmore,  and  were  the  first  couple  married  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Singletary,  while  courting  his  wife,  was  doing  a 
job  of  chopping  for  Captain  Powers,  and  rather  took  the  old  mac 
in  by  falling  the  timber  he  cut  from  the  piece  he  was  clearing  in 
to  the  adj  fining  woods,  making  double  work  of  the  next  clearing. 
The  old  Captain  kept  still  till  the  wedding  was  over,  and  the 
chain  riveted  fast,  when  the  old  man  stepped  out  in  front  of  the 
newly  married  couple,  and  said  to  the  bridegroom : “ John,  whec 
you  cleared  that  land  for  me  you  cheated  me  like  hell,  but  you 
have  got  the  worst  of  it  this  time.” 

Among  the  incidents  of  early  life  in  the  woods,  I will  give  yov 
a sample,  illustrating  character  as  strongly  as  the  story  of  “ Put- 
nam and  the  Wolf.  ” The  only  difference  is,  the  actors  in  the 
one  case  were  a General  and  a Wolf ; in  the  other  a backwoods 
man  and  two  Bears : 

In  the  winter  of  1808,  Joseph  Darrow  took  his  rifle  and  started 
for  the  Pine  Swamp  in  Hudson,  in  pursuit  of  game.  He  had  nol 
proceeded  far,  before  he  started  up  two  bears,  which  he  follow- 
ed till  three  or  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  “holed’ 
in  a ledge  of  rocks  in  Boston.  Darrow  returned  home  and  gol 
his  father  and  his  brother  George,  (now  Col.  Darrow)  his  brothei 
James,  and  David  Prior  to  accompany  him.  They  all  started 
early  next  morning,  and  arriving  at  the  ledge  found  the  bears 
had  not  left  the  den.  They  found  another  hole  at  which  the 
bears  might  go  out,  but  this  they  closed  with  a large  stone,  and 
one  of  the  company  was  placed  sentinel  over  it.  The  others 
went  to  the  hole  at  which  the  bears  entered,  and  Joseph  Darrow, 
with  his  rifle  crawled  in,  on  his  hands  and  knees,  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet,  when  he  spied  the  bears  lying  in  their  bed  of  dry 
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leaves.  He  took  aim  at  the  head  of  one  of  them,  and  fired.  As 
soon  as  the  shock  of  the  report,  among  the  rocks  had  subsided* 
he  crawled  out,  reloaded  his  rifle,  and  again  entered.  When  he 
got  near  to  the  nest  he  found  that  one  of  them  was  dead,  and  the 
other,  apparently  much  frightened,  was  trying  to  get  out  of  the 
hole  they  had  stopped  up.  He  stuck  his  nose  out,  when  the 
ei  man  stationed  there,  shot  him  through  the  head.  Three  hun- 
dred pounds  of  bear’s  meat  rewarded  the  captors. 

Among  the  early  settlers  was  Thomas  Rice,  an  eccentric  genius, 
full  of  fun  and  animation.  His  worst  fault  was,  he  loved  his 
enemy.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  was  captain  of  the  Stow  train 
J band ; and,  as  was  the  custom  of  those  days,  the  men  went  round 
Jon  “training  day”  morning,  and  fired  up  the  officers,  who,  in 
J return  were  expected  “ to  treat.”  The  captain  was  up  to  that, 
.jj  and  had  commenced  operation,  on  himself  before  the  men  arrived. 
When  they  had  performed  the  unnecessary  ceremony  of  firing  to 
wake  up  the  captain,  and  get  their  bitters,  their  patriotism  began 
to  flare  up,  and  the  captain  in  full  uniform,  sword  in  hand* 
marched  out  to  his  bee-hives  and  swore  he  would  show  them 

how  he  would  use  the  d d British  red  coats.*”  and  suiting  the 

action  to  the  word,  he  hit  the  hive  a tremendous  blow  and  cap- 
sized it.  The  bees,  according  to  order,  did  turn  out,  and  report- 
ed themselves  to  the  Captain,  who  considering  discretion  the  bet- 
ter part  of  valor,  beat  a retreat.  The  Captain  was  so  tormented 
about  his  battle  with  the  mimic  British,  that  he  flung  up  his 
commission. 

This  township  is  celebrated  for  being  the  scene  of  a hurricane 
in  1837.  On  the  20th  of  October,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  it  passed  in  an  average  breadth  of  thirty-five  rods, 
from  South-West  to  North-East,  carrying  destruction  in  its  pro- 
gress. The  house  of  Frederick  Sandford,  about  a mile  East  of 
the  “Green  House,”  was  raised  from  its  foundation,  and  torn 
into  ten  thousand  fragments.  The  family  were  asleep,  anticipa- 
ting no  harm,  until  amid  the  ruin  of  their  dwelling,  they  found 
themselves  irresistably  carried  through  the  air.  Under  the  fal- 
len timbers  were  subsequently  found  the  lifeless  bodies  of  Mr. 
3andford’s  mother,  and  his  two  sons.  Mr.  Sandford  was  found 
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alive,  but  so  mangled  that  he  died  soon  after  be  was  found  ; and 
Mrs.  Sandford’s  daughter,  bruised  and  mangled,  who  alone  sur- 
vived. Many  hogs  and  cattle  were  killed  by  the  falling  timber. 
The  bed  on  which  the  daughter  slept  was  found  in  the  top  of  a 
tree,  thirty  feet  from  the  ground  ! and  another  bed  was  found  a 
mile  distant ! An  ox  cart  was  blown  thirty  rods,  and  must  have 
passed  directly  over  the  barn. 

This  township  is  beautifully  diversified  with  hill,  dale,  river 
and  lake,  The  Cuyahoga  passes  through  it  from  East  to  the 
South- West  corner,  when  it  passes  into  Talmadge  at  Cuyabgoa 
Falls.  Stow  Lake,  or  “ Wetmore’s  Pond,”  as  it  is  sometimes^ 
called,  is  a beautiful  sheet  of  water,  about  a mile  in  width,  and, 
in  places,  so  deep,  that  it  has  never  been  sounded.  It  has  no  in-*^ 
let  except  springs  in  its  bottom,  and  but  one  outlet,  a small 
stream  on  its  southern  border  running  a few  rods,  and  falling^ 
into  the  Cuyahoga.  The  waters  are  very  pure,  affording  a beau-  M 
tiful  resort  for  sailors,  or  swimmers.  A small  steam  or  sail  ves-^01 
gel  is  usually  kept,  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 

This  township,  like  most  others,  met  with  its  hopes  and  disap-Me 
pointments,  in  the  fluctuations  of  1837-8.  A gentleman  froi 
Boston,  by  the  name  of  Monroe,  purchased  some  land,  on  th< 
river,  three  miles  East  of  Cuyahoga  Falls,  and  laid  out  a town 
which  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  * 4 Monroe  Falls.  ” A mi 
manufactory,  blacksmith  shop,  stores,  and  a bank  followed.  I 
became  the  resort  of  the  elite  of  Boston,  and,  for  a while, 
the  place  of  fashion.  The  sober  realities  of  life  followed.  Th< 
mill,  and  some  splendid  banks  of  earth,  in  the  shape  of  farms, 
are  nearly  all  that  remain — affording  more  real,  and  cer 
profits  than  did  their  Bank,  which  gave  out  only  a promise  toj 
pay  without  any  intention  of  fulfilling.  An  immense  sight  of 
money  was  expended  in  the  enterprise,  which  ended  in  disap- >at: 
pointment,  and  the  pecuniary  ruin  of  those  engaged  in  it. 
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This  is  Town  one,  in  range  Ten,  and  was  an  equalizing  Town- 
j trip.  It  was  surveyed  out  by  Simon  Perkins,  in  the  summer  of 
! 806.  He  first  ran  a North  and  South  line  through  the  center  of 
le  Township,  the  East  half  of  which  was  set-to  Town-4,  Range  8, 

| Shalersville]  to  make  that  equal  with  the  average.  A strip  off 
le  West  side  of  the  Township  was  also  attached  to  Shalersville. 
halersville  was  drawn,  and  belonged  to  Shaler  of  Middletown, 
jj.  lonnecticut,  father  of  Judge  Charles  Shaler  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
ither-in-law  of  Commodore  McDonough,  of  Lake  Champlain. — 
tp.  i haler  sold  the  East  half  to  Olds,  Collar,  and  More,  of  what  is 
ow  Mahoning  County,  and  the  strip  off  the  West  side  to  Henry  t 
g nri  Charles  Chittendon. 

ty  The  first  settler  in  the  Townshsp  was  Ariel  Bradley,  who  settled 
H 1 1 lot  12,  Shaler  Tract,  where  he  yet  resides.  His  first  house, 

Ii  i id  the  first  in  the  Township,  stood  about  twelve  feet  North  of 
m | le  one  he  now  lives  in,  in  the  village  of  Mogadore ; which  has 
| sen  laid  out  on  the  lot  on  which  Bradley  settled, 
g ! Bradley  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  in  1767.  Natu- 
*ii  frily  of  a strong  discriminating  mind,  he  vas  employed,  with  sue* 
d { 2ss,  when  a boy,  in  scenes,  and  business  which  would  have 
^jipalled  older,  and  more  experienced  heads.  Just  before  the 
upiittle  of  White  Plains  in  1776,  young  Bradley  being  then  only 
ne  years  old,  was  employed  by  Gen.  Washington  to  enter  the 
ritish  camp  as  a spy.  He  took  an  old  horse,  and  putting  a load 
I grain  on  his  back,  got  astride  of  it  himself,  and  boldly  passed 
ithin  the  British  lines  under  pretence  of  going  to  mill.  He  was 
rested,  as  he  expected  to  be,  and  taken  to  the  British  camp  for 
hmination.  Here,  without  exhibiting  any  unusual  curiosity,  he 
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observed  all  that  was  going  on.  A long  consultation  was  held  by 
the  officers,  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  him,  but  young  Brad 
ley  acted  the  “ Jonny  Raw  ,”  so  completely  that  they  finally  dis- 
missed him  ; thinking  him  more  fool  than  spy.  As  he  was  leavinj 
one  of  the,  officers  remarked: — “I  believe  the  little  devil  wil 
betray  us.”  The  mill  boy  made  his  way  back  to  the  America 
camp  with  the  desired  information.  In  1801,  in  company  wit] 
Belden,  and  Simeon  Crane,  (since  then  of  Shalersville)  he  remov  -;| 
ed  to  Canfield,  Mahoning  county.  They  left  Salisbury  on  the  14t! 
of  June  1801,  and  arrived  in  Canfield  in  August  of  that  year. 

He  remained  in  Canfield  till  1805,  when  he  removed  to  Suffield, 
Portage  county,  and  settled  on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Ken 
farm.  Having  remained  in  Suffield  a little  over  a year,  he  re^| 
moved  to  Springfield,  and  settled  on  lot  12,  in  what  is  now  Mog 
adore,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

When  he  came  into  Canfield  but  little  could  be  obtained,  No: 
West  of  the  Ohio  River,  to  alleviate  hunger,  except  by  the  chase 
Wheat  and  flour  were  brought,  on  pack  horses,  from  Georgetown 
on  the  Ohio ; and  salt  was  an  unknown  article.  In  1802  Bradiejj 
went  to  Georgetown  for  breadstuff,  but  was  unable  to  get  a pounc; 
of  flour,  or  meal.  A man  there  had  raised  a little  wheat,  an 
Bradley  got  the  privilege  of  pounding  out  some,  with  which  he| 
started  home  through  the  woods.  On  his  way  back,  and  when  a 
bout  thirteen  miles  south  of  Canfield,  his  horse  was  taken  sick^j 
and  he  was  compelled  to  camp  out  in  the  woods.  He  hitched  hit 
horse,  and/or  his  own  security  climbed  a tree.  Soon  after  darl 
the  wolves  surrounded  him,  determined  to  have  him,  or  his  horse. 
Bradley  was  not  disposed  to  surrender  either,  and  desending  fro: 
the  tree  he  procured  a good  club  with  which  he  stood  sentry  ove: 
his  horse,  and  cargo  of  wheat.  As  the  wolves  would  come  nei 
him  he  would  strike  at  them  and  they  would  retreat.  Near  morn- 
ing, one,  more  brave  than  the  rest,  came  so  near  that  he  hit  hi 
over  the  head.  The  fellow  sounded  a retreat,  and  the  rest  follow* 
cd  with  tremendous  yells. 

In  1807,  soon  after  Bradley  moved  into  Springfield,  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  Benjamin  Baldwin,  Nathan  More,  and  Ruben  Tupper, 
all  of  whom  were  originally  from  Salisbury,  from  which 
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^ !emove<J  to  Canfield.  Baldwin  settled  just  across  the  Town  line 
^ ?est  from  the  K<nt  farm,  wliere  he  died  in  1847. 

13  John  Hall  2d,  and  his  brother,  came  into  Springfield  in  1807, 
^ ,nd  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  He  was  then 
^ bout  eighteen  years  old,  his  brother  was  still  younger.  He  built 
11  he  log  cabin,  near  the  spring,  in  front  of  his  present  house,  which 
^ i still  standing.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a road,  to  or  from 
)T  iis  house.  As  Indians  were  plenty  he  and  his  brother  dare  not 
^ leep  in  the  house,  but,  at  night,  would  make  up  a fire,  in  the 
~ Louse,  and  then  take  their  guns,  and  go  into  a cornfield,  to  sleep ; 
H tationing  themselves  s>  that  they  could  see  any  one  entering  the 
51l!  oor.  In  this  manner  they  passed  the  first  summer  and  fall. 
re* 1 Robert  Hall,  from  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  moved  into 
3?  lipring  field  the  same  year,  and  settled  on  the  farm  lately  owned 
y Henry  G.  Weaver,  between  Middlebury  and  Mogadore.  He 
ied  in  the  summer  of  1808,  by  the  bursting  of  a blood  vessel,  and 
8S  ras  the  first  person  that  died  in  the  Township,  He  was  buried  in 
ro.  le  grave  yard  North  East  of  Middlebury. 

lfj  The  first  white  child  born  in  the  Township  was  Jane  Hall  a 
ji  aughter  of  R »bert  Hall,  who  married,  and  is  nowliviug,  a widow, 
il  i Indiana.  She  was  born  in  1809. 

to  | The  first  marriage  in  the  township  was  in  1810.  John  Hall,  a 
t m of  Rooert.  to  Margaret  Blair.  They  both  died  in  Huron 
eki  ounty. 

M | In  1812  Randolph,  Suffield,  Springfield,  Tallmadge,  formed  ona 
tfl;'ownship,  and  furnished  one  military  company,  of  which  Bala 
# [ubbard  was  Captain,  Ariel  Bradley  Lieutenant,  and  Aaron  West- 
« »n,  Ensign.  Weston  was  also  Ensign  of  the  Company  of  volun- 
€ eers  under  Captain  John  Campbell,  who  were  surrendered  by 
» feneral  Hull. 

n After  Hull’s  surrender  a draft  was  made,  and  eight  were  taken 
i ! *om  Springfield  : — Joseph  D.  Baird,  John  Hall,  Timothy  Hol- 
t >mb,  Alaxinder  Hall,  James  Baird,  Lee  More,  Nathaniel  De- 
iven,  and  Martin  Willis,  who  went  as  a substitute.  They 
ill-  *l>nged  to  the  company  commanded  by  Captain  Lusk,  of  Hudson 
4 j eutenant  Holcomb,  of  Hudson,  resigned  to  John  Cairis,  of  Roots- 
j wn,  who  was  second  Lieutenant.  Hiram  King,  formerly  of  Mid- 
ebury,  was  Ensign.  They  belonged  to  the  Regiment  commanded 
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by  Col.  Rayen,  of  Youngstown,  in  the  Brigade  of  Gen.  Simon  Per- 
kins. 

Joseph  D.  Baird,  Timothy  Holcomb,  Nathnniel  Dehavcn,  and 
Lee  More  are  yet  living.  John  Hall  died  in  Huron  county  : Alex- 
ander Hall  died  at  camp  Huron.  James  Baird  died  at  La  Grange,^ 
Indiana,  and  Martin  Willis  died  on  his  way  home, at  Tinker’s  Creek. ^ 

On  the  return  of  the  wreck  of  Hull's  army,  after  his  surrendei 
at  Detroit,  the  ‘‘Ohio  volunteers,”  under  Col’s.  Cass,  and  Me 
Arthur  passed  through  Springfield,  and  encamped  on  the  bank  ol 
the  river  near  the  south  end  of  the  bridge  at  *•  Clinton’s  mill.’] 
Samuel  Elliott,  the  father  of  John,  and  Jehu  Elliott,  who  th 
lived  where  Jehu  Elliott  now  does,  measured  off  half  an  acre  ol 
green  corn,  and  turned  it  out  to  the  Soldiers,  who  picked  am 
.roasted  it  for  their  suppers.  The  fcllowiug  year  Major  Croghai 
when  going  on  to  the  lines  with  his  command,  encamped  on  the] 
same  ground. 

At  that  time  Doctor  Joseph  DeWolf,  of  Ravenna,  was  the  onl; 
practising  Physician,  except  Dr.  Ashmun  of  Hudson  between! 
Cleveland  and  Canfield.  DeWolf  being  a Democrat,  and  a stron] 
supporter  of  the  war,  could  do  no  less  then  attend  on  the  sick, 
and  wounded  Soldiers,  as  they  were  returning  from  what,  to  themj 
was  worse  then  sickness  : Hulls  disgraceful  surrender.  lie  rodfij 
night  and  day,  in  performing  that  unpaid  office  of  humanity. — 
The  poor  soldiers  owe  him  a debt  of  gratitude,  and  his  4ount: 
ought  to  compensate  him.  Many  a political  brawler  has  receive 
thousands  of  Dollars  for  far  less  meritorious  service  than  thatper-J 
formed  by  Dr.  DeWolf  in  relieving  the  sick  of  the  “Ohio  Volun 
teers.-”  Whatever  may  become  of  the  pecuniary  obligation  of  this 
Government  to  him,  let  not  the  debt  of  gratitude  be  cancelled  b; 
the  Statue  of  limitation. 

The  last  of  June  1812  a report  came  into  Springfield  that  the| 
Greentown  Indians  had  unburied  the  hatchet,  and  were  approach- 
ing the  settlement.  The  inhabitants  made  arrangements  for  pro-1 
tecting  themselves  and  the  more  exposed  left  the  Township  for  a] 
more  secure  location. 

Mrs.  Henry  Cliittendon,  who  then  Jiving  on  the  Brittan  farm, 
was  forgotten  in  the  excitement,  and  remained,  with  her  little; 
children,  alone,  and  unprotected,  till  the  rumor  was  ascertained 
to  be  groundless. 
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After  the  surrender  of  Hull,  a “press"  was  made  ontheinhab- 
ants,  for  horses,  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

David  Preston,  of  Tallmadge,  and  others,  were  in  the  employ 
the  United  States,  collecting  horses,  in  Springfield.  The  Rev. 
Ir.  Beers  of  Springfield  had  five  horses  when  the  “ press  gang  ” 
ailed  on  him.  He  agreed  if  they  would  not  take  any  of  his  that 
e would  pilot  them  to  the  shanty  of  Hall,  where  they  could  get 
first  rate  one.  They  accordingly  let  the  Priest  elf,  and  hepilot- 
1 them  through  the  woods  to  Hall’s.  Just  as  the  “ press  ” got 
ito  the  clearing  of  Hall,  to  catch  his  horse,  lie  happened  to  come 
orac,  and  thinking  he  had  a better  right  to  the  horse  than  the 
Jnited  States,  he  let  down  the  bars,  and  started  his  horse  into  the 
oods,  and  thus  saved  his  property. 

Springfield  was  organized  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1808. — 
t was  then  a part  of  Trumbull  county,  the  first  entry  in  the  reo- 
rd.°  of  the  Township  being  : 

“ At  a meeting  held  in  the  Township  of  Springfield,  County  of 
rumbull , and  State  of  Ohio.”  Springfield  then  embraced  not 
nly  what  is  now  Springfield,  but  also  Randolph  and  Suffield  in 
ortage  county,  and  Tallmage,  Portage,  and  Coventry  in  Summit. 
At  the  election,,  on  the  day  of  the  organization,  Josiah  Ward,  of 
hat  is  now  Randolph,  was  one  of  the  Judges;  Jonathan  Foster 
f what  is  now  Mantua,  Clerk  ; John  Goss,  of  Randolph,  and  Ben- 
min  Baldwin,  of  Springfield,  and  Stephen  Upson  of  Tallmadge, 
rustees. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1809,  Benjamin  Baldwin  was  sworn  ip.  as 
ustice  of  the  Peace,  being  the  first  Justice  elected  in  the  Town- 
lip.  Joseph  Harris,  now  of  Harrisville,  Medina  county,  held 
7er  by  virtue  of  an  election  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
ownship. 

As  a specimen  of  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  those  days,  I 
Ter  the  following  extract  from  the  Town  Record  : 

“At  a meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  the  first  Monday  in  March, 
l the  year  of  our  Lord  1810,  they  settled  with  all  and  balanced 
acounts ; supervisor  James  McCormic,  excepted.  Found  due 
•om  him  two  dollars  forty  cents,  for  which  said  James  gave  hi8 
ate,  payable  in  labor  on  some  county  road  in  Springfield  on,  or 
afore  the  first  of  April  next,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-two  and  a half 
ants  per  day.” 
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The  first  school  in  the  township  was  taught  by  Reuben  Upson 
it  the  winter  of  1812.  The  school  house  stood  near  Cass’  camp- 
ing ground. 

In  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth,  Springfield  stands  one  of 
the  first  Townships  in  the  county.  Stone  coal  is  abundant,  but 
the  beds  have  not  been  worked  sufficiently  to  afford  a complete 
test  of  their  yield.  But  the  great  mineral  wealth  of  the  Township 
consists  in  the  Potter’s  clay  from  which  stone  ware  is  manufac- 
tured. 

Immense  ammounts  of  the  clay  are  carried  to  other  States,  and 
even  to  Canada.  In  fixing  a tariff  of  duties,  for  Canada,  John 
Bull  laid  a heavy  duty  on  Stone  ware  manufactured  in  the  States, 
but  not  on  clay.  The  enterprising  Yankees  came  it  over  him  by 
carrying  the  clay  to  Canada,  and  manufacturing  it  there. 

There  are  twelve  potteries  in  operation  in  Springfield,  which 
average,  annually,  500,000  gallons  of  manufactured  Stone  ware, 
which  is  worth  five  cents  a gallon.  As  the  clay  is  inexhaustable 
other  potteries  will  spring  up  as  the  call  for  the  manufactured 
article  increases. 

The  Little  Cuyahoga  River,  which  runs  through  this  Township, 
affordes  some  fine  mill  sites.  One  branch  of  it  haveing  its  rise  in 
Suffield  Lake,  and  the  other  in  Springfield  Lake,  the  flood  of 
water  is  generally  very  uniform.  To  secure  a full  supply  of 
water,  at  all  times,  a company  in  Middlebury,  a few  years  ago, 
got  a special  Act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  them  to  raise 
Springfield  Lake  six  feet,  and  lower  it  four,  from  its  natural  level. 
As  the  surface  of  this  Lake  is  about  a mile  in  diameter  this  rise 
and  fall  affords  a sufficient  supply  on  which  to  draw  when  other 
•ources  fail.  The  right  is  now  owned  by  the  mill  owners  in  Akron. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  just  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
on  the  Springfield  Lake,  there  is  ofteu  heard  a peculiar  moaning 
sound,  that  is  audible,  at  times  for  miles.  The  first  time  it  wae 
noticed  was  in  1813,  by  James  McKnight,  while  out  hunting. — 
He,  supposing  it  to  be  some  huge  animal,  started  with  his  gun, 
and  little  boy,  now  Francis  McKnight  of  Springfield,  in  pursuit 
The  sound  appeared  to  be  near  the  outlet,  at  the  North  East  part 
of  the  Lake.  In  crossing  the  Lake,  on  the  ice,  when  near  the 
deepest  part,  it  being  very  dark  he  stepped  into  an  "air  hoU* 
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*nd  went  entirely  under,  but  holding  on  to  his  rifle,  which  reach, 
ed  across  the  hole,  he  drew  himself  out  by  it,  and  thus  saved  him- 
self. The  longest  cords  that  have  been  tried,  or  that  can  be 
procured,  cannot  sound  the  Lake  in  its  deepest  parts.  A few 
years  ago  a Steamboat  was  placed  on  it  for  pleasure,  but  it  did 
! not  pay  expenses. 

As  a wheat  growing  Township  Springfield  “ can’t  be  beat.**— 
The  soil  is  generally  a rich,  black,  sandy  loam,  and  an  industri- 
ous, hardy  population  have  given  much  of  it  the  appearance  of  a 
garden. 
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This  Township  derived  its  name  from  Col.  Benjamin  Tailmadge, 
of  Litchfield,  Connecticut.  It  is  Town  2,  in  Range  10,  and  was 
originally  drawn  by  two  companies,  called  the  Brace  Company, 
and  the  Rockwell  Company.  The  Brace  Company  consisted  of 
Jona  Brace,  Justin  Ely,  Roger  Newberry,  Elijah  White,  and 
Enoch  Perkins.  Brace  was  one  of  the  celebrated  men  in  Connec- 
ticut Western  Reserve,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernor’s Council  in  Connecticut,  under  the  old  charter  of  King 
Charles,  before  the  adoption  of  a State  Constitution.  The  other 
company  was  composed  of  Azariah  Rockwell,  Abram  Root,  Oliver 
Dickinson,  and  Stephen  W.  James.  Subsequently  Col.  Tailmadge, 
and  Ephraim  Starr  purchased  the  interest  of  the  last  named  com- 
pany, and  became  tenants  in  common  with  the  Brace  Company. 

The  lines  of  this  township  were  run  in  July,  1797,  by  Arazi  At- 
water, who  died  in  Mantua,  Portage  County,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1851,  and  Wareham  Shephard,  who  is  still  living,  at  Westfield, 
Massachusetts — the  only  survivor  of  the  surveying,  and  explor- 
ing parties  of  1796,  and  1797.  Atwater  selected  his  land  in 
Mantua,  while  surveying  out  the  Reserve,  and  settled  on  it  in 
1800,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 

The  Township  of  Tailmadge  was  drawn  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1798,  six  months  after  the  lines  were  run.  Soon  after  the  town- 
ship Was  drawn  the  proprietors  procured  a Surveyor,  by  the  name 
of  Caleb  Palmer,  to  run  it  out  into  twenty-five  sections  of  one 
mile  square  ; and  on  the  19th  of  May,  1803,  they  made  partition, 
by  which  the  Brace  Company  took  all  West  of  a North  and  South 
line  running  half  a mile  West  of  the  centre.  Starr  took  three 
sections  on  the  centre  line,  beginning  on  the  North  line  of  the 
township,  and  Tailmadge  tcok  the  balance  of  the  township. 
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The  first  permanent  settlement  was  made  by  the  Rev.  David 
Bacon,  a missionary  sent  out  by  the  missionary  society  of  Con- 
necticut, in  the  fall  of  1807.  He  not  only  formed  the  first  settle- 
ment, but  gave  tone  to  the  morals  aud  fashion  to  the  society,  that 
is  still  visible. 

He  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  in  1771,  and  died  at 
Hartford  in  August,  1817, 

Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  New  England,  theology,  Mr.  Bacon 
conceived  the  project  of  transplanting  it  into  the  Western  world. 
A religious  colony  was  his  favorite  theory,  in  which  all  should  be- 
lieve alike,  and  be  bound  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  gos- 
pel, by  a tax  on  the  land,  which  should  be  tantamount  to  a mort- 
gage on  the  property.  Mingled  with  this  idea  was  also  to  some 
extent,  the  theory  of  a community  of  interest.  To  bo  able  to 
carry  out  this  theory,  Mr.  Bacon  had  previously  purchased  from 
Tallmadge  and  Starr  12,001)  acres  of  land,  at  $1,50  per  acre,  for 
which  he  had  taken  a contract,  with  the  agreement  that  when 
any  part  of  the  price  was  paid,  a deed  should  be  made  for  the 
part  so  paid  for.  This  purchase  gave  him  a controlling  interest 
in  the  township. 

In  all  subsequent  sales  by  him  he  inserted  a clause  in  the  con- 
tract charging  every  one  hundred  acres  of  land  sold  with  a tax  of 
two  dollars  a year  for  the  support  of  the  gospel — and  none  but 
believers  in  the  Saybrook  platform  could  have  any  land  at  any 
price,  or  on  any  condition  except  that  of  joining  the  church. 

The  Brace  Company  continued,  however,  to  sell  to  whoever 
wished  to  purchase,  without  any  restriction  as  to  belief,  or  incum- 
brance as  to  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

Gen.  Simon  Perkins,  agent  for  the  Brace  Company,  had  sold 
the  hill  land  Northeast  of  Middlcbury  where  the  grave  yard  now 
is,  to  Charles  Chittenden,  and  given  him  a contract  unincumbered 
by  restrictions  as  to  belief,  or  tax  ; and  in  1810,  Chittenden  sold 
this  contract  to  Col.  Rial  McArthur,  now  of  Northampton,  Col. 
McArthur  having  imbibed  some  of  the  liberal  notions  of  the 
present  day,  became  a missionary  of  his  principles  equally  zeal- 
ous, and  equally  efficient  with  Mr.  Bacon.  By  contrasting  the 
freedom  of  his  title,  with  the  entailed  incumbrance  of  the  o'ih?r 
lands,  he  soon  broke  up  the  system,  and  Mr.  Bacon’s  theory  of  an 
exclusive  religious  commuuity,  failed. 
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Mr.  Bacon  was  assisted  in  his  first  labors  by  Justin  E.  Frink, 
who  appears  to  have  profited  little  by  his  associations,  as  he  be- 
came dissipated,  and  died  a few  years  ago. 

The  first  house  erected  by  Bacon  and  Frink  was  on  the  South 
line  of  the  township,  just  West  of  the  North  and  South  centre 
road. 

In  November,  1806,  soon  after  his  purchase,  and  before  he 
made  a settlement,  Mr.  Bacon  procured  another  survey  to  be 
made  of  the  township  by  Seth  I.  Ensign.  He  first  laid  it  off  into 
sixteen  square  tracts  of  1,000  acres  each,  called  **  Great  Lots/* 
which  were  subdivided  into  six  small  lots,  with  roads  cutting  the 
township  into  the  form  of  a “ twcloe-men  morris  board.” 

In  the  spring  of  1808,  Aaron  orton,  who  was  subsequently 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Portage  county,  moved 
into  Tallmadge,  and  settled  at  what  is  now  Middlebury  ; his  house 
stood  just  back  of  where  Henry  Rhodes  now  lives  near  a large 
spring,  which  has  since,  by  the  draining  of  a pond,  Southeast  of 
Middlebury,  entirely  disappeared.  As  early  as  1803,  he  erected 
a gristmill  on  Tinker’s  Creek  in  Hudson,  near  Streetsboro’  four 
corners,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Indians  the  year  following.  In 
1806,  he  moved  to  Northampton,  and  built  a grist-mill,  and  dis- 
tillery, on  Mud  brook,  near  French’s  mill ; and  in  1808  came  to 
Tallmadge,  and  in  company  with  Joseph  Hart,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  Middlebury  by  erecting  a grist  mill  where  the  stone  fac- 
tory now  stands,  just  above  the  lower  bridge. 

Eliza  Hart,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Hart,  and  now  the  wife  of 
Roswell  Kent,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Middlebury. 
She  was  born  August  6,  1808.  Cornelia  Chittenden,  daughter 
of  Charles  Chittenden  and  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  Newton,  of  Cov- 
entry, was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Tallmadge.  She  was 
born  June,  1 0 , on  the  hill  east  of  Colonel  Potte 

Dr.  Amos  Wright  was  the  first  male  child  born  in  the  township. 
He  was  born  October  5th,  1808.  Amo  g those  who  came  into 
the  township  in  the  spring  of  1808  was  Titus  Chapman  grand- 
father of  the  present  Dr.  Chapman  of  Tallmadge.  He  died  Nov. 
4,  1808,  and  was  buried  in  the  grave  yard  north-east  of  Middle- 
bury, being  the  first  white  person  that  died  in  Tallmadge. 

The  county  of  Portage  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1808, 
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» i.nd  the  first  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners  was  held  on 
’ |he  8th  of  June  of  that  year.  The  first  business  presented  to 
i he  commissioners  was  a petition  for  a road  in  “No.  2,  Range 
^ 0,”  signed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  Charles  Chittenden,  Ephraim  Clark, 
8 nd  others  for  a road  “Beginning  at  the  south  line  of  said  No. 

, and  running  due  north  through  the  centre  of  the  north  line  of 
8 aid  No.  2,  on  a lino  now  used  for  that  purpose,”  which  was  the 
8 rst  established  road  in  Tallmadge. 

8 i The  first  wedding  in  Talhnadge  was  John  Collins,  married  to 
” I ally  Chapin  in,  a sister  of  Dr.  Titu*  Chapin  m — who  w^ro  mar- 
8 ied  on  the  first  of  January,  1803,  by  Esq.  Harris,  now  of  Har- 
isville.  She  died  in  February,  1852. 

1 The  first  school  in  Tallmadge  was  taught  in  the  summer  of 
<1  810,  in  a small  log  house  which  stood  south  of  the  centre,  near 
8 rhere  Mr.  Randall  now  lives,  by  Miss  Lucy  Foster,  sister  of 
8 udge  Jonathan  Foster  of  Mantua.  She  subsequently  married 
f Ir.  Alpha  Wright  and  is  now  living  in  Tallmadge. 
i I Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  eminent  as 
r Divine,  Elizur  Wright  of  Boston,  eminent  for  his  liberal  princi- 
8 les  in  religion  and  humanity,  learned  their  letters  of  Miss  Foster, 
>•  nd  are  indebted  to  her  good  training  for  much  of  their  celebrity. 

0 he  foundation  was  laid  in  that  school-house,  where  Wright  by 
'•  he  agony  of  the  whip  on  his  own  back,  learned  to  pity  the  poor 
!•  Lave. 

; On  the  21st  of  July,  1809,  the  first  “ Church  of  Christ  in  Tall- 
' ladge,”  was  formed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  in  the  association  of  fivo 
'•  lales  and  five  females  under  that  denomination.  Having  no 
f leeting  house  they  met  in  private  houses  and  barns.  In  1810, 
t'  Is  already  stated,  Col.  McArthur  purchased  near  Middlebury, 
* ind  took  a title  free  from  the  incumbrance  imposed  by  Mr.  Ba« 
on,  and  began  to  preach  liberal  sentiments  which  contrasted 
)•  worably  with  those  of  Bacon  which  bore  strong  marks  of  a 
:o  tate  religion,  as  was  at  that  time  established  in  Connecticut. — 
1*  | hose  who  were  willing  to  aid  voluntarily , in  the  support  of  the 
t ospel,  protested  against  a tax,  or  involuntary  and  compulsory 
S’  ayment  for  that  purpose.  Bitterness  soon  sprung  up  in  the 
i hurch  which  brought  forth  anything  but  the  fruits  of  Holiness. 
!i  An  anecdote  will  illustrate  the  state  of  things  in  the  church  at 
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this  time.  Sundry  church  meetiugs  haul  been  held,  at  which  dis- 
cussion ran  high.  There  was,  evidently  on  the  part  of  the  churcl 
an  intention  to  get  rid  of  their  preacher  and  his  church  tax  to- 
gether. In  one  of  the  church  meetings,  the  debate  became  warm, 
and  personal.  Mr.  Bacon  rose  and  said,  “ Brethren,  your  coursi 
toward  me  reminds  me  of  a minister  and  his  church  in  Connecti- 
cut. Soon  after  they  gave  him  a call  to  preach,  they  got  sick  o! 
him.  and  wished  to  drive  him  awa}r,  but  he  declined  going.  See- 
ing no  other  way  of  effecting  their  object,  they  determined  to  in 
suit  him  by  electing  him  “ hog  howard,”  which  they  did,  anc 
appointed  the  deacons  a committee  to  notify  him  of  his  election 
On  the  performance  of  that  duty,  by  the  deacons,  said  the  ok 
minister: — “ How  strange  arc  the  dispensations  of  Providence 
A short  time  ago  you  elected  me  your  pastor,  and  you  were  m} 
sheep;  now  you  have  elected  me  your  hog-howard,  and  you  art 
my  hogs.” 

Mr.  Bacon,  at  length  yielded  to  the  blast ; resigned  his  chargt 
gave  up  his  land  contract,  and  abaxndoncd  his  Utopian  Scheme 
He  returned  to  Connecticut  in  the  spring  of  1812,  and  died,  fivr 
years  afterward,  at  Hartford. 

In  the  joy  of  their  new  born  liberty  they  get  along  for  a coupl 
of  years  without  any  minister,  but  in  May  1814,  they  installec 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodruff  in  the  barn  now  owned  by  Mr.  Sturdcvant 
half  a mile  south  of  the  centre.  About  the  same  time  the  inhab^ 
itants  commenced  building  an  Academy,  which  was  completed  it 
1815,  and  placed  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Woodruff  whocontinuet 
as  preacher  till  September,  1821. 

There  was  a society  organized  by  Mr.  Bacon,  ca.led  “ The  firs  rt’ 
Congregational  Society  of  Tallmadge,”  for  the  support  of  th< 
ministry.  It  bore  about  the  same  relation  to  the  Congrcgationa 
Church  that  “the  vestry”  does  to  the  Episcopal.  Soon  aftc: 
his  connection  with  the  Church  Mr.  Woodruff  became  obnoxiou; 
to  his  society,  and  on  the  26th  of  June,  1820,  they  “ Resolved 
that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  this  Society  that  Mr.  Woodruff  con 
tinue  as  our  Pastor.”  This  did  not  produce  the  desired  effect  o 
driving  him  away,  but  he  continued  to  preach  as  before.  DowireI 
to  this  time,  the  Society,  though  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him  had  n<lH 
charge  that  they  could  substantiate.  About  this  time,  however  J01 
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ature  overcame  Grace,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Preacher,  and  af- 
rded  the  long  sought  for  charge.  In  one  of  the  departments  of 
ie  Academy  was  a young  female  teacher,  by  the  name  of  Gran- 
?r,  to  whom,  it  was  understood,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  engaged  to 
arry.  A report  got  out,  but  whether  true  or  not  the  best  au- 
lorities  do  not  agree,  that  Mr.  Woodruff  met  Miss  Granger,  one 
ly,  on  the  steps  of  the  Academy,  and  kissed  her;  just  as  a lay- 
an  would  have  done.  Soon  after,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
)ciety,  in  May,  1822,  it  was  “Resolved,  That  no  more  money 
* raised  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  ministry,”  and  no  more 
as  raised  for  two  years  thereafter,  and  Mr.  Woodruff  wasstarv- 
l out,  having,  like  Paris  of  old,  lost  his  kingdom  for  the  sake  of 
Helen. 

In  1812  the  church  consisted  of  23  members ; embracing  a 
rge  portion  of  the  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  Township. — 
heir  religion,  however,  had  works  connected  with  fuilh,  or,  like 
omwell,  they  trusted  in  God,  but  looked  well  to  their  powder, 
sting  on  this  principle  they  were  sturdy  patriots,  as  ready  to 
;ht  as  to  pray. 

The  last  of  June,  1812,  after  the  declaration  of  War,  a report 
me  from  Canton,  just  at  evening,  that  the  Greentown  Indians 
ere  in  arms  ; had  butchered  a number  of  families  to  the  south 
est  of  Tallmadge,  and  in  all  probability  would  be  upon  that 
wnship  before  morning.  After  a consultation  the  house  of  Capt» 
>hn  Wright  was  deemed  best  calculated  for  a fort.  Alpha 
right  and  the  other  sons  and  family  of  Capt.  Wright,  and  the 
mily  of  Jotliain  Blakely  were  gathered  together,  in  the  new 
rt,  and  the  arms,  consisting  of  an  old  Queen’s  arm,  carried  by 
, ^ ?.  Wright  through  the  Revolutionary  War,  put  in  requisition 
r the  expected  attack.  They  gathered  in  all  their  forces,  con- 
jting  of  eighteen  persons,  three  only  of  which  were  fit  for  duty, 
lards  were  set  for  the  night,  each  picket  consisting  of  one  man. 

roll  call  in  the  morning  all  reported  themselves  safe,  no  Indi- 
is  having  made  their  appearance.  Ephraim  Clark  who  had 
en  service  in  the  Revolution,  patrolled  the  street,  all  night, 
epared  to  give  the  “ red  skins”  a warm  reception.  The  next 
y it  was  ascertained  that  the  alarm  was  caused  by  the  discov- 
y of  two  deserters,  from  Major  Rolland’s  command,  who  were 
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lurking  in  the  woods,  and  magnified  into  a party  of  Indiansfc 
Soon  after,  when  the  transports,  with  the  wreck  of  Hull’s  armjpop 
as  prisoners  of  war,  appeared  off  Cleveland,  they  were  supposed^0 
to  be  British  troops  making  a descent  on  our  then  unprotected^6 
frontier.  The  alarm  spread,  and  reached  Tallmadge  on  Sunday  ^ 
while  the  people  were  engaged  in  public  worship.  The  service  ^ 
instantly  closed,  the  Bible  was  exchanged  for  the  musket,  ancW 
prayer  for  the  military  command.  All  were  prepared  with  courlcur 
age  and  devotion  to  their  country,  to  march  against  their  national ( 
enemies,  but  before  night  they  were  relieved  by  the  welcome 
news  that  the  supposed  enemies  were  their  fellow  citizens,  return-*! 
ing  from  Detroit,  where  they  had  been  basely  betrayed  by  Gen! to  pi 
Hull.  T1 

In  the  call  that  followed  the  surrender  of  Hull,  no  less  thai* 
twenty  citizen  soldiers  were  furnished  by  Tallmadge  ; at  the  heatP^1 
of  which  was  Col.  Rial  McArthur,  then  captain  of  a company  o:$up6 
Riflemen.  The  whole  of  his  company  volunteered,  and  were  or4tot 
dered  to  Camp  Perkins,  on  the  Huron,  where  they  remained  til)  o Id 
winter  set  in,  and  military  operations  ceased  for  the  season. 

The  first  frame  building  in  the  Township  was  erected  in  1810, Mtl 
by  Dr.  Amos  C.  Wright.  It  was  a barn,  and  is  still  standing  op-$reP 
posite  to  the  brick  house,  in  which  his  family  now  reside,  abouttyln 
half  a mile  south  of  the  centre.  He  also  built  the  first  bricks  a 
house  in  the  Township — the  one  in  which  his  family  now  reside  type 
This  was  erected  in  1816 — he  died  in  1845. 

Tallmadge,  or  “Town  2,  Range  10”  as  it  was  called,  origintyon 
ally  belonged  to  Randolph  Township.  That  embraced  Randolphs  1 
and  Suffield  in  Portage  county,  and  Springfield  and  Tallmadge  irran 
Summit.  Springfield  was  then  set  off  from  Randolph,  and  Ran^d 
dolph  then  embraced  Randolph  and  Suffield,  and  Springfield  em-tyu 
braced  Springfield  and  Tallmadge.  On  the  eleventh  of  November,?^ 
1812,  Tallmadge  was  organized  into  a distinct  Township,  with  it#®®' 
present  boundaries,  and  Deacon  Elizur  Wright  who  came  into  tb«r<>i 
Township  on  the  30th  of  June,  1810,  from  Canaan,  Connecticut#®: 
was  elected  first  Town  clerk,  and  Elizur  Wright  and  Nathaniel 
Chapman  the  first  Justices.  W 

A singular  specimen  of  legal  construction  exists  in  the  Recordip 
of  the  Township.  As  Town  Clerk  it  was  the  duty  of  DeacouN 


TALLMADGE. 


149 


ns,  Wight  to  keep  a record  of  the  ear  marks,  for  sheep  and  cattle 
mj  .dopted  by  the  inhabitants.  Dea.  Wright  insisted  that  the  right 
sei  >ar  of  a shetp  was  the  ear  to  the  right  of  the  person  looking  at  it# 
ted  ?he  marks  as  recorded  are  therefore  all  reversed,  that  is  the 
«y ^.ecorded  right  ear  means  the  left. 

icj|  The  first  meeting  house  erected  in  the  Township,  was  a log 
and  ne ; erected  in  1814,  in  the  woods  a little  west  of  the  first  south 
mr.  our  corners.  It  was  located  there,  not  for  any  natural  advant- 
mil  ge  of  location,  but  by  way  of  “compromise,”  it  being  the  exact 
Centre  of  location  of  all  the  settlers  in  the  Township.  Like  other 
in.  ompromises,  it  was  a miserable  affair,  suited  nobody,  and  fell 
lea,  o pieces  before  it  was  finished. 

The  present  elegant,  and  spacious  meeting  house  was  com- 
hM  iencedin  <822.  Reuben  Beach,  long  a prominent,  and  worthy 
lead  itizen,  as  well  as  exemplary  member  of  the  church,  was  chosen 
yol Superintendent  of  the  building.  A day  was  appointed  in  which 
or  he  timber  for  the  house  was  to  be  drawn  on  to  the  ground,  and 
til  3 insure  promptness  Mr.  Beach  offered  a gallon  of  whiskey  to 
he  man  that  would  get  the  first  stick  on  the  spot.  This  stimula- 
glO  \d  them  t^  action,  and  each  was  anxious  to  win  the  prize.  Great 
0p.  reparations  were  made  the  night  before— oxen  kept  yoked  up 
boul  11  night — timber  hauled  into  the  road — and  everything  ready 
iriek  I'^r  an  early  start  and  fair  race  in  the  morning.  One  man  only 
jidl,  ppeared  indifferent — that  was  Daniel  Beach,  now  of  Ruggles. 

lie  kept  his  oxen  yoked  up,  but  had  prepared  no  timber.  As 
jgifl,  oon  as  daylight  appeared  he  hitched  on  to  a fine  stick,  that  Jus- 
tus Barns  had  prepared  and  drawn  into  the  road,  and  before 
3jjiiarns  was  fairly  awake  had  his  stick  of  timber  upon  the  ground, 
jjg|ll  | nd  got  the  whisky.  So  expeditious  was  he  that  he  had  been 
ief  itting  on  his  log  sometime  before  Mr.  Beach  arrived  with  the 
^ rize.  By  the  time  it  was  fairly  daylight  the  neighbors  had 
^jjiiostly  anived,  and  the  timber  for  the  whole  house  was  on  the 
tl,l  round.  The  prize  was  more  fairly  distributed  than  won,  and  as 
, le  superintendent  was  the  last  man  on  the  ground  it  was  resolved 
ajfi  | hat  he  should  be  punished  by  an  exhibition  of  him,  and  a proc- 
lamation of  the  fact,  round  the  Town.  He  was  accordingly 
j mined  on  to  a sled,  and  all  the  oxen  attached  to  it,  and  the  bal- 
cf,  ace  of  the  day  devoted  to  exhibiting  him,  round  town  in  that 
nation . 
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About  twenty  young  men  have  graduated,  from  this  town,  a 
different  Colleges,  and  sixteen  young  ladies  have  become  the 
wives  of  ministers  of  different  denominations.  In  education,  anc 
religion  and  female  devotion  to  the  ministry,  Tallmadge  is  the 
Banner  Township  of  the  county. 

Tallmadge,  considering  its  fertility  of  soil,  location, . minera 
productions,  and  natural  resources,  is  one  of  the  best  Townshipi 
on  the  Reserve.  With  the  Big  Cuyahoga  river  on  the  North,  anc 
Little  Cuyahoga  on  the  Southwest — the  villages  of  Monroe  Falls  on 
and  Cuyahoga  Falls  on  the  North  and  Northwest,  and  Middleburj  aa 
and  Akron  on  the  Southwest,  with  inexhaustible  beds  of  Coal  anc  !w( 
Iron  in  its  bosom,  and  with  a fertile  soil,  “ the  air  line  Railroad,*  N< 
which  will  pass  through  it,  as  the  Akron  Branch  now  does,  wil 
stimulate  exertions,  and  draw  forth  its  resources.  w 
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Which  is  Township  Five,  in  the  Tenth  Range,  was  originally 
owned  by  several  proprietors — Mills  and  Iloadly  owned  the  South 
and  South-eastwardly  part — Henry  Champion  the  West  and  North- 
andlwestwardly  part,  and  Moses  and  Aaron  Wilcox  the  North  and 
North-eastvvardly  part. 

The  township  took  its  name  from  Moses  and  Aaron  WilcoX,who 
were  Twins , and  gave  name  to  the  town.  They  came  from  North 
Killingsworth,  Connecticut,  on  1823;  the  township  at  their  request, 
having  been  named  in  1819 — and  for  the  honor  of  giving  it  a name 
they  gave  six  acres,  at  the  center,  for  a public  square,  and  $20 
in  money  to  improve  it.  Previous  to  their  naming  it,  it  was  call- 
ed Millsville. 

They  were  born  on  the  lltli  of  May,  1771;  married  sisters; 
Huldah  and  Mabel  Lord,  of  Killingsworth,  and  died  within  a few 
hours  of  each  other,  at  the  center  of  this  town  ; and  were  buried 
in  the  same  grave — at  the  age  of  57. 

In  early  life  they  so  resembled  each  other  that  none  but  their 
most  intimate  friends  could  distinguish  between  them.  They 
married  sisters — had  an  equal  number  of  children — held  all  their 
property  in  common — wrote  alike — tlio’t  alike — looked  alike  — 
and  were  taken  sick  on  the  same  day — with  the  same  disease — 
died  on  the  same  day,  and  were  buried  in  the  same  grave. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Ethan  Ailing,  Esq.,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1817.  He  came  into  the  township,  when  a boy  of 
16,  from  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  brought  on  three  hired 
men,  and  commenced  keeping  house,  or  rather  Bachelor’s  hall,  and 
was  the  only  settler  till  the  28th  of  May,  when  Maj.  Elisha  Loomis, 
and  E.W.  Mather,  arrived  from  New  Haven,  for  the  purpose  of 
commencing  a settlement  on  the  Mills  and  Hoadly  tract.  They 
settled  in  the  South-east  part  of  the  town,  at  what  is  since  known 
as  Loomis  Mills. 
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Major  Loomis  is  an  old  salt , having  sailed  round  the  world 
twice  ip.  the  ship  Oneida.  It  was  this  ship — in  one  of  its  voyages 
— that  brought  Henry  Ob.iki  ill,  and  Thomas  H ippo,  from  the 
San  l v eil  [si. in  1 > to  Gj  ine^.cub,  where  they  were  educated  at  the 
Cornwall  Mission  School. 

He  is  now  anchored  in  Hudson. 

On  the  first  of  July,  Esra  Osborn  with  his  family,  arrived,  and 
settled  in  the  West  p irt  of  the  town.  Mrs.  Osborn  was  the  first, 
female  settler  in  the  township. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  Lewis  Ailing,  the  father  of  Ethan,  arrived 
with  his  family,  and  soon  after  Samuel  Vail,  Lum  in  Lane,  ZenO 
Parmele.  E.  Bronson,  and  the  twin  Wilcoxes  arrived. 

The  first  principal  settlement  was  made  on  the  Wilcox  tract,  by® 
settlers  from  North  Killrngsworth.  Most  of  them  purchased  their 
land  and  paid  for  it  while  it  was  encumbered  by  a Mortgage  from 
the  Wilcoxes  to  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  Wilcoxes,  though 
men  of  irreproachable  character,  and  engaged  in  what  was  sup 
posed  to  be  a lucrative  business,  were  unfortunate,  and  unable  to 
pay  off  the  mortgage.  This  caused  the  land  to  revert  to  the  Statel arme 
of  Connecticut,  and  left  the  occupants,  who  had  purchased  in  good 
^aith,  and  paid  for  it,  in  an  embarrassing  situation.  This  stated 
of  uncertainty,  and  embarrassment  continued  for  a longtime,  and^eri(!e 
retarded  the  growth  of  the  township,  until  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bissell, 
favorably  known  throughout  the  Reserve  for  his  philanthrophy 
in  the  cause  of  Indian  education,  took  the  matter  in  hand;  and  by 
his  intercession  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Connecticut  School1^ 
fund,  procured  a favorable  consideration  of  their  case,  and  promp 
and  honorable  relief. 

This  difficulty,  by  driving  setlers  from  the  Wilcox  tract,  caused  4>ver 
a more  rapid  ssttlemeut  on  the  Mills  and  Hoadly  tract,  and  also! Mb  1 
on  the  Champion  tract. 

The  first  election  was  in  April,  1819.  Frederick  Stanley  and  'fth: 
Samuel  Vail,  are  the  only  voters,  at  that  election,  now  remaining.  ndu$ 
At  the  October  election,  of  that  year,  Samuel  Vail  and  Lewis  All-  file 
ing  were  elected  the  first  J ustices. 

The  first  death  that  occured  in  the  township  was  an  infant  child  ^sq 
of  Reuben  Chamberlin’s,  which  died  in  the  spring  of  1819.  On  ifand 

the  23d  of  November,  1819,  Maria  Stanley  was  born,  who  wao 
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hhe  first  white  child  born  in  the  township.  She  is  now  the  wife 
)fRjv.  Mr.  Burton,  of  Ripley,  Brown  County,  Ohio. 

Previous  to  1828  a small  Congregational  church  had  collected ; 
md  having  given  Rev.  Samuel  Bissell,  then  a young  licentiate,  a 
jail  to  become  their  Pastor,  on  the  2nd  Sabbath  in  January,  1828 
is  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  township.  He  was,  subse- 
quently, on  the  28th  of  April,  1828,  ordained,  and  installed  Pas- 
or  of  the  Church ; and  entered  upon  his  duties  without  any 
•easonable  hope  of  any  adequate  compensation.  He  removed 
rom  Aurora  to  Twinsburgh,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1828,  taking 
vith  him  four  young  men  as  the  nucleus  of  his  intended  High 
Ichooh  A log  cabin  was  their  residence,  and  a miserable  log 
blacksmith's  shop  their  Academy.  Oue  of  those  four  thatformed 
the  nucleus  of  the  Twinsburgh  Seminary,  is  H.  B.  Spelman,  one 
•f  the  leading  merchants  of  Akron,  and  lately  an  able  member  of 
he  State  Legislature ; another  is  William  C.  Bissell,  the  founder 
,nd  superintendant  of  a respectablennd  useful  Female  Seminary  in 
tiplcy,  Brown  Co.,  Ohio  : another  is  Samuel  Heacox,  a respectable 
armer  in  Aurora ; and  the  other  is  S.  Case,  a respectable  farmer 
i Rootstown.  The  Collegiate  Blacksmith’s  shop,  in  which  they 
let,  was  half  a mile  west  of  the  center,  on  the  site  of  the  resi- 
lence of  John  Smith. 

To  encourage,  and  stimulate  the  youth  to  acquire  an  education, 
Ir.  Bissell  requested  all  to  attend,  and  if  any  felt  unable  to  pay, 
■!;  should  be  free  of  charge.  The  encouragement  thus  given  to 
lie  cause  of  education,  good  order,  and  what  was  useful,  was 
lost  happy  in  its  results.  The  school  which  commenced  in  such 
humble  manner,  has  arisen  to  average,  for  the  last  several  years 
vcr  300  scholars,  annually  ; and  the  whole  number  educated  at 
ais  Institution  lias  been  3,450.  The  effect  has  been  to  give  the 
lhabitants  a decidedly  intellectual  character,  and  the  good  morals 
f the  town  are  proverbial.  Intelligence,  sobriety,  morality  and 
idustry,  have  given  the  town  an  enviable  rank  in  the  County. — 
he  staple  articles  are  butter,  cheese,  cattle;  in  which  it  ranks,  if 
ot  the  first,  at  least  not  the  second  in  the  county.  Their  wealth 
as  materially  aided  the  construction  of  a plank  road  from  Cleve- 
ind  through  Twinsburgh  to  Hudson.  The  Cleveland  and  Pitts- 
10 
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burgh  railroad  runs  through  a part  of  the  town : and  anothei 
plank  road  is  contemplated  to  Warren.  The  town  has  five  stores 
three  steam  saw-mills ; two  carriage  shops,  and  other  smallei 
mechanical  establishments.  There  are  also  four  respectable 
houses  of  religious  worship — 1 for  Congregationalists  ; 1 for  the 
regular  Baptists;  1 for  Methodists,  and  1 for  free-will  Baptists; 
Ethan  Ailing,  started  the  first  store  in  July,  1830. 

Extensive  beds  of  free-stone  are  in  the  township,  which  are 
worked,  and  the  products  carried  on  the  railroad  to  Cleveland 
and  elsewhere  as  needed. 

The  Institution  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bissell,  is  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition.  There  is  now,  in  place  of  the  old 
blacksmith  shop,  an  extensive  building  on  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the, 
public  square,  sufficient  to  accomodate  75  boarders,  and  250  schol- 
ars. It  is  divided  into  three  departments  for  ladies  and  gentle- 
men Mr.  Bissell  is  Proprietor  and  Principal,  assisted  by  6 to  7 
assistants ; who  give  instruction  in  all  the  branches  of  science 
taught  in  the  Eastern  Seminaries.  A good  library  is  attached  to 
the  Institution,  and  efforts  are  now  making  to  supply  the  various 
apparatus  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Institution. 

Among  the  beneficiaries  of  this  Institution,  have  been  forty- 
three  Indians,  of  the  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Pattawatomie  and  Ojibway 
tribes.  The  first  Indian  that  was  induced  to  abandon  his  forest 
home,  and  procure  an  education,  was  Peter  Wilson,  a Seneca. — 
He  became  a good  scholar,  and  was  “ skilled  in  all  the  arts”  pe- 
culiar to  his  race.  He  intended  to  take  a classical  course,  and 
fit  himself  for  the  highest  usefulness  ; but  the  fond  hopes  of  him- 
self and  friends  were  blasted  by  the  consequences  of  his  own  gen- 
erosity. and  human  feelings.  While  at  this  school,  a young  man 
of  the  village,  by  the  name  of  Thompson,  in  attempting  to  swim 
across  the  creek  in  a freshet,  was  drowned.  Peter  was  first  on 
the  ground,  and  being  an  expert  swimmer,  plunged  in,  regardless 
of  his  own  health  and  safety.  He  remained**®  long  iu  the  water 
that  it  destroyed  his  health,  and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
favorite  pursuit  of  knowledge.  He  returned  to  his  tribe,  and  his 
health  being  somewhat  improved,  he  became  interpreter  to  a 
Missionary,  among  his  people.  He  was  subsequently  appointed 
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Chief,  and  took  an  aativo  part  in  opposing  the  sale  of  the  Indian 
lands  ; and  failing  in  this,  when  nothing  more  could  be  done,  he 
procured  an  amended  treaty,  by  which  two  of  the  five  reserva- 
ti  ns  were  reserved  for  the  remnant  of  his  people,  who  refused  to 
emigrate. 

News  reached  him.  after  a while,  that  that  portion  of  his  people 
that  emigrated  west  were  starving.  Though  they  acted  contrary 
to  his  advice,  and  were  suffering  the  consequences  of  thejr  own 
folly.  Peter  flew  to  a source  from  which  he  hoped  to  obtain  relief 
for  them.  He  applied  to  the  New  York  Legislature,  but  they 
were  too  busy  to  attend  to  him.  He  then  wept  to  Washington 
and  laid  the  matter  before  the  proper  authorities,  but  they  had 
no  appropriation  out  of  which  to  aid  him.  He  then  went  to  New 
York  City  and  laid  the  matter  before  the  Historical  Society  in 
so  interesting  and  affecting  manner,  that  they  raised  several 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  was  made  the  almoner  to  his  people, 
whom  he  relieved,  and  restored  to  their  former  homes. 

Two  years  since  when  the  reform  party  of  his  nation  wished  to 
abolish  the  chiefdom,  and  establish  a Republic,  he  was  chosen 
in  opposition  to  the  conservative,  or  chief  party,  to  represent 
them  in  the  New  York  Legislature,  where  he  appeared;  and  by 
his  manly  eloquence  gained  his  point — and  his  nation  was  recog- 
nized as  a part  of  the  Republic, — and  authorized  to  receive  their 
portion  of  the  public  money  for  the  education  of  their  youth. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  completion  of  the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad,  Peter  was  present,  and  delivered  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting addresses  that  were  made  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Lodor, 
Superintendent  of  the  road,  remarked  that  he  would  cheerfully 
exchange  what  skill  he  had  in  engineering  for  the  eloquence  of 
Peter.  That  was  the  first  of  the  race  educated  at  Twinsburgh. 

Mack-a-de-benessi  or  Blackbird,  an  Ottawa,  who  was  received 
into  this  Institution  about  five  years  ago,  and  left  it  about  a year 
since,  was  a direct  descendant  of  Pontiac,  the  greatest  chief  the 
Indians  ever  had,  unless  we  except  Philip  and  Tecumseh.  In  a 
letter  recently  received  from  him  it  appears  that  he,  too,  is  labor- 
ing for  the  good  of  his  people,  in  trying  to  introduce  them  to  the 
i arts  of  civilized  life,  and  obtaining  for  them  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
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can  Citizens.  He  says:  “I  left  Traverse  Bay  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1851,  and  'went  on  snow-shoes  to  Saginaw  Bay,  tn  my 
way  to  the  capital  of  Michigan,,  with  petitions  from  my  people 
to  become  citizens  of  the  State.  I appeared  before  the  Governor, 
and  officers  of  the  State,  and  obtained  the  passage  of  a joint  res- 
olution of  both  Houses,  in  favor  of  the  petitions.” 

Just  before  ho  left  the  Institution  he  addressed  a letter  to  a 
friend,  from  which  I make  the  following  extracts  as  specimens  of 
his  feelings,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  his  race  : 

Twixsbitrgii,  May  15,  1850. 

Dear  Sir: — It  was  with  great  pleasure  and  joy  I received 
your  letter  within  the  past  few  days:  and  have  been  greatly  in- 
terested, indeed,  in  your  bewailing  remarks  on  the  character  and 
condition  of  our  benighted  brethren,  who,  as  a remnant  of  a once 
numerous  tribe,  are  now  spread  over  the  North-western  part  of 
Michigan.  I feel,  as  well  as  you,  for  our  poor  brethren, 
buried  in  sorrows  and  in  tears,  and  enshrouded  as  to  their  future 
prospects — in  gloom.  It  is  enough  to  break  down  the  stoutest 
spii  its. 

**  * * I wish  to  know  the  result  of  the  treaty  made  in 

1836;  and  I ask  what  profit  have  we  derived  from  converting 
our  valuable  soil,  and  beloved  native  home,  into  specie  ? Noth- 
ing and  worse  than  nothing.  Our  people  have  been  divided  and 
subdivided.  Some  have  fled  to  Canada  to  find  shelter  under  the 
British  Crown.  All  forms  of  wickedness  and  vice  have  been 
brought  upon  us,  and  resulted  in  ruin  to  both  body  and  soul,  as 
a consequence  of  the  treaty.  Our  people  have  indulged  in  the 
excessive  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  which  has  caused  much  dis- 
content and  discouragement,  and  has  proved  a serious  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  improving  their  conditions;  which  did  not  exist 
previous  to  the  treaty.  This  treaty  was  made  through  the  ig- 
norance of  our  people.  They  have  been  cheated  out  of  their 
lands  by  the  crafty  and  cunning  management  of  the  pale  faces. 
Land  enough  was  not  left  to  our  people  on  which  to  spread  a 
blanket.  True,  some  of  our  people  were  pious  and  good,  but 
they  were  not  wise. 

Do  not  suppose  I have  taken  this  view  of  thu  subject  from  the 
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knowledge  I have  obtained  from  the  whites.  I had  thoughts,  and 
orrect  knowledge  of  many  things,  before  I had  educational 
.raining.  I have  only  learned  to  express  my  thoughts  better, 
and  especially  in  a stranger  language.  I have  always  felt  for 
Tiy  people  as  I now  do — and  have  loved  my  country  and  my 
jrethren  as  far  back  as  my  memory  extends. 

To  remain  in  ignorance  I could  no  longer  endure,  and  be  con- 
tented. I was  much  troubled  in  my  heart.  The  more  I reflected 
the  more  clearly  I saw  the  condition  of  my  beloved  country,  and 
the  doings  of  the  whites  to  my  countrymen.  In  vain  I sought 
for  amusements  that  I might  be  free  from  my  WTetchcd  heart. — 
[ was  not  in  the  least  relieved  from  my  trouble ; everything 
spoke  a sad  language  to  me,  as  my  reasoning  powers  became 
aaatured  and  stronger.  In  solitude  I sat  on  the  shores  of  Michi- 
gan, while  the  glorious  sun,  sinking  in  the  vast  region  of  waters 
darted  his  radiant  beams  upon  the  sleepy  expanse,  ns  in  the 
days  of  my  boy-hood  when  1 sat  upon  the  banks  of  the  Musking- 
um, with  my  little  companions,  enjoying  our  forest  home.” 
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